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'treasure 
trove' 

F o r m e r P o u l t r y M a r k e t 
A l a rge R o m a n f o u n d a t i o n w a s r e v e a l e d d u r i n g a l i m i t e d 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n by t h e T r u s t on a b u i l d i n g si te nex t 
t o N o r t h B r i d g e . T h e s i te i s o n t h e n o r t h s ide o f t h e r iver, o n 
N o r t h S t a t i o n R o a d , w h e r e v a r i o u s e a r l i e r d i scove r i es i n c l u d i n g 
a m o s a i c p a v e m e n t s h o w t h e a r e a t o h a v e b e e n a l a r g e s u b u r b 
i n R o m a n t i m e s . T h e r e c e n t f i n d a p p e a r s t o b e t o o w i d e f o r a n 
o r d i n a r y h o u s e f o u n d a t i o n . I t m a y h a v e b e e n p a r t o f a R o m a n 
b r i d g e w h e r e N o r t h B r i d g e i s n o w (un l i ke l y ) o r i t m a y h a v e 
f o r m e d p a r t o f a p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s u c h as a t e m p l e . 

A w a r d f r o m 
t h e Essex 
H e r i t a g e T r u s t 

T h e Essex H e r i t a g e 
T r u s t has g i v e n a 
g r a n t t o w a r d s p u b 
l i c a t i o n o f t h e r e 
sul ts o f t h e e x t r a 
o r d i n a r y S t a n w a y 
s i t e , w h e r e f i n d s 
i n c l u d e d t h e f a m 
ous g a m i n g b o a r d 
a n d s u r g i c a l i n s t r u 
m e n t s i n t h e 2 , 0 0 0 
y e a r - o l d g r a v e of a 
Br i t ish d o c t o r . T h e 
g r a n t f r o m t h e Essex H e r i t a g e T r u s t 
w i l l f u n d t h e in i t ia l c a t a l o g u i n g o f 
t h e f i n d s a n d o t h e r d i s c o v e r i e s . 
T r u s t e e Rory W a t s o n i s p i c t u r e d 
a b o v e e x a m i n i n g a n I t a l i a n c o p p e r -
a l l oy p a n f r o m t h e ' d o c t o r ' s ' g r a v e . 

L o n g i n u s 
I t u s e d t o b e t h o u g h t t h a t 
C o l c h e s t e r ' s m a g n i f i c e n t 
t o m b s t o n e o f t h e R o m a n 
s o l d i e r L o n g i n u s w a s c a r v e d 
o u t o f B a t h s t o n e , b u t i t i s 
q u e s t i o n a b l e i f t h e B a t h 
q u a r r i e s w e r e o p e r a t i n g a s 
ea r l y a s A D 4 3 - 5 0 w h e n i t 
s e e m s L o n g i n u s d i e d . O n e 
o f t h e h u n d r e d s o f c h i p s 
f r o m t h e s t o n e w h i c h w e r e 
d i s c o v e r e d i n 1 9 9 7 a l o n g 
w i t h t h e f a c e ( see T h e 
C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i s t , 
10) has b e e n t h i n - s e c t i o n e d 
a n d i d e n t i f i e d b y g e o l o g i s t 
R W S a n d e r s o n as b e i n g L i n c o l n s h i r e l i m e s t o n e 
f r o m q u a r r i e s a t e i t h e r A n c a s t e r o r G r e a t 
C a s t e r t o n . T h i s w o u l d m e a n t h a t t h e s t o n e w a s 
t r a n s p o r t e d f r o m t h e q u a r r y b y r o a d s t a r t i n g o n 
E r m i n e S t ree t w h i c h w a s n e a r b o t h q u a r r i e s 
( a s s u m i n g E r m i n e S t ree t h a d b e e n b u i l t t h e n ) o r 
i t w a s t a k e n t o t h e W a s h a n d b r o u g h t t o 
C o l c h e s t e r a r o u n d t h e c o a s t . 

F o u r - t h o u s a n d - y e a r - o l d a r r o w h e a d 
People lived, farmed and hunted in the Colchester area long before the 
Romans arrived. One of the latest finds which shows this claim to be true is 
this fine flint arrowhead. (See further on pages 8-9.) It is about 4,000 years 
old which means that it was made about 2,000 years before the Roman 
invasion of Britain in AD 43. 

