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A Bronze Age Cemetery at 
Chitts Hill, Colchester, Essex 

by PHILIP CRUMMY 

SUMMARY: Rescue excavations at Chitts Hill, Colchester, led to the discovery of a Bronze Age cemetery, 
apparently of two phases. The first of these consisted of a group of seven small round barrows and the second of a 
Deverel-Rimbury umfieldyielding 27 or more cremations, mostly in urns. Twenty-five small pits of unknown 
purpose were found which were contemporary with the umfield. The barrows were levelled in the late Bronze Age 
or Iron Age period. 

In troduct ion 

T h e B r o n z e A g e c e m e t e r y a t C h i t t s Hi l l lies a t t he n o r t h e r n end o f t he f i e ld i n w h i c h the d i t c h 
d e s c r i b e d by M. P e t c h e y on p p . 17—19 i s loca ted (Fig. 1). T h e ceme te ry was d i scovered in J u l y 
1973 d u r i n g a visi t to t h e si te by t he wr i t e r w h e n grave l ex t r ac t ion for Co lches t e r ' s new n o r t h e r n 
b y - p a s s w a s u n d e r w a y . Seve ra l c r e m a t i o n s w e r e found wh ich h a d been exposed as a resul t o f t he 
topsoi l b e i n g s t r i p p e d off. C o n s e q u e n t l y , over t he following m o n t h an a r e a a r o u n d the discover ies 
w a s e x c a v a t e d . T h e w o r k h a d to be d o n e in two s tages to f i t i n wi th the g rave l - ex t r ac t ion process 
w h i c h a c c o u n t s for t h e t w o offset a r e a s in p l a n (Fig. 2). Desp i t e p ressu res on t ime a n d l a b o u r , i t 
was felt t h a t m o s t o f the c e m e t e r y was u n c o v e r e d a n d r eco rded . 

In a d d i t i o n to t h e c r e m a t i o n s , a la rge she rd (Fig. 10, uns t ra t i f ied) of B r o n z e Age po t t e ry w a s 
also found as s h o w n a p p r o x i m a t e l y by po in t M in F i g u r e 1 . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t he a r e a w h e r e t he 
p iece w a s found h a d been so b a d l y r u t t e d a n d p i t t ed by heavy p l a n t t h a t a n y excava t ion w o u l d 
no t h a v e been w o r t h whi le . 

T h e c e m e t e r y lay close to the R ive r C o l n e by its s o u t h e r n b a n k (Fig. 1). T h e top o f t he 
u n d e r l y i n g g r a v e l is a b o u t 0.50 m below p r e s e n t g r o u n d level a n d is sea led by a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
0.25 m of p lough-so i l a n d a b o u t 0.25 m or m o r e of b r o w n s a n d y silt loam, t he so-cal led ' cover 
l o a m ' . T h i s i s a soil w h i c h c o n t a i n s a h igh p r o p o r t i o n of w i n d - b o r n e silt a n d w h i c h w a s formed 
u n d e r pe r ig l ac i a l c o n d i t i o n s d u r i n g the D e v e n s i a n G lac i a t i on . I t h a s a n i r r egu la r j u n c t i o n w i t h 
the u n d e r l y i n g s a n d a n d g rave l a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y i s o f va ry ing d e p t h . 1 

T h e p r i n c i p a l a r chaeo log i ca l fea ture i n the a r e a i s G r y m e ' s D y k e wh ich c a n be t r aced by 
c r o p m a r k s d o w n to t h e ford ac ross t h e R ive r C o l n e w h e r e the dyke was seen i n s e c t i o n . 2 T h e d y k e 
lies to t h e wes t of t h e site (F ig . 1). 

In a d d i t i o n to t h e d y k e , ae r ia l p h o t o g r a p h s 3 o f t he a r e a a r o u n d the ceme te ry ind i ca t e a s u b -
r e c t a n g u l a r e n c l o s u r e , a l a rge r i ng -d i t ch a n d s o m e f ie ld -d i tches (Fig. 1). Also , s o m e yea r s a g o , 
' B r o n z e A g e a n d I r o n A g e ' p o t t e r y w a s found a t t he old q u a r r i e s s o u t h o f t he c e m e t e r y . 4 T h e 
a p p r o x i m a t e f ind-spot i s s h o w n on F i g u r e 1 by po in t N. In view of t he c r o p m a r k s a n d po t t e ry , a 
s u b s t a n t i a l a m o u n t of e v i d e n c e re la t ing to p reh i s to r i c o c c u p a t i o n in the a r e a i s likely to h a v e 
been lost e l s e w h e r e in t he p r e s e n t q u a r r y a l t h o u g h occas iona l site inspec t ions after J u l y 1973 led 
to no fu r the r d i scover ies . 

F o r th i s r e p o r t , 5 t h e features h a v e been classified in to six g r o u p s wh ich a r e d i scussed in t u r n 
below. T h e s e a r e r i ng -d i t ches , c r e m a t i o n s i n u r n s , c r e m a t i o n s w i t h o u t u r n s , p i t s , l inear d i t ches 
a n d o t h e r f e a t u r e s . 6 
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T h e s t r i p p i n g o f t he site by t he c o n t r a c t o r s led no t on ly to the r emova l o f the p lough-so i l b u t 
t h e cover l o a m too. S ince t h e a rchaeo log ica l fea tures were cu t in to the cover l o a m , this led no t 
o n l y to t h e loss o f t h e u p p e r m o s t p a r t s o f al l t h e c r e m a t i o n s , p i t s a n d d i t ches b u t a lso , no d o u b t , 
t o t h e c o m p l e t e loss o f s o m e o t h e r fea tures . T h e sha l low d e p t h o f m a n y o f t he fea tures w h i c h 
s u r v i v e d t h e s t r i p p i n g m a k e s th is c lear . 

