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A r c h a e o l o g y a n d R o m a n s tud ie s , by t he d e a t h o f M r . M. R . Hu l l a t Colches te r , have lost a devo ted 
p r a c t i t i o n e r w h o a l so w a s a c h a m p i o n of the m o d e r n m u s e u m . He w a s a Fellow of t he Society of 
A n t i q u a r i e s a n d o f t he M u s e u m s Assoc ia t ion . H i s service i n the Second W o r l d W a r w a s d o n e a t 
C o l c h e s t e r w i t h t h e O b s e r v e r C o r p s ; in the Firs t he fought, wi th commiss ioned r ank , in the 
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d Fus i l i e r s . 

S o n of a v igorous ly l e a rned i n c u m b e n t of Belford in the n o r t h of t ha t coun ty , he was b r ed to 
s c h o l a r l y a n d o u t d o o r p u r s u i t s c o m b i n e d . W h e n peace r e t u r n e d h e took the c o m b i n a t i o n in to 
R o m a n f ron t ie r a r c h a e o l o g y ; as a D u r h a m u n d e r g r a d u a t e i t d r e w h im towards a d i sc ip lesh ip to F . 
G . S i m p s o n , w h o a l r e a d y h a d r e n o w n for excava t ions on H a d r i a n ' s Wal l . H i s 1925 work wi th 
S i m p s o n , a t t h e fort of G r e a t C h e s t e r s (Aesica), gave vital clues to the Wal l ' s or iginal des ign ing on a 
b r o a d f o u n d a t i o n , w h i c h h a s ever s ince r e m a i n e d essent ia l to in t e rp re t ing its h is tory . Professional 
a d v a n c e m e n t fol lowed, b u t far d o w n s o u t h . R o m a n Co lches t e r ' s mi l i ta ry s ta r t , a n d sack in 
B o u d i c c a ' s revol t soon after, left i t t hence fo rward as peaceful as its Engl ish successor . A N o r m a n 
p e a c e , in th i s , h a d i n d e e d b e e n enforced by the C o n q u e r o r ' s cast le , bu t by the 1920s, in a p r iva t e 
p a r k a n d m e a d o w , t he cas t le w a s roof less—except w h e r e i t h a r b o u r e d w h a t was then qu i t e smal l , a 
m u s e u m . T h e C o r p o r a t i o n , p r e s e n t e d b y Lord C o w d r a y wi th the whole large p r o p e r t y , p u t the 
m u s e u m a t t he c e n t r e o f its p l a n n i n g afresh; a n d H u l l was a p p o i n t e d C u r a t o r . T h e c h a n g e from the 
n o r t h w a s p e r s o n a l a n d social b e s i d e s be ing a rchaeo log ica l . 

B u t t h e r o a d to success lay a h e a d ; i t w a s quickly t aken . In a n d bes ide the m e a d o w he disclosed 
u n e x p e c t e d R o m a n s t r u c t u r e s ; the cas t le vau l t s were revealed a s hav ing formed the p o d i u m o f 
C l a u d i u s ' s t e m p l e , f amed from T a c i t u s as scene of Boud icca ' s s l augh te r of its last defenders ; he r 
s a c k i n g w a s d i s c o v e r e d a t a p o t t e r y - s h o p wi th the whole of its stock inside it; a n d this was all d o n e 
w h i l e t h e p l a n s w e r e m a t u r i n g , t h r o u g h w h a t then was the Office o f W o r k s , for roofing a n d 
e q u i p p i n g the cas t l e to m a k e i t the m u s e u m t h a t exists today . 

