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Photograph 1 Section of moat F5, looking north-east 3
Photograph 2  North-east/south-west oriented footing, looking north-east 3
Photograph 3  Central footing, looking north-north-east 4
Photograph 4  View of an existing water feature on the development site that 5
could be related to the features shown on the Tithe Map.
It continues west towards F5. Looking north-north-west.
Map 1 1837 Tithe Map of the site showing the outbuildings and moat. 5

Whilst the moat cannot be seen to the north or east, a possible water
feature is noted along the eastern boundary and in the north-west corner.

Fig1 Site location.
Fig2 Results. Extent of unmonitored groundworks from 2021 are highlighted in pink.
Fig3 Sections.
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Summary

Archaeological monitoring was carried out at Bantam House, Church Lane, White Roding,
Essex during groundworks for the construction of a new dwelling. Located within a medieval
homestead moated site, monitoring revealed previously unknown continuation of the moat to the
north of the site, as well as four post-medieval/modern pits.

Introduction (Fig 1)

This is the report for archaeological monitoring at Bantam House, Church Lane, White Roding,
Essex which was carried out 9th-10th October 2024. The work was commissioned by the
homeowner and was carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) during groundworks
for the construction of a new dwelling, planning ref. UTT/24/0455/FUL.

As the site lies within an area highlighted by the EHER as having a high potential for
archaeological deposits, an archaeological condition was recommended by Essex County
Council Place Services (ECCPS). This recommendation was for archaeological monitoring and
recording, and was based on the guidance given in the National Planning Policy Framework
(MHCLG 2023).

No archaeological brief was produced, but in consultation with Katie Lee-Smith of ECCPS a
written scheme of investigation (WSI) (CAT 2024a) was prepared by CAT in response to her
recommendation and agreed before groundworks began.

In addition to the WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was undertaken in accordance with:

o Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic
England 2015),

e Professional standards of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, including its Code
of Conduct (CIfA 2020a-b, 2022, 2023a-b),

e East of England standards and frameworks published by East Anglian Archaeology
(Brown & Glazebrook 2000, Gurney 2003, Medlycott 2011) and the recent review
updates on https://researchframeworks.org/eoe/

e Relevant health and safety guidelines and requirements (CAT 2024b).

In 2021 the development site was lowered by ¢ 0.40m, with ¢ 116m of foundation trench and a
foundation pad measuring 2.81m by 3.25m excavated without archaeological supervision. The
extent of these groundworks can be seen on Fig 2.

Archaeological and geoarchaeological background

The following archaeological background draws on specialist archaeological advice provided by
the ECC Historic Environment Advisor, the Colchester Archaeological Trust report archive and
the Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER numbers, which are accessible via the Heritage
Gateway website (www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

The proposed development site lies within a homestead moated site (EHER 4359). The site is
likely medieval in date and is one of ten moated homesteads around White Roding, all thought
to date to the medieval period. Only two sides of the moat survive on the development site, to

the south and west. The moat is not listed.

Bantam House is located along the northern edge of the moated site, with the Grade Il listed ¢
16th-century Old Rectory (NHLE 1111985, EHER 38087) to the south. The first edition 25-inch
OS map of 1897 shows a number of outbuildings and related yards in the northern extent of the
site, likely a stable and coach house related to the Old Rectory (Brighter Planning Consultancy
2021). It was in 1969 that these outbuildings were converted and extended to form the now
demolished Bantam House.

St Martin’s Church (EHER 4362) to the north-west is a Grade II* listed building (NHLE1322680)
dating from the 11th century. Within the graveyard immediately to the south-east of the church is
a post-medieval double table tomb of the Parris family, also Grade Il listed (NHLE 1111981).
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Approximately 900m west of Bantam House is Colville Hall (EHER 4358), a scheduled
monument of Tudor and medieval remains (NHLE 1002124). In 1846, a farmer at Colville Hall
uncovered a series of Roman finds including lamps, urns containing burnt bones, coins of Nero,
fragments of tiles and several keys. West of White Roding, close to the proposed site, a Roman
vessel was also uncovered (EHER 4500).

Lucas Farm Moat (EHER 4462) is approximately 1 mile north-east of Bantam House, alongside
Lucas Farm House, a Grade II* listed building (NHLE 1322653) both with a medieval date, is
very similar in plan to the homestead moated site at Bantam House.