T h e f i n d s a n d site r e c o r d s from t h e excava t ion h a v e b e e n depos i t ed i n t he C o l c h e s t e r a n d 
Es sex M u s e u m . 

CHITTS HILL 1973 
CEMETERY AND CROPMARKS 

F i g . i C h i t t s Hi l l : C r o p m a r k s a n d loca t ion p l a n s . 
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F i g . 3 C h i t t s H i l l : L a r g e - s c a l e s i te p l a n : n o r t h . 

i. The Ring-ditches (F igs . 3, 4 a n d 5) 

S e v e n r i n g - d i t c h e s w e r e d i scovered in al l . T h e f i r s t o f these could no t be a d e q u a t e l y r e c o r d e d 
b e c a u s e q u a r r y i n g cou ld no t be de l ayed . H o w e v e r , its a p p r o x i m a t e size a n d pos i t ion a r e s h o w n 
in F i g u r e 2 . D i t c h e s F22, F25, F27, F28 a n d F29 w e r e only p l a n n e d on the surface a n d e a c h 
s e c t i o n e d in o n e p l a c e . D i t c h F50, on t he o t h e r h a n d , w a s excava t ed comple te ly . Difficult soil 
c o n d i t i o n s a n d lack o f t i m e m a d e i t h a r d to loca te the w e s t e r n edge o f d i t ch F27. 

T h e fill o f s o m e o f t he r ing-d i t ches cou ld be d iv ided in to t w o d i s t inc t u p p e r a n d lower 
d e p o s i t s o n t h e bas is o f t he i r g rave l a n d s tone con t en t (F ig . 5). T h e bas ic m a t r i x w a s d a r k b r o w n 
l o a m y s a n d b u t b y c o m p a r i s o n w i t h t he lower layers t he u p p e r depos i t s were very s tony w i t h 
g r a v e l a n d s m a l l s t o n e s . T h e lowes t layers c a n b e e q u a t e d wi th d i t ch silt w h e r e a s t h e u p p e r ones 
d e r i v e d from t h e level l ing of t he b a r r o w - m o u n d s . As s h o w n in F i g u r e 2 the s tony infilling of t he 
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F i g . 4 C h i t t s H i l l : L a r g e - s c a l e s i te p l a n : s o u t h . 

di tches w a s c lear ly vis ible in p l a n in r ing-d i t ches F50, F22 a n d F27. T h e two types of l ayer a r e 
i l lustrated in t h e sec t ion across F50 a n d F27 (Fig. 5). P r e s u m a b l y , they also o u g h t to h a v e been 
presen t in t he sec t ions ac ross F22, F25 a n d F28 bu t cou ld no t be readi ly de t ec t ed . D i t c h F29 w a s 
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s h a l l o w e r t h a n the o t h e r d i t ches a n d h a d been comple te ly r e m o v e d b y the ini t ia l s t r i p p i n g w h i c h 
a c c o u n t s for i ts n a r r o w b r e a d t h in p l a n . All t h a t su rv ived w a s silt a t t he b a s e o f t he d i t ch , a n y 
s t o n y d e s t r u c t i o n l ayer h a v i n g b e e n lost en t i re ly . In t he case o f F50, s ome p r i m a r y silt a t t he ve ry 
b o t t o m of t he d i t c h w a s a l so d e t e c t e d (Fig . 5). 

Ring-ditches 

F 7 0 I Pot in situ 
Charcoal-rich soil 

. . F i g . 5 C h i t t s H i l l : S e c t i o n s a n d prof i les : r i n g - d i t c h e s a n d c r e m a t i o n s . Sca l e 1.20. 



C h i t t s H i l l : I n v e r t e d u r n s F14 a n d F19, set in F20 ha l f - sec t ioned . [Facing page 6 
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N. Cremations in Urns (F igs . 3, 4 a n d 5) 

Five c r e m a t i o n s w e r e found ins ide i n v e r t e d u r n s . T h e s e w e r e F2, F 1 5 , F19 , F21 a n d F14 . T h r e e 
o the r c r e m a t i o n s , F4, F13 a n d F48, w e r e assoc ia ted wi th smal l q u a n t i t i e s o f s h e r d s , a t least o n e of 
wh ich in e a c h case w a s a r i m s h e r d sugges t ing therefore t he possibi l i ty o f an inve r t ed u r n a l m o s t 
whol ly d e s t r o y e d d u r i n g the topsoi l s t r i pp ing . 

E i g h t c r e m a t i o n s w e r e found in u p r i g h t u r n s . T h e s e w e r e F i , F32, F39, F40, F44, F45, F49 
a n d F57. F16 cons i s t ed of a sha l low p a t c h of the sl ightly d a r k e r soil cha rac t e r i s t i c of t he 
c r e m a t i o n s . T h i s f ea tu re c o n t a i n e d f r agmen t s o f b a s e b u t no bone . Never the le s s , on a c c o u n t o f 
the soil, F 1 6 w a s ve ry likely t he r e m a i n s of a c r e m a t i o n in an u p r i g h t u r n . 