The arrrowhead is of the 'barbed-and-tanged' type. The 
central lower projection is the tang, which was slotted and 
fixed on to the shaft of the arrow. There were two barbs, 
one to either side of the tang, but the left-hand barb has 

snapped off and is missing. The barbs made it difficult 
for the arrowhead to work loose when completely 
embedded in the animal's body. 

The arrowhead was found by James Fawn of the 
Colchester Archaeological Group in 1998. It comes 
from the site in Beverley Road where the 
gravestone of Roman soldier Longinus was found, 
(see above) 

R o m a n b a t h s 
Par t o f a n a p s i d a l R o m a n b a t h 
( le f t ) w a s r e c e n t l y u n c o v e r e d o n 
a H e a d S t ree t s i te in C o l c h e s t e r . 
T h e b a t h w a s f i rs t f o u n d i n 1 9 3 4 
( r i g h t ) d u r i n g t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
d i g w h i c h p r e c e d e d t h e b u i l d i n g 
o f t h e pos t o f f i ce ( n o w c l o s e d ) . 
A l t h o u g h s t r u c t u r e s s u c h a s 
t h e s e a r e n o r m a l l y r e fe r red t o a s 
' p l u n g e b a t h s ' , t h e y a r e u s u a l l y 
t o o s h a l l o w t o d i ve i n t o . I n s t e a d , 
b a t h e r s w o u l d s i m p l y h a v e 
s t e p p e d i n t o t h e w a t e r a n d 
e i t h e r p a d d l e d a b o u t o r s a t 
d o w n . T h e w a t e r i n t h e b a t h 
w o u l d h a v e b e e n c o l d . T h e 
r e c e n t e x c a v a t i o n w a s c a r r i e d 
o u t by A O C . 
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R o m a n b u r i a l r i te 
A d e c a p i t a t e d b o d y w a s o n e o f t h r e e 
bu r ia l s c a r e f u l l y u n c o v e r e d b y t h e T r u s t 
d u r i n g b u i l d i n g w o r k s f o r a n e x t e n s i o n 
f o r t h e T r u s t ' s a u d i t o r s , B e a u m o n t 
S e y m o u r a n d C o i n B u t t R o a d . T h e 
h e a d h a d b e e n p l a c e d a b o v e o n e o f 
t h e legs o f t h e b o d y . I n cases s u c h as 
th is e l s e w h e r e , w h e r e t h e b o n e s a r e 
w e l l p rese rved , i t has b e e n s h o w n t h a t 
t h e h e a d s w e r e d e t a c h e d w i t h a sca lpe l 
s o a s n o t t o c u t i n t o a n y o f t h e n e c k 
v e r t e b r a e . O n e o f t h e o t h e r b u r i a l s 
i n c l u d e d a g r o u p o f f i ve i n t e r - l o o p e d 
c o p p e r - a l l o y b r a c e l e t s . 

Essex B o o k A w a r d s 1 9 9 6 / 7 
Ci ty o f V i c to r y , t h e T r u s t ' s b o o k o n t h e 
h i s to ry a n d a r c h a e o l o g y o f C o l c h e s t e r , 
w o n a n a w a r d f o r t h e b e s t 
c o m m e r c i a l l y - p u b l i s h e d b o o k o n Essex 
f o r t h e years 1 9 9 6 a n d 1 9 9 7 . T h e 
a w a r d c e r e m o n y w a s h e l d a t 
I n g a t e s t o n e H a l l , a n d t h e a w a r d s w e r e 
s p o n s o r e d b y t h e F r i ends o f H i s t o r i c 
Essex, W a t e r s t o n e s B o o k s e l l e r s o f 
C o l c h e s t e r , a n d Essex C o u n t y C o u n c i l 
L ib ra r ies . C o p i e s a r e sti l l a v a i l a b l e i n 
p a p e r b a c k f o r £ 9 . 9 5 f r o m b o o k s h o p s 
o r d i r e c t f r o m t h e C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t . 

R o m a n p o t t e r y v o l u m e 
T h e T r u s t ' s m a j o r t e c h n i c a l v o l u m e o n 
R o m a n p o t t e r y f r o m C o l c h e s t e r w i l l b e 
a v a i l a b l e i n A p r i l 1 9 9 9 . I t w a s w r i t t e n 
b y R o b i n S y m o n d s a n d S u e W a d e a n d 
e d i t e d b y Pau l B idwe l l a n d A l e x a n d r a 
C r o o m . T h e 5 0 0 - p a g e r e p o r t i n c l u d e s 
a C D - R O M f o r s i te d a t a . T h e v o l u m e 
c a n b e o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e T r u s t f o r £ 3 9 
p lus pos t a n d p a c k i n g . 

