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Stanway: aet Stanwaegun 

by D A V I D S T E P H E N S O N 

In his t r e a t m e n t of S t a n w a y in The Place-Names of Essex (p . 394) , D r . R e a n e y es tab l i shed t h a t the 
ea r ly (1 l t h - c e n t u r y ) forms of the n a m e signify ' a t the s tone w a y s ' , b u t h a d to confess t h a t ' t he 
r e a s o n for t he use of t he p l u r a l in the n a m e i s no t a p p a r e n t , unless possibly i t be t h a t the re w e r e two 
S t a n w a y s in t he 10th c e n t u r y c o r r e s p o n d i n g to t he la ter M a g n a a n d P a r v a h a m l e t s ' . I t w o u l d seem 
m o r e r e a s o n a b l e , howeve r , t o t ake the ear ly forms l i terally a n d to pos tu l a t e not two ' S t a n w a y s ' b u t 
t w o (or m o r e ) s t o n e w a y s , i.e. R o m a n r o a d s . T h a t the re were a t least two such roads , each t ak ing a 
di f ferent r o u t e t o w a r d s Co lches t e r , does seem to h a v e been the case . T h e n o r t h e r n r o a d , S t a n e 
S t r ee t , i s still a m a j o r r o u t e i n to Co lches t e r , b u t t he s o u t h e r n road is now largely l o s t — t h o u g h its 
c e n t r a l sec t ions in t he a r e a o f G r y m e ' s dyke h a v e been t r aced in excava t ion . T h e j u n c t i o n o f these 
r o a d s w o u l d s e e m to h a v e been a t o r n e a r S t a n w a y B r i d g e , 1 i n the e x t r e m e west e n d o f S t a n w a y 
p a r i s h . T h u s ' a t t h e s tone w a y s ' wou ld s e e m or ig inal ly to h a v e been a r o u g h desc r ip t ion o f the l ands 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h these r o a d s , w h i c h m u s t therefore bo th h a v e r e m a i n e d serv iceable in the 
A n g l o - S a x o n p e r i o d . 

N O T E 

1. This is the conjectured terminus of the southern road in the frontispiece map in C. F. C. Hawkes and 
M. R. Hull, Camulodunum (1947). 