O n l y t h e m o r e c o m p l e t e u r n s , i.e. F14 , F 1 9 , F40, F44, F45, F49 a n d F57 a r e s h o w n in p l a n h e r e 
(Figs. 3 a n d 4). 

In g e n e r a l , i t w a s difficult t o de t ec t t he p i ts i n to w h i c h the u r n s were p l aced . W h e n loca ted , 
for e x a m p l e as in F44 a n d F49 (F ig . 4), they were subs t an t i a l l y b igger t h a n the u r n s t hemse lves , 
the l a t t e r g e n e r a l l y r e s t i n g d i rec t ly on the n a t u r a l . In t he case o f the po t s i n F14 a n d F19 , t he 
vessels w e r e t o u c h i n g o n e a n o t h e r a n d a p p a r e n t l y set in a l a rge r p i t (F20) wh ich c o n t a i n e d a 
la rge q u a n t i t y o f c r e m a t e d b o n e (P la t e I ) . A l t h o u g h t r ea t ed a s a s e p a r a t e g r o u p in t h e r epo r t 
be low on the b o n e s , t he m a t e r i a l in F20 p r o b a b l y de r ived from the u r n s in F14 a n d F 1 9 w h e n 
they w e r e i nve r t ed for b u r i a l . T h e p r o x i m i t y o f F14 a n d F19 a n d the i r r e l a t i onsh ip to p i t F20 
suggests t h a t b o t h p o t s w e r e c o n t e m p o r a r y . 

P a r t s o f t h r e e or m o r e c r u s h e d u r n s w e r e found in t w o of the d i t ches , o n e (F26) in r ing -d i t ch 
F22 a n d a t l eas t t w o (F37 a n d F35) in t he r ing -d i t ch F27. V i s u a l e x a m i n a t i o n of t he s h e rd s 
c o m p r i s i n g F35 i nd i ca t e s t h e poss ibi l i ty o f two different u r n s w i t h s imi la r t e m p e r i n g a l t h o u g h 
a l t e rna t ive ly these cou ld r e p r e s e n t different p a r t s o f t he s a m e vessel . T h e r im from F35 i s 
i l lus t ra ted in F i g u r e 10. F26 w a s found in t h e lower hal f of t he silt of t he r ing -d i t ch F22 (Fig . 2). 
F35 a n d F37 w e r e found in t he s tony d e s t r u c t i o n layer in the d i t ch o f F27 a n d m u s t h a v e de r ived 
from b u r i a l s e i t h e r sea led by or inse r t ed in to t he m o u n d w h i c h be longed to F27 (Fig . 2). 

T h e fill o f a l l t h e c r e m a t i o n s , w i t h o r w i t h o u t u r n s , was typical ly d a r k b r o w n (10YR 3/3) o r 
very d a r k g rey i sh b r o w n (10YR 3/2) l o a m y s a n d wi th smal l s tones a n d grave l . 

til. Cremations Without Urns (F igs . 3, 4 a n d 5) 

T e n c r e m a t i o n s w e r e found w h i c h c o n t a i n e d no f ragments o f po t t e ry . T h e s e a r e F3, F5, F6, F8, 
Fg, F i 1 , F 1 2 , F18 , F23 a n d F70. W i t h t he excep t ion of F8, all these features w e r e so sha l low t h a t 
they cou ld h a v e b e e n t h e b o t t o m s o f i n - u r n e d bu r i a l s . I n add i t i on , t he re w e r e two fea tures w h i c h 
cons is ted o f v e r y s h a l l o w depos i t s o f c o m p a r a t i v e l y d a r k soil b u t c o n t a i n e d ne i the r b o n e no r po t . 
T h e s e a r e F30 (Fig . 3 ) a n d F36 (Fig. 2). T h e y w e r e so sha l low t h a t they were no t d r a w n in 
sec t ion a n d m a y b e s p u r i o u s . 

F24 w a s a sma l l p a t c h of d a r k b r o w n l o a m y s a n d w i t h s tones (Fig. 3 ) a n d w a s m o s t likely t he 
base of t h e p r i m a r y b u r i a l in F22. 

T h e few f r a g m e n t s o f b o n e c o n t a i n e d in features F3, F8 a n d F12 w e r e cons ide red too smal l 
(less t h a n a b o u t 4 m m ) to be s u b m i t t e d for inc lus ion in t he b o n e r epo r t be low. 

iv. Pits (F igs . 3, 4 a n d 6) 

A to ta l of 26 p r e h i s t o r i c p i t s w e r e found wh ich d id no t con t a in c r e m a t i o n s . W i t h t he excep t ion of 
F7, t he se w e r e al l c o n c e n t r a t e d s o u t h o f t he two r ing-d i t ches F25 a n d F27 a n d n o r t h a n d wes t o f 
t he r i n g - d i t c h F50. 

Pit F7 w a s d u g in to the s tony infill o f the r ing-d i tch F22 a n d w a s u n u s u a l in t h a t i t c o n t a i n e d 
t w o d i s t i nc t l aye r s , t h e l a t e r o n e of w h i c h i s likely to h a v e been the resul t of back-fi l l ing (Fig . 6). 