Gi f ts 
T h e T r u s t w a s d e l i g h t e d t o r e c e i v e d 
v a r i o u s d o n a t i o n s i n 1 9 9 8 i n c l u d i n g 
t w o s u b s t a n t i a l s u m s o f m o n e y a n d 
runs o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p e r i o d i c a l s f o r 
its very m o d e s t ' l i b r a r y ' . T h a n k y o u 
a g a i n t o a l l c o n c e r n e d . 

B e n H u r C o l c h e s t e r - s t y l e 
Plans h a v e b e e n a n n o u n c e d b y P a t r i c k M u r p h y o f M e d i e v a l T o u r n a m e n t s L td t o 
b u i l t a R o m a n c i r cus on a s i te on t h e ou t sk i r t s o f C o l c h e s t e r . I t i s to h a v e a c a p a c i t y 
o f 1 , 2 0 0 . T o p o f t h e b i l l , six d a y s a w e e k , w i l l b e R o m a n c h a r i o t r a c i n g . 

S p e a r b l a d e f r o m a n Eas t M e r s e a 
b e a c h 
Paul Sealey writes: 

S o m e y e a r s a g o t h e 
s h a r p eyes o f T e r r y 
B u t c h e r n o t i c e d a s p e a r 
b l a d e o n t h e f o r e s h o r e o n 
M e r s e a I s l a n d . T e r r y h a d 
n o i d e a h o w o l d i t w a s 
b u t h e t o o k i t h o m e a n d 
p u t i t i n his t o o l b o x . 
T h e r e i t r e m a i n e d un t i l 
h is f r i e n d M o n t y B u s h 
s a w t h e w e a p o n a n d 
rea l i sed - to his c r e d i t -
w h a t i t w a s . T e r r y 
g e n e r o u s l y d o n a t e d t h e 
s p e a r t o C o l c h e s t e r 
M u s e u m a n d M o n t y 
h i m s e l f p r o u d l y b r o u g h t i t 
t o t h e M u s e u m R e s o u r c e 
C e n t r e . S o a n y o n e w h o 
ca res a b o u t t h e p a s t h a s 
g o o d r e a s o n t o b e 
g r a t e f u l t o b o t h o f t h e m . 

Bu t h o w d i d t h e s p e a r e n d u p o n a 
b e a c h a t East M e r s e a ? B e c a u s e o f sea 
level c h a n g e s , t h e r e is a s u b m e r g e d 
p reh i s t o r i c l a n d s c a p e o f f p a r t s o f t h e 
Essex c o a s t . M u c h o f i t i s B r o n z e A g e . 
T h e s p e a r w i l l h a v e c o m e f r o m th i s 
l a n d s c a p e a n d b e e n w a s h e d u p o n t h e 
b e a c h b y sea a c t i o n . T h e p r o o f i s 

i n s i de t h e h o l l o w s o c k e t o f t h e spea r . 
T h e r e o n e c a n sti l l m a k e o u t p a r t o f 
t h e w o o d t h a t s e c u r e d t h e b l a d e t o its 
s h a f t . N o r m a l l y o f c o u r s e w o o d t h a t 
o l d w o u l d h a v e d e c a y e d l o n g a g o , b u t 
t h e w a t e r - l o g g e d c o n d i t i o n s p rese rved 
i t . 

W e a l r e a d y k n o w e n o u g h a b o u t 
p reh is to r i c w e a p o n s t o d a t e t h e M e r s e a 
Is land s p e a r t o t h e m i d d l e B ronze A g e , 
t o a b o u t 1 6 0 0 - 1 2 0 0 BC. A l o n g t h e 
s ides o f t h e s o c k e t o f t h e spea r Te r r y 
f o u n d t h e r e a r e t w o s ide l oops . I t has 
b e e n s u g g e s t e d t h e y w e r e used t o h o l d 
tex t i le r i bbons o r s t r eamers i n p l a c e . 
O b v i o u s l y th i s w o u l d n o t a f f e c t t h e 
e f fec t i veness of t h e spea r b u t i t g ives a 
c l u e t o h o w p e o p l e fe l t a b o u t w e a p o n s 
a n d f i g h t i n g i n t h e B r o n z e A g e . 
W e a p o n s o f t h e p e r i o d a r e o f t e n 
f i n i s h e d w i t h a n e l e g a n c e t h a t i s 
u n n e c e s s a r y i f j u d g e d o n p u r e l y 
u t i l i t a r i a n g r o u n d s . T h i s h a d n o t 
h a p p e n e d be fo re i n h u m a n h is tory a n d 
sugges ts t h a t p e o p l e d id n o t a lways 
f i g h t as a last d e s p e r a t e resor t b u t 
pos i t ive ly reve l led i n w a r f a r e . W e a p o n s 
l ike t h e M e r s e a spea r tel l us t h a t t h e 
soc ie ty t h a t c r e a t e d t h e m w a s b e g i n n i n g 
to see w a r f a r e as a l e g i t i m a t e a n d 
g l o r i o u s ac t iv i ty a n d t h e scene w a s set 
f o r t h e c o n f l i c t s t h a t h a v e p l a g u e d 
h u m a n k i n d ever s ince. 