The Geology of Britain viewer (1:50,000 scale1) shows the bedrock geology of the site is
comprised of London clay formation (bioturbated or poorly laminated, blue-grey or grey-brown,
slightly calcareous, silty to very silty clay, clayey silt and sometimes silt, with some layers of
sandy clay), with superficial deposits of Lowestoft Formation — Diamicton. The Lowestoft
Formation forms an extensive sheet of chalky till, together with outwash sands and gravels, silts
and clays.

4 Aims
The aim of the archaeological monitoring was to identify, excavate and record any
archaeological contexts revealed during the works.

5 Results (Figs 2-3)
Approximately 38m of foundation trench was machine-excavated under the supervision of a
CAT archaeologist. The trenches were 0.6m wide, ¢ 1.10-1.35m deep and were cut through
topsoil (L1, 0.10m thick) onto natural geology (L2). However, as the site was lowered in 2021, it
was difficult to ascertain whether L1 was a true topsoil or a subsoil.

A large north-east/south-west oriented ditch (F5) was identified in two of the foundation
trenches. The feature was >2.6m wide where it could be seen in section, and >1.35m deep. It
was noted that the fill was a wet, blue-grey clay, suggesting that it was likely an alluvial deposit
rather than colluvial. It is likely that this ditch forms the northern extent of the moat around the
site.

Four moderately large pits (F1-F4) were identified within the western foundation trench. Pit F1
was 3.32m wide and 0.78m deep, and was likely a rubbish pit. The fills contained fragments of
post-medieval peg-tile, although none was retained for post-excavation analysis.

Both F2 and F3 were truncated by the 2021 foundation trench and partially filled with concrete,
making them difficult to fully analyse. Pit F2 was 1.59m wide and 0.49m deep, while F3 was
0.9m wide and 1.1m deep. Peg-tile and brick were present in both features, with slate also
being recorded in F3. Both of these pits were cut into the backfill of the moat (F5).

The final pit (F4) was smaller than the others identified at 1m wide and 0.24m deep. Whilst it
also contained peg-tile fragments, the fill was very similar to L1, which could suggest that it was
a modern garden feature.

1 British Geological Survey — https:/geologyviewer.bgs.ac.uk/?
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Photograph 1 Section of moat F5, looking north-east.
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Photograph 3 Central footing, looking north-north-east.

Finds
by Dr Matthew Loughton

One sherd (131g) of medieval/post-medieval peg-tile came from ditch F5. This sherd was not
retained.

Conclusion

Archaeological monitoring at Bantam House, Church Lane, White Roding revealed the northern
extent of the medieval homestead moated site. The moat had been backfilled before 1837 as it
is not shown on the Tithe Map (Map 1), however some form of possible water feature is
recorded on the eastern edge of the site and in the north-eastern corner which is still visible to
some extent on the site today (Photograph 4). Pits F1, F2 and F3 are probably associated with
activity around the outbuildings of the Old Rectory.
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Map 1 1837 Tithe Map of the S|te showmg the outbundmgs and moat Whllst the moat cannot
be seen to the north or east, a possible water feature is noted along the eastern boundary and
in the north-west corner.

Photograph 4 V|ew of an eX|st|ng water feature on the development site thatcould be related
to the features shown on the Tithe Map. It continues west towards F5. Looking north-north-west.
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post-medieval from ¢ AD 1500 to ¢ 1800

section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s

wsi written scheme of investigation
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Appendix 1 Context list
Context |Finds |Context type |Description Date
No.
L1 - ?Topsail Dark grey/brown loamy clay Modern
L3 - Natural Firm, moist chalk rich boulder clay Post-glacial
F1 - Rubbish pit Fill A: ?Redeposited natural, mid brown/yellow chalk rich Post-medieval
boulder clay
Fill B: Firm, dark grey/brown silty clay with occasional chalk
and peg-tile fragments
F2 - Pit Fill unclear as filled with concrete Post-medieval
F3 - Pit Fill unclear as filled with concrete Post-medieval
F4 - Pit Dark brown/grey silty clay with occasional charcoal and peg- |Post-medieval
tile
F5 1 Moat Fill A: Friable, wet blue/grey clay with moderately frequent Medieval

chalk and peg-tile
Fill B: ?Redeposited natural, mid brown/yellow chalk rich clay
Fill C: Same as Fill A
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Fig 1 Site location.
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Fig 2 Results. Extent of unmonitored groundworks from 2021 are highlighted in pink.
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