F i g . 6 C h i t t s H i l l : Sec t i on s a n d prof i les : p i t s a n d d i t c h F33. Sca l e 1:20. 
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T h e lower layer , p e r h a p s a silt or a l in ing, w a s mo t t l ed grey ish b r o w n silty c lay l o a m w i t h 
pockets o f s a n d a n d g rave l . T h e u p p e r layer cons is ted o f b r o w n s a n d y clay l o a m w h i c h w a s 
ex t remely s t o n y w i t h g rave l a n d smal l a n d m e d i u m s tones . T h i s layer c o n t a i n e d b u r n t f l i n t s , 
l u m p s o f b u r n t s a n d y clay a n d s o m e c h a r c o a l . T h e b o t t o m layer , however , s h o w e d n o sign o f 
hav ing b e e n s c o r c h e d in situ. 

T h e fill o f t h e r e m a i n i n g p i t s w a s typical ly d a r k b r o w n (7 .5YR 4/4) l o a m y s a n d w i t h g rave l 
a n d s m a l l s t o n e s . 

T h e s e p i t s c a n be b r o a d l y d iv ided in to two g r o u p s on the bas i s o f size a n d s h a p e a l t h o u g h 
the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s ignif icance of this is doub t fu l . T h e f i rs t ca tegory consis ts of la rge p i ts of 
i r r egu l a r s h a p e a n d c o m p r i s e s F42, F43, F46, F52, F53, F56, F58, F60, F73, F74 a n d F80. T h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n F42 a n d F43 i s no t k n o w n a n d i t i s likely t h a t they b o t h r ep re sen t different 
p a r t s o f t h e s a m e fea ture . T h e second g r o u p consis ts o f smal l pits less t h a n 60 cm or so ac ross . 
T h e s e a r e F 5 1 , F62, F63, F64, F65, F66, F67, F68, F 7 1 , F72, F75, F76, F77 a n d F78. 

A l t h o u g h th is d iv i s ion m a y in s o m e w a y be signif icant , pa r t i cu l a r ly in view of t he m a n n e r in 
w h i c h t h e l a rge p i t s c lus t e r toge the r , the d i s t inc t ion i s p r o b a b l y no t pa r t i cu l a r l y i m p o r t a n t s ince 
i t i s q u i t e poss ib le t h a t , r a t h e r t h a n be ing pos t -holes for e x a m p l e , t he smal l pi ts a r e s imply the 
b o t t o m s of m u c h l a r g e r fea tures of sizes c o m p a r a b l e to those of the la rger type . In profile, n o n e of 
the s m a l l fea tures h a s ver t ica l o r nea r ly ver t ica l s ides b u t they all r e s e m b l e the b o t t o m s of the 
l a r g e r f ea tu res . 

T w o s t r a t i g r a p h i c r e l a t i onsh ips a r e o f p r i m e i m p o r t a n c e . T h e s e a r e t h a t t he i n - u r n e d 
c r e m a t i o n F40 c u t t h e p i t F58 a n d t h a t t he pi t F56 cu t the i n - u r n e d c r e m a t i o n F44. 

v. Linear Ditches (F igs . 3, 6 a n d 7) 

P a r t s o f t w o l i nea r d i t c h e s were found. 

D i t c h F33 w a s t r aced in p l a n for a to ta l of 15 m a n d sec t ioned in o n e p lace (Fig. 6). No finds 
w e r e m a d e . T h e s o u t h e r n e n d o f the d i t ch w a s found bu t its exact pos i t ion was difficult t o de tec t 
i n p l a n . T h e d i t c h cu t t h r o u g h the r ing-d i t ch F29 a n d m u s t therefore h a v e p o s t - d a t e d the 
d e m o l i t i o n o f t he b a r r o w . 

A sec t ion w a s e x c a v a t e d ac ross a m u c h m o r e s u b s t a n t i a l d i t ch F61, the d e p t h of w h i c h w a s 
a b o u t 1.2 m. I t w a s no t poss ib le to t r ace this fea ture for a n y leng th b u t the c o n t r a c t o r ' s d igger -
d r i v e r w h o d i s c o v e r e d the d i t ch d u r i n g his work , sa id i t r a n for some cons ide rab l e d i s t a n c e in a 

E 

Fig . 7 C h i t t s H i l l : Se c t i ons a c r o s s F61. Sca l e 1:20. 
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F i g . 8 C h i t t s H i l l : P o t t e r y . Sca le 1:4. 

s o u t h - w e s t d i r e c t i o n . I t d id no t , however , e x t e n d as far n o r t h a s t he m a i n a rchaeo log ica l 
e x c a v a t i o n . F ive layers w e r e visible in t he d i tch-sec t ion (Fig. 7). T h e four u p p e r layers cons is ted 
o f s t o n y b r o w n s a n d y c lay o r l o a m y s a n d a n d m a y all h a v e been the resul t o f de l i be r a t e back
f i l l ing. T h e lowes t l aye r — the silt — cons is ted of s l ight ly s tony l ight b r o w n i s h grey c lay l o a m 
w i t h l a r g e s t o n e s . T h e on ly finds c a m e from the u p p e r m o s t layer . T h e s e c o m p r i s e d th ree b o d y 
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F14 F49 

° 3 J 

F19 

F2 

F37 

Fig. 9 Chitts Hill: Pottery. Scale 1:4. 

she rd s w h i c h a r e s i m i l a r v isual ly to m u c h o f t he po t t e ry from the ceme te ry . T h e la rges t p iece i s 
13 mm th ick a n d g r a d e s in sec t ion from red a t the ex ter ior to d a r k r edd i sh b r o w n a t the in ter ior . 
I t i s l ight ly t e m p e r e d w i t h l a rge flint g r i t s . 
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vi. Other Features (F igs . 3 a n d 4) 

T h e o t h e r f ea tu res a r e likely to be of relat ively m o d e r n d a t e . F81 a n d F79 (Fig . 3 ) w e r e p r o b a b l y 

r e c e n t t es t -ho les for g r a v e l . F59 a n d F69 (Fig . 4) c o n t a i n e d pieces of br ick a n d peg tile. F41 con

s i s t ed of a s h a l l o w d e p o s i t o f b u r n t s tones a n d black loamy soil. T h e f i l l w a s very loose a n d 

t h o u g h t t o b e m o d e r n . 

T h e Pot tery (F igs . 8-10) 

C r u s h e d b u r n t flint, g r ave l a n d coarse s a n d w e r e used as t e m p e r i n g in m o s t o f t he po t s . S ince i t i s 
often difficult to d i s t i n g u i s h visual ly b e t w e e n c ru shed flint a n d coarse s a n d , t he desc r ip t ion of t he 
f i l l e r be low m u s t b e r e g a r d e d a s t en ta t ive . 

T h e c o m m o n e s t fabr ic (i .e. F i , F2, F4, F14, F19 , F32, F39, F40, F44 a n d F49) h a s a very 
d a r k g r e y core w h i c h g r a d e s to red o r r edd i sh b r o w n n e a r the o u t e r surface. T h e o u t e r surface i s 
g e n e r a l l y b r o w n , r e d d i s h b r o w n o r yel lowish b r o w n . Occas iona l ly the i nne r surfaces a r e s l ight ly 
ox id i sed b r o w n o r d a r k b r o w n . T h e clay i s usua l ly heavi ly t e m p e r e d wi th c ru shed flint a l t h o u g h 
c o a r s e s a n d w a s u s e d in F i , F2 a n d p e r h a p s F19 . T h e she rd found a t po in t M on F igu re 1 i s of 
th i s fabr ic . N e a r l y all of i ts o u t e r surface h a s f laked off expos ing its t e m p e r i n g (Fig. 10). F14 is 
poss ib ly t e m p e r e d w i t h b o t h s a n d a n d f l i n t . F19 con t a in s only a lit t le s a n d w h i c h m a y h a v e 
o c c u r r e d n a t u r a l l y in t he c lay. 

F 4 

F i g . 10 C h i t t s H i l l : P o t t e r y . Sca l e 1:2. 

T h e r e m a i n i n g pieces lack the g r a d a t i o n i n co lour be tween core a n d o u t e r surface. T h e i r 
cores a r e very d a r k grey a n d the i r o u t e r surfaces a r e va r ious redd i sh a n d yel lowish s h a d e s o f 
b r o w n . Severa l o f these po t s were on ly l ight ly t e m p e r e d , i.e. F 1 5 (coarse s a n d a n d f l in t ) , F35 (a 
s a n d y fabr ic w i t h poss ib ly no de l ibe ra t e f i l l e r ) , F45 (coarse s a n d ) a n d F57 (coarse s a n d a n d 
poss ib ly f l in t ) . T h e o t h e r po t s were m o r e heavi ly t e m p e r e d wi th coarse s a n d , viz. F37, F2 1 a n d 
F48 (a lso poss ib ly c o n t a i n s f l in t ) . 

Po t F37 w a s u n u s u a l in t h a t its r im was no t the f l a t type . I t s co rdon was p i n c h e d ou t a n d 
l ight ly d e c o r a t e d wi th f i nge r - t i pp ing . 

T h e Fl ints 

T h e f l i n t s from the si te h a v e b e e n e x a m i n e d by M r . J . J . W y m e r , a n d the list be low i s t aken from 
his w o r k - s h e e t s . E a c h piece i s referred to by its f ind n u m b e r . M r . W y m e r r e g a r d e d the bulk of the 
f l in t s a s p r o b a b l y b e i n g Neol i th ic b u t t h o u g h t tha t the two p a t i n a t e d pieces F L 1 5 4 (Fig. 11.2) 
a n d FL298 (Fig. 11.3) m a y be Meso l i t h i c . He also cons ide red tha t a l t h o u g h u n p a t i n a t e d , F L 1 5 5 
(Fig . 11 .5) , F L 1 7 3 a n d FL320 m i g h t a l so be Meso l i th i c . 
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T h e contex ts o f t h e flints a r e no t g iven he r e s ince t he a s s e m b l a g e w o u l d seem in the m a i n to 

p reda te the c e m e t e r y . 

i . s c r a p e r : F L 1 5 3 ( s m a l l e n d - s c r a p e r ; F i g . 1 1 . 1 ) ; 
ii. f l ake-b lades : F L 1 5 4 ( p a t i n a t e d ; F i g . 1 1 . 2 ) , F L 8 5 ( s m a l l ) , F L 2 9 9 ( b r o k e n , n o n - b u l b o u s e n d on ly ) 

iii. b l a d e s : F L 1 5 5 ( s m a l l ; F i g . 11.5), F L 2 8 4 ( m i c r o - b l a d e ) ; 

iv. f l a k e s : F L 1 5 6 ( ve ry s m a l l ) , F L 1 5 8 ( w i t h s l i gh t t r a c e s o f s e c o n d a r y w o r k i n g o r u s e ) , F L 1 7 3 , F L 2 1 1 
(F ig . 11 .6 ) , F L 2 5 4 ( s m a l l , s l igh t ly p a t i n a t e d f l a k e g r o u n d s m o o t h o n b u l b o u s e n d ; F i g . 1 1 . 7 ) , FL300 
( o u t e r f l a k e ) , F L 3 0 1 , F L 3 0 2 , F L 3 0 3 ( s m a l l ) , F L 3 0 4 ( p a t i n a t e d ) , F L 3 0 6 ( p a t i n a t e d ) , F L 3 0 7 , FL308 , 
F L 3 1 0 ( 2 s p a l l s ) a n d F L 3 2 0 ( m i c r o - b l a d e ) ; 

v . po t bo i l e r s : F L 2 5 1 ( t w o f l i n t s ) , F L 2 9 0 ( t h r e e f l i n t s ) . 
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T h e C r e m a t i o n s 

D r . C . We l l s h a s c a r r i e d o u t a p r e l i m i n a r y a s s e s s m e n t o f t he c r e m a t e d r e m a i n s . T h e resu l t s o f 
th i s c a n be s u m m a r i s e d as fo l lows: 7 O u t of t he 24 g r o u p s , 11 consist of b o n e w h i c h is so finely 
c o m m i n u t e d t h a t no d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f age i s poss ib le . Of t he r e m a i n i n g 13 g r o u p s , f ive h a v e b e e n 
a s ses sed as c h i l d r e n , i.e. F2, F5, F26, F32 a n d F45, t w o as poss ible ch i ld ren , i.e. F4 a n d F14 , four 
a s a d u l t , i .e. F i , F19 , F20 a n d F40, a n d two a s poss ib le adu l t s , i .e. F13 a n d F21 . I n a d d i t i o n to 
t h e s e , F 1 9 a n d p r o b a b l y F2 a r e e a c h t h o u g h t to c o n t a i n p a r t s o f a poss ib le adu l t . D r . Wel l s 
s t r e s s e d t h a t in m a t e r i a l such as th i s , i t i s n o t possible to be ce r t a in t h a t r e m a i n s t e r m e d ' a d u l t ' 
a r e n o t t h o s e of a we l l -deve loped ado lescen t of 16 or 17 years of age . 

I t is h o p e d t h a t a full r e p o r t on the c r e m a t i o n s will be c o n t a i n e d in a fu ture ed i t ion of these 
Transactions. 

Ident i f icat ion o f C h a r c o a l Samples b y A . J . G o u l d w e l l 

All t h e w o o d c h a r c o a l r ecovered from the si te w a s in sma l l q u a n t i t i e s a n d o f ve ry smal l size. C o n 
s e q u e n t l y p rec i s e ident i f ica t ion w a s r e n d e r e d difficult. Differences be tween a lde r (Alms), h o r n 
b e a m (Carpinus) a n d haze l (Corylus) were no t a lways d i s t i ngu i shed , no r w a s a n y s e p a r a t i o n m a d e 
b e t w e e n h a w t h o r n (Crataegus), a p p l e (Malus) a n d p e a r (Pyrus). A l d e r - g r o u p c h a r c o a l h a s g r e a t e r 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , w i th s o m e oak (Quercus) a n d o n e s a m p l e o f h a w t h o r n - t y p e . 

S p e c i e s iden t i f i ed : 
C r e m a t i o n s F i Alnus s p . 

F20 Alnus s p . a n d Quercus s p . 
F26 Alnus s p . 
F37 Alnus s p . a n d Crataegus/Malus/Pyrus s p . 
F44 Alnus/Carpinus/Corylus s p . 
F45 Alnus/Carpinus/Corylus sp . 
F49 Alnus/Carpinus/Corylus s p . 

P i t s F7 Alnus/'Corylus s p . a n d Quercus s p . 
F42 Quercus s p . 
F 7 1 Quercus s p . 

L i n e a r d i t c h F61 ? Quercus s p . ( c o m m i n u t e d f r a g m e n t s ) 

T h e k ind a s s i s t a n c e o f M r s . C . K e e p a x o f the A n c i e n t M o n u m e n t s L a b o r a t o r y , D e p a r t m e n t 

o f t h e E n v i r o n m e n t , i s g r ea t l y a p p r e c i a t e d . 

P h a s i n g and Interpretat ion o f the Features 

T h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t he c r e m a t i o n s in t he urnfield ind ica tes tha t i n g e n e r a l they p o s t - d a t e t he 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of t he b a r r o w s . T h i s conc lus ion i s s u p p o r t e d by the d i scovery of two or m o r e b r o k e n 
u r n s in t h e r e d e p o s i t e d b a r r o w m o u n d fo rming the s tony infill o f the r ing -d i t ch F27. T h e s e 
sugges t s e c o n d a r y b u r i a l s o r ig ina l ly inse r ted in to t he b a r r o w m o u n d s . 

T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n the p i ts F58 a n d F56 wi th the c r e m a t i o n s F44 a n d F58 ( p p . 
8—9) i n d i c a t e t h a t t he d igg ing of t he p i ts w a s c o n t e m p o r a r y w i t h the use of t he urnf ield. 

T h e l i nea r d i t ch F33 w h i c h p o s t - d a t e s the levell ing of the b a r r o w F29 i s p a r t o f an enc losu re 
or f i e ld-sys tem a n d sugges t s t h a t the ceme te ry w a s f la t tened for a g r i c u l t u r a l r ea sons . Pit F7 cu t 
the s tony infill of r i n g - d i t c h F22 a n d therefore a lso be longs to this pe r iod . 

T h u s the following th ree p h a s e s can be p o s t u l a t e d : P h a s e 1 i s the b a r r o w ceme te ry , p h a s e 2 
consis ts of t he ' f lat ' c e m e t e r y a n d the pi ts , a n d p h a s e 3 i s the levell ing of the b a r r o w s for 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p u r p o s e s . 

T h e c r e m a t i o n s F8 a n d F30 lie w i th in r ing-d i t ches a n d t h u s m a y inva l ida t e this s e q u e n c e . 
H o w e v e r , F30 m a y be s p u r i o u s (p . 7) a n d therefore does no t necessar i ly r ep re sen t a se r ious 
p r o b l e m . O n the o t h e r h a n d F 8 i s a n u n d o u b t e d c r e m a t i o n b u t can p e r h a p s b e r e g a r d e d a s be ing 
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in a class of i ts o w n s ince i t is u n u s u a l l y d e e p . I t m a y h a v e b e e n a p h a s e I ' sa te l l i te ' bu r i a l u n d e r 
the b a r r o w m o u n d o r a n e x t r a d e e p s e c o n d a r y bu r i a l t h r o u g h t h e m o u n d . I f no t , t h e n the 
ba r rows m u s t h a v e b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d ear ly in t he life o f t h e f l a t ceme te ry . 

C r e m a t i o n F26 w a s found n e a r the b o t t o m of t he silt i n t he d i t ch F22 a n d m u s t h a v e been 
washed o r d u m p e d i n from t h e s ide . I t need no t h a v e p r e - d a t e d t he b a r r o w . T h e c r e m a t i o n s were 
near ly all p l a c e d at leas t 1 m b a c k from the edges of t h e r ing-d i t ches p e r h a p s to p r e v e n t t h e m 
being w a s h e d in to t h e d i t c h e s l ike F26. An a l t e rna t ive e x p l a n a t i o n i s t h a t t he b a r r o w s h a d 
ex terna l b a n k s . 

No sa t i s fac tory e x p l a n a t i o n c a n be p u t forward to exp la in the p i t s . In p l a n , F64, F65, F66, 
F51, F53, F62 a n d F63 form a r o u g h l y c i r cu la r s h a p e a n d p e r h a p s m a y h a v e been s t r u c t u r a l . 
H o w e v e r , too m u c h s h o u l d n o t b e m a d e o f th i s . T h e pi ts m a y h a v e been d u g s imply t o o b t a i n 
gravel a n d s a n d . 

Dat ing a n d C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h e p o t t e r y from t h e urnf ie ld be longs to the ea s t e rn g r o u p (in Essex a n d Suffolk) o f the Devere l -
R i m b u r y c u l t u r e . T h i s w a s identif ied b y M r . F . H . E r i t h a n d D r . I . H . L o n g w o r t h a n d t e r m e d b y 
t h e m t h e 'Ardleigh Group' af ter t h e t ype site at A r d l e i g h wh ich lies only six miles eas t of C h i t t s Hi l l 
(E r i t h a n d L o n g w o r t h , 1960) . T h e p o t t e r y from C h i t t s Hi l l does no t differ s ignif icantly from t h a t 
from A r d l e i g h . T h e a p p a r e n t a b s e n c e o f g l o b u l a r u r n s a n d the d i s t inc t ive ' ho r se shoe h a n d l e s ' a t 
C h i t t s H i l l i s p r o b a b l y fo r tu i tous in view of t he smal l n u m b e r of u r n s recovered from the site a n d 
the i r f r a g m e n t a r y c o n d i t i o n . At A r d l e i g h these features on ly a p p l y to a b o u t o n e in seven of the 
po t s ( C o u c h m a n , 1975, 19-20). 

T h e Ardleigh Group c a n be d a t e d to t h e m i d d l e B r o n z e Age (Burgess , 1974, 170, 214-18) w i t h 
t he poss ib i l i ty o f su rv iva l i n to t he f i r s t p a r t o f t he la te Bronze Age ( C o u c h m a n , 1975, 27-28). T h e 
b a r r o w c e m e t e r y a t C h i t t s H i l l cou ld be D e v e r e l - R i m b u r y too b u t the re i s no conc lus ive ev idence 
e i the r w a y . 