G r o u n d p r o b i n g P a r k s u r v e y 
Co lches te r ' s Cas t le Park i s a r g u a b l y t h e 
m o s t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y - r i c h m u n i c i p a l p a r k 
in t h e coun t r y . I t i n c l u d e s t h e cas t le a n d its 
d e f e n c e s , t h e T e m p l e o f C l a u d i u s , t h e 
t o w n w a l l , a g a t e , a n d t h e r e m a i n s o f 
R o m a n s t ree ts , h o u s e s , a n d o t h e r 
bu i l d i ngs . Th i s m e a n s t h a t , a l t h o u g h t h e 
se t t i ng a n d a t m o s p h e r e o f t h e p a r k a r e 
e n r i c h e d by t h e r e m a i n s , its d a y - t o - d a y 
m a n a g e m e n t a n d l o n g - t e r m d e v e l o p 
m e n t a re m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d t h a n n o r m a l , 
espec ia l l y s ince i t is a p r o t e c t e d a n c i e n t 
m o n u m e n t . T h e pos i t i on o f n e w t rees a n d 
o t h e r p l a n t i n g s n e e d s t o b e c o n s i d e r e d i n 
re la t i on t o t h e b u r i e d a r c h a e o l o g y , a s 
w o u l d a n y g r o u n d w o r k s o r n e w b u i l d i n g . 

T h e B o r o u g h C o u n c i l c o m m i s s i o n e d a 
rev iew o f t h e p a r k poss ib l y l e a d i n g t o 

m a j o r i m p r o v e m e n t s , a n d , a s p a r t o f th i s 
p rocess , t h e T r u s t w a s a s k e d t o ca r r y o u t 
a g e o p h y s i c a l su rvey . H o w a r d B r o o k s 
u s e d a m a g n e t o m e t e r ( r i gh t ) o f t h e k i n d 
m a d e f a m o u s b y T i m e T e a m . T h e resu l ts 
w e r e l i m i t e d , t h e o n l y n e w i n f o r m a t i o n 
o f s u b s t a n c e b e i n g s o m e d i t c h - l i k e 
f e a t u r e s i n t h e L o w e r Cas t l e Park . 

I n g e n e r a l , t h e r e m a i n s p r o v e d t o b e 
t o o d e e p , a n d t o o heav i l y m a s k e d b y 
m e t a l ob j ec t s s u c h a s p a r k f i t t i ngs a n d 
d i s c a r d e d b o t t l e t o p s . T h e r e a r e m o r e 
sens i t ive m a c h i n e s o n t h e m a r k e t w h i c h 
c a n b e t r i e d , a n d a s a m p l e a r e a has 
b e e n t e s t e d u s i n g a n a l t e r n a t i v e 
t e c h n i q u e u n a f f e c t e d b y b u r i e d m e t a l . 
Bu t f o r n o w , i t l ooks as if, f o r t h e Park a t 
least , t h e r e i s no subs t i t u t e f o r a g o o d o l d 
f a s h i o n e d h o l e o r t w o . 
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h o u s e h o l d g o d . O n e o f t h e po t s h a d a 
p o t t e r y l i d , a n d a n o t h e r w a s c o v e r e d b y 
a p i e c e o f t i l e . T h e r e w a s n o t h i n g o v e r 
t h e t h i r d o n e ( s e e b a c k c o v e r ) 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i t h a d b e e n c o v e r e d 
w i t h s o m e t h i n g o r g a n i c s u c h a s w o o d 
o r c l o t h . 

