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Summary

An archaeological evaluation (three trial-trenches) was carried out on land at
Chesterford House, High Street, Great Chesterford, Essex, in advance of the
construction of two dwellings. The site lies outside of the Roman and medieval
settlement of Great Chesterford, a town of nationally-significant archaeological
importance. Previous excavations to the immediate northwest revealed remains of
Roman extramural settlement and an Anglo-Saxon burial. A single Roman ditch and a
medieval or post-medieval pit cut by two postholes were recorded during this
evaluation. The former feature formed part of the extramural area of the Roman town,
while the latter features are probably the product of agricultural activity in the area prior
to the construction of Chesterford House by the 19th century.

Introduction (Fig 1)

This is the report for an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching on land at
Chesterford House, High Street, Great Chesterford, Essex which was carried out on
23rd March 2020. The work was commissioned by Kevin Swayne in advance of the
construction of two dwellings and was undertaken by Colchester Archaeological Trust
(CAT).

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS),
Historic Environment Advisor Katie Lee-Smith advised that in order to establish the
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with the National
Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2019).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with an Archaeological Brief for
Trial Trenching and Excavation, detailing the required archaeological work, written by
Katie Lee-Smith (ECCPS 2020), and a written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared
by CAT in response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2020).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance
with English Heritage's Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment
(MoRPHE) (English Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the
East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices
contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological
field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).

Archaeological background

The following archaeological background draws on published accounts of the
archaeological remains at Great Chesterford (Medlycott 2011), the ECC brief and the
Essex Historic Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County
Hall, Chelmsford, Essex (accessed via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

The Historic Environment Record shows that the proposed development lies within an
area of highly sensitive archaeological deposits.

Finds of Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age date have been found in the
vicinity. A possible Bronze Age barrow is located within the later Roman town and both
the Roman town and temple appear to have their origins in the Late Iron Age.

A Roman fort was established here following the Boudican revolt of AD 60/61 but had
been abandoned by the end of the 1st century. Around the fort grew a settlement which
expanded considerably in the 2nd century, declined in the 3rd century, and then
expanded again in the 4th century with the construction of the town walls. The town
would have been the economic focus for the surrounding area and was located in an
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area of strategic importance. The development site is located ¢ 880m east of the 1st-
century Roman fort and 4th-century walled town (SM 24871) within an area of
extramural settlement and cemeteries, and there is high potential for Roman deposits
surviving here.

A large Early Saxon cemetery is located to the northwest of the Roman town, with other
burials recorded close to the Great Chesterford churchyard. The location of the
associated Anglo-Saxon settlement has yet to be identified.

The site of the medieval town was the same as that of the Roman town, and lies within
the Great Chesterford Conservation Area (HER 18489).

Archaeological trial trenching and excavation conducted directly to the north of the site
by Oxford Archaeology East in 2014 uncovered a Roman roadside ditch, well and pits
containing a large pottery assemblage alongside glass and metal artefacts. An Anglo-
Saxon burial was also excavated and radiocarbon dated to AD 661-770, indicating the
potential presence of a cemetery in the area. Most of the remains were located along
the southern edge of the 2014 site, 100m west of the current development site (Moan
2014; EHER 48751).

4 Aim

The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to record the extent of any surviving
archaeological deposits, and to assess the archaeological potential of the site to allow
the ECCHEA to determine if further investigation is required.

5 Results (Figs 2-4)'

Three trial-trenches were machine-excavated under the supervision of a CAT
archaeologist. Trench T1, a T-shaped trench, was 16m long and 1.8m wide; trench T2,
an L-shaped trench, was 13m long and 1.8m wide; and trench T3 was 14m long and
1.8m wide.

The trenches were cut through modern topsoil (L1, ¢ 0.2-0.25m thick, firm, moist dark
grey/brown silt) and an accumulation layer (L2, ¢ 0.11-0.15m thick, firm, moist medium
grey silt) onto natural (L3, firm/hard, dry medium grey sandy-silt with frequent chalk
pieces, encountered at a depth of 0.35-0.36m below current ground level).

Trench 1 (T1): 16m long by 1.8m wide
Roman ditch F7 was aligned NNW-SSE and was 0.69m wide and 0.3m deep.

Undatable pit F8 was 1.18m wide and 0.2m deep. It was possibly natural in origin.

A shallow pit, F3 was also excavated. The feature extended beyond the limit of
excavation but its exposed extent was 1.99m wide and 19cm deep. It may have been a
treethrow.

Trench 2 (T2): 13m long by 1.8m wide

Medieval or post-medieval pit F4 extended beyond the limit of excavation, but its
exposed extent was 1.59m wide and 0.72m deep. Two postholes, F5 and F6 were cut
into the base of F4. They were 0.17m wide and 0.16m deep and 0.23m wide and
0.22m deep, respectively.