T h e p o t t e r y in F61 c a n on ly be r e g a r d e d as p r o v i d i n g a b r o a d terminus post quern for t he back
f i l l ing o f t h e f ea tu re . On the a v a i l a b l e ev idence all the k n o w n l inear d i t ches in the f i e ld , i.e. F61, 
F33, t h e d i t c h e s i n d i c a t e d by c r o p m a r k s (Fig. 1) a n d the d i t ch excava ted by M r . Pe tchey (Fig. 1) 
cou ld p o s t - d a t e t he c o n s t r u c t i o n o f G r y m e ' s D y k e as he h a s sugges ted ( p p . 18—19). T h e s e 
d i t c h e s m a y h a v e b e e n the resu l t o f a large-scale c h a n g e in l and -use w h e n the d y k e was bui l t a n d 
t h u s m a y be c o m p a r a b l e w i t h t h e l a rge f i e ld - sys tems found e l sewhere wi th in the oppidum 
( C r u m m y , 1975, 12—14). H o w e v e r , s u c h an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s p r o b a b l y too s imple a n d the re i s no 
g o o d r e a s o n w h y a d a t e in t he B r o n z e A g e o r t he ear ly o r m i d d l e I ron Age shou ld be cons ide red 
un l ike ly for a n y o r all o f these fea tures o r w h y any o f t h e m shou ld be c o n t e m p o r a r y . To 
c o m p l i c a t e m a t t e r s , on ly F33 c a n be posi t ively ass igned to p h a s e 3 s ince n o n e of t he o t h e r s 
i m p i n g e s on t h e c e m e t e r y itself. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the re a p p e a r a t p r e sen t to be no su i t ab l e ae r ia l 
p h o t o g r a p h s w h i c h m i g h t i n d i c a t e i f M r . Pe t chey ' s d i t ch ex t ends west o f G r y m e ' s D y k e a n d t h u s 
p r e - d a t e s it . 

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s 

T h e e x c a v a t i o n w a s ca r r i ed ou t b y t he C o l c h e s t e r E x c a v a t i o n C o m m i t t e e (now C o l c h e s t e r 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t ) w i t h t he p e r m i s s i o n o f A m e y - F a i r c l o u g h . T h e work w a s f i nanced by 

g r a n t s f rom the D e p a r t m e n t o f the E n v i r o n m e n t , the Co lches t e r B o r o u g h C o u n c i l , the P i lg r im 

T r u s t a n d t h e Es sex C o u n t y C o u n c i l . T h e excava t ions were superv i sed b y M r . N . A . S m i t h a n d the 

s i te p l a n s d r a w n b y M r . J . H a y e s a n d M r . E . G o d w a r d . T h e d r a w i n g s for pub l i ca t i on w e r e p r e 

p a r e d b y M r . J . H a y e s , M r s . G . M . C r o s s a n a n d M r . P . C . P a r t n e r . T o these peop le a n d t o all the 

d i g g e r s i nvo lved , I e x t e n d my w a r m e s t t h a n k s a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n for the i r work . 



. 6 PHILIP CRUMMY 

F i n a l l y , I a m i n d e b t e d t o D r . C . W e l l s , M r . J . W y m e r a n d M r . A . G o u l d w e l l fo r t h e i r 

s p e c i a l i s t r e p o r t s a n d t o M r s . J . W h i f f i n g o f t h e C o l c h e s t e r a n d E s s e x M u s e u m w h o c o n s e r v e d 

t h e p o t t e r y . 

The Society acknowledges with thanks a grantfrom the Department of the Environment towards the publication of 
this paper. 

NOTES 

1. C o v e r l o a m is d e s c r i b e d a n d d i s c u s s e d in r e c e n t w o r k of t h e Soi l S u r v e y in Nor fo lk , Soils in Norfolk, 

No. 2; Soil Survey Records, No. 21. A l t h o u g h the s u b s o i l is different h e r e f rom t h a t at C h i t t s H i l l , t h e c o v e r 

i s s u b s t a n t i a l l y t h e s a m e . I a m i n d e b t e d t o M r . R . G . S t u r d y for th i s i n f o r m a t i o n a n d for h i s h e l p . 

D e p o s i t s w i t h w i n d - b l o w n e l e m e n t s a r e d i s c u s s e d i n E v a n s , 1975, 44 a n d 63—64. 

2 . A n o t e o n t h e r e c o r d m a p s o f t h e C o l c h e s t e r a n d Essex M u s e u m . 

3 . P h o t o g r a p h s b y t h e N a t i o n a l M o n u m e n t s R e c o r d a n d Professor G . D . B . J o n e s . 

4 . A n o t e o n t h e r e c o r d m a p s o f t h e C o l c h e s t e r a n d Essex M u s e u m . 

5 . T h e c o l o u r n o t a t i o n s a n d n a m e s u s e d b e l o w a r e t a k e n f rom the Munsell Soil Color Charts ( 1 9 7 1 ) . T h e 

c l a s s i f i ca t ion of s t o n i n e s s fo l lowed is as de f ined in C u r t i s et al., 1976, 310. 

6 . T h e fo l l owing f e a t u r e n u m b e r s w e r e e i t h e r n o t u sed o r a r e r e d u n d a n t : F i o , F 1 7 , F 3 1 , F34, F38 , F47 , 

F 5 4 a n d F 5 5 . 

7 . T h e u r n e d c r e m a t i o n s w e r e n o t e x c a v a t e d i n a r b i t r a r y l aye r s a s s i nce s u g g e s t e d b y C a l v i n W e l l s 

( W e l l s , 1976) . 
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