O f f e r i n g s o f t h i s s o r t h a v e 
o c c a s i o n a l l y b e e n f o u n d b e f o r e i n 
C o l c h e s t e r . G e n e r a l l y t h e p o t s a r e 
e m p t y , a n y o r g a n i c o r l i qu i d c o n t e n t s 
h a v i n g l o n g d i s a p p e a r e d , a l t h o u g h 
t h e r e w a s o n e u n d e r t h e f l o o r o f a 

One of the votive pots being uncovered. The 
photograph shows the lid and the empty pot 
below. 

c e l l a r a t t h e L i o n W a l k si te w h i c h 
c o n t a i n e d t h e b o n e s o f t h r e e p u p p i e s . 
O n e o f t h e po ts a t t h e C o - o p s i te w a s 
p a r t i c u l a r i n te res t , b e c a u s e s o m e c a t t l e 
b o n e s lay nex t t o i t s h o w i n g t h a t t h e 
o r i g i n a l d e p o s i t i n c l u d e d pa r t s o f a 
b u t c h e r e d a n i m a l . T h e b o n e s c o n s i s t e d 
o f a s c a p u l a ( s h o u l d e r b l a d e ) , 
v e r t e b r a e , a n d a n k l e b o n e s , s h o w i n g 
t h a t o n l y p o o r cu t s h a d b e e n s a c r i f i c e d . 

The Colchester Archaeological Trust gratefully 
acknowledges the support of the Colchester and 
East Essex Co-operative Society who 
commissioned and funded the excavation and 
the preliminary dig which preceded it. 

What's in a 
name? 

R o m a n p o t s o c c a s i o n a l l y h a v e w o r d s 
o r n u m b e r s o f v a r i o u s s o r t s 
s c r a t c h e d o n t h e m . M a r k H a s s a l l , a n 
e x p e r t o n R o m a n g r a f f i t i , r e v i e w s t h e 
s i g n i f i c a n c e o f a n a m e c a r v e d o n t h e 
o u t e r s u r f a c e o f b i t s o f t w o b r o k e n 
b o w l s f r o m t h e C o - o p s i t e . 

S a b i n e s c r a t c h e d h e r n a m e o n a 
c o u p l e o f r a t h e r u n d i s t i n g u i s h e d b o w l s 
a n d 1 7 0 0 years la te r , H o w a r d B r o o k s 
a n d his t e a m f o u n d t h e b r o k e n b i ts 
d u r i n g e x c a v a t i o n s o n t h e s i te o f t h e 
C o - o p i n L o n g W y r e S t ree t . 

W h o w a s S a b i n a ? W e d o n ' t k n o w , 
b u t i f s o m e o n e o f fe rs t o b e a m y o u b a c k 
t o R o m e i n 

t h e f i rs t c e n t u r y A D , d o n ' t b e o v e r h e a r d 
w h i s p e r i n g h e r n a m e i n t h e c o r r i d o r s o f 
N e r o ' s G o l d e n H o u s e , o r y o u m i g h t 
j us t f i n d y o u r s e l f h a v i n g t o a n s w e r 
s o m e p re t t y s e a r c h i n g q u e s t i o n s f r o m a 
c e n t u r i o n o f t h e P r a e t o r i a n G u a r d : 
P o p p a e a S a b i n a w a s t h e b e a u t i f u l a n d 
l i c e n t i o u s m is t ress - a n d l a te r w i f e - o f 
N e r o . H e r m u l e s w e r e s h o d w i t h g o l d 
a n d she w a s r e p u t e d t o t a k e a d a i l y 
b a t h i n t h e m i l k o f 5 0 0 asses ( y u k ) . S o 
w a t c h y o u r t o n g u e . A n d w a t c h i t t o o if, 
h a l f a c e n t u r y la te r , y o u f i n d you rse l f 
c r a c k i n g j o k e s w i t h t h e i m p e r i a l 
b i o g r a p h e r , S u e t o n i u s , a t t h e c o u r t o f 
H a d r i a n . I f h e s ta r ts t e l l i n g y o u t h e 
la tes t g o s s i p a b o u t S a b i n a , y o u ' d b e t t e r 
r e m e m b e r s o m e t h i n g y o u ' d f o r g o t t e n 
p re t t y f a s t a n d m a k e y o u r a p o l o g i e s : 
S a b i n a w a s T r a j a n ' s g r e a t n i e c e a n d 
H a d r i a n ' s w i f e a n d h e c o u l d n ' t s t a n d 
t h e w o m a n , b u t t h i s d i d n ' t e x c u s e 
i n s o l e n c e , a n d S u e t o n i u s g o t t h e s a c k 
b e c a u s e h e sa i d s o m e t h i n g o u t o f 
o r d e r . 

W h o s e w i f e w a s C o - o p p a e a S a b i n a ? 
W a s she b e a u t i f u l l ike N e r o ' s m is t ress 
o r d i d she h a v e a t e m p e r l ike H a d r i a n ' s 
o t h e r ha l f ? W e d o n ' t k n o w . W e d o 
k n o w t h a t she h a d a ' c o u p l e o f b l a c k 
b u r n i s h e d t y p e b e a d r i m b o w l s ' - a n d 
t h a t she c o u l d w r i t e . S h e c a n ' t h a v e 
b e e n t h e m is t ress o f a very w e a l t h y 

h o u s e h o l d - y o u w o u l d n ' t c a t c h 
y o u r R o m a n H y a c i n t h B u c k e t 
s c r a t c h i n g h e r n a m e o n t h o s e 
b l a c k b u r n i s h e d t y p e t h i n g i e s i n t h e 
k i t c h e n - w e l l w o u l d y o u ? 

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , she p r o b a b l y 
w a s n ' t a s lave e i t he r . Fo r o n e t h i n g 
she c o u l d w r i t e - t h o u g h s laves 
c o u l d o f t e n w r i t e t o o - b u t 
s ta t i s t i ca l l y i t 's a l s o u n l i k e l y . C I L , 
t h e c o r p u s o f L a t i n I n s c r i p t i o n s 
f r o m al l o v e r t h e e m p i r e {Corpus 
Inscriptionum Latinarum), i n c l u d e s 
5 1 2 o c c u r r e n c e s o f t h e n a m e 
S a b i n a o f w h i c h 4 9 6 w e r e t h e 
n a m e s o f ' f r e e ' w o m e n , a s 

o p p o s e d t o o n l y 3 2 o f s laves o r ex-
s laves . T h e f i g u r e s f o r m e n a r e 7 4 2 a s 
a g a i n s t 3 3 . See h o w t h e m e n a re 
m e n t i o n e d m o r e t i m e s t h a n t h e 
w o m e n . W h a t d o e s t h a t te l l u s a b o u t 
R o m a n soc ie ty? I s i t t h e s a m e w i t h 
s laves a n d f r e e d m e n ? A r e t h e y u n d e r -
r e p r e s e n t e d ? Yes p r o b a b l y , b u t i f o n e 
c o m p a r e s t h e S a b i n u s / S a b i n a f i g u r e s 
w i t h s o m e o t h e r n a m e s y o u c a n see 
t h a t c e r t a i n o n e s w e r e p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 
m o r e p o p u l a r w i t h s l a v e s . T h a t 
Eu t yches n o w - n a m e m e a n s L u c k y i n 
G r e e k o f c o u r s e - b u t h e ' s no G r e e k -
y o u c a n te l l a s lave a m i l e o f f - c h e e k y 
s o d - w a t c h i t ! Y o u ' l l d r o p t h e 
b l o o m i n g t h i n g ! W h i c h b r i n g s u s b a c k 
t o t h o s e b r o k e n b i ts o f ' b l a c k b u r n i s h e d 
t y p e b e a d r i m b o w l s ' . W h a t c a n w e say 
a b o u t t h e m ? Be t te r ask H o w a r d , b u t I 
c a n te l l y o u o n e t h i n g - t h e y ce r t a i n l y 
b e l o n g e d t o S a b i n a . 

The former County Nuclear war Headquarters 

(Near Colchester] set in a vast concrete bunker 

filled with original artefacts. 

Daytime visits or group Evening Tours throughout 

the year. Films videos and special presentations 

bring alive this Secret World and as a finale the 

'Nuclear Bomb' presentation really brings home 

what might have happened. 

A totally different place for a group visit, 

please telephone for full details. 

These tours are very popular and advance 
booking is essential. 

Minimum 10 persons maximum 30. 

(larger groups by arrangement). 

Tel: 01206 395680. 24 r/r infoline: 01206 392271 

tOCATED at Mistley near Manningtree Essex. 

Brown tourist signs from A12/A120 
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FOUNDING 
COLCHESTER'S CO-OP 

by Andrew Phillips 

T h e C o l c h e s t e r & East Essex C o