Trench 3 (T3): 14m long by 1.8m wide
F2, an undatable shallow pit-like feature, was 1.97m wide and 18cm deep. It may have
been the product of rooting.

1 The photographic record could not be completed as fieldwork ceased due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
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Treethrow F1 was also excavated.

Photograph 1 Working shot

6 Finds
by Dr Matthew Loughton

Pit F4 (1) produced one fragment of medieval/post-medieval peg-tile with a weight of
50g. Ditch F7 (2) contained a Roman greyware body sherd with a weight of 7g.

7  Conclusion

Despite being located in an area rich in nationally-significant archaeological remains,
only a small number of features were uncovered during this evaluation: a Roman ditch,
a medieval or post-medieval pit into which two postholes were cut, two pits, a possible
pit, and a treethrow.

Previous archaeological investigations in this area have established that Roman
extramural settlement extended into this area, some 675m to the east of the walled
town. Excavations carried out to the immediate west and northwest of the present site
uncovered a roadside ditch, a well and several pits. It is likely that the ditch recorded in
the present investigation forms part of a field system or large paddock attached to an
extramural house, but the limited area excavated means its relationship to the other
Roman remains in the area is unclear. It does lie at a rough right-angle to the roadside
ditch, however.

A medieval or post-medieval pit, cut by two postholes, was also uncovered. The nature
of this feature is unclear, but it appears that the pit was excavated and then two posts
were set into its base. Historic cartographic evidence indicates that prior to the
construction of Chesterford House during the 19th century, this section of the present-
day High Street was lined by a series of buildings to the rear of which was unoccupied
land which was almost certainly utilised for agricultural purposes (see Map 1 below)
and these remains are probably related to this activity. It is also possible, however, that
they evidence activity at this site during the medieval period.
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Map 1 Extract from Chapman and
André's map of Essex, 1777. The
approximate location of the site is
indicated by the blue arrow.

Finally, while an Anglo-Saxon burial was previously excavated to the west of the
present site, no features or material of this date was revealed during this investigation.
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Bronze Age period from ¢ 2500 — 700 BC

CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

context specific location of finds on an archaeological site

ECC Essex County Council

ECCHEA Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor

ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services

EHER Essex Historic Environment Record

feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’

Iron Age period from 700 BC to Roman invasion of AD 43

layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material

medieval period from AD 1066 to ¢ 1500

Mesolithic period from ¢ 10,000 — 4000BC

modern period from ¢ AD 1800 to the present

natural geological deposit undisturbed by human activity

Neolithic period from ¢ 4000 — 2500 BC

NGR National Grid Reference

OASIS Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological Investigation$S,
http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main

Palaeolithic period ¢ 800,000 BC to ¢ 10,000BC

peg-tile rectangular thin tile with peg-hole(s) used mainly for roofing, first appeared c
AD1200 and continued in use to present day, but commonly post-medieval to
modern

post-medieval from ¢ AD 1500 to ¢ 1800

Roman the period from AD 43 to ¢ AD 410

section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s

wSi written scheme of investigation

Contents of archive

Finds: none retained

Paper record

One A4 document wallet containing:

The report (CAT Report 1539)

ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
Original site record (trench sheets, sections)

Site digital photos and log

Inked sections

Digital record

The report (CAT Report 1539)

ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
Site digital photographs, thumbnails and log

Graphic files

Survey data

Archive deposition

The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at
Roman Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be
permanently deposited with Saffron Walden Museum under accession code

SAFWM: 2020.36
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Fig 1 Site location, (proposed development shown blue)
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Fig 2 Evaluation results (development dashed blue).



E551195

'\
N243065 @ y
! !
| Y
! ! |
| F
B
‘ ! !
‘ \ ‘.
L j
E551195
N243065
E551205 - E551213
N243077 B Ng§?082
L .
! F4 |
| i
| F6l o T
R
! i
.‘ |
| |
.‘ |
.‘ |
.‘ |
.‘ '\
| |
L. .. ]
E551208
N243072
E551214 T3
N243078
ore B _
| |
'\ '\
! !
! F1: }
N N R 40 N ISR WS |

E551227
N243084

Fig 3 Trench plans.

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Licence number 100039294.




NE| Isw
I I

SEl_

T2
50.14m
SWI—M G Ny o A INE é@
<r = oo \‘ R (SR |
hat £ L1 L. - R gé.’o?stones
° < i sand
° s s e L2 : -y N }.roots
— — 2 rer [Jchalk
L3
0

Fig 4 Feature and representative sections.
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