W h e n fu r the r , in 1930, C o l c h e s t e r was r e a d y for its by-pass road , on a course t h r o u g h the 
p r e - R o m a n cap i t a l s i te , t he Camulodunum o f the Br i tons , new excava t ions were b e g u n in which H u l l 
h a d h i s i n d i s p e n s a b l e p l ace . A h e a d of foreseeable d e v e l o p m e n t o f all t ha t a r ea , Sheepen a n d its hill , 
he w o r k e d t h r o u g h to the i r e n d in 1939: he h a d found, in add i t i on to his sha re o f the Bri t ish a n d 
e a r l i e s t R o m a n d i scover ies , t w o R o m a n t emples a n d a po t t e ry -works wi th ' S a m i a n ' a m o n g s t its 
p r o d u c t s . All t h a t t i m e bes ides , a n d on unt i l his still qu i t e recent r e t i r emen t , he was busy in the new 
m u s e u m , a t t he cas t le a n d the n e a r b y Hol ly T r e e s m a n s i o n . H i s o lder a n d his y o u n g e r ass i s tan t , 
t h o u g h e a c h w a s r e m a r k a b l e , w e r e m a i n l y self- taught ; m o n e y w a s lacking for anc i l l a ry staff, a n d 
i n d e e d for a g r e a t dea l else. Yet his A n n u a l R e p o r t s were a rchaeologica l l i t e ra tu re in themse lves , 
for e v e r y p e r i o d d o c u m e n t e d fully, a n d t h r o u g h o u t wi th his a d m i r a b l e d r a w i n g s . A n d his Resea rch 
R e p o r t s w e r e m a j o r w o r k s , p r o d u c e d b y the Society o f A n t i q u a r i e s . H e b e g a n t h e m wi th 
Camulodunum as a u t h o r j o in t l y w i t h t he p resen t wr i te r , his Roman Colchester covered the m a s s of its 
k n o w n m a t e r i a l r e m a i n s , a n d the rest was in his sequel on its Roman Potters' Kilns. T h e G e r m a n 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l I n s t i t u t e h a d m a d e h im a C o r r e s p o n d i n g M e m b e r . H e m a r k e d the R o m a n town ' s 
19th c e n t e n a r y , in 1950, w i t h a festival conference a n d ( then qu i t e novel) an extensive loan 
e x h i b i t i o n , u s i n g his m u s e u m ' s capac iousnes s to m a t c h its t r easures wi th m a n y from e lsewhere ; 
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t h e r e w e r e d i s t i n g u i s h e d s p e a k e r s , s o m e from the Con t inen t ; the ladies of his family were hos tesses . 
F i n a l l y , h is life's last w o r k m u s t be r ecorded , t hough its issue has now to be p o s t h u m o u s ; i t is a 
f u r t h e r r e m i n d e r t h a t he a l w a y s was very m u c h m o r e than a Colches ter researcher . Brooches o r 
f ibu las , P r o v i n c i a l R o m a n c o s t u m e ' s mos t f requent accessories, had a t t rac ted h im for long; a n d he 
h a s left, to be p u b l i s h e d in the n e a r future , a classified a n d i l lustrated corpus of all of t h e m for 
B r i t a i n . B a r e l y a y e a r a g o , he w a s a w a r d e d a pens ion from the Civil List. 

R e x H u l l w a s a q u i e t a n d a p a t i e n t m a n . U n d e r n e a t h his ret icence of m a n n e r were s t r o n g 
c o n v i c t i o n s ; t h e r e t i cence m i g h t be b roken , indeed , on occasions of their seeming to be f lou ted . A n d 
ye t s u c h m o m e n t s o f i n d i g n a t i o n w e r e r a r e . He h a d a wry N o r t h u m b r i a n h u m o u r , a n d i t a lways 
p r e v a i l e d . T h e n e a r - o c t o g e n a r i a n kep t t he cha rac t e r tha t m a r k e d h im from early yea r s . I t s 
p r i n c i p l e s s h o w e d in his work , ins i s tence on t ru th , a n d s teadiness o f fr iendship; unselfish a n d 
k i n d l y a l t o g e t h e r , i t h a d a lso its cheerful ly convivial side. 

He h a d for severa l yea r s been a widower , after be ing long a n d most happ i ly w e d d e d ; the re 
w e r e t w o d a u g h t e r s o f t he m a r r i a g e , a n d bo th survive h im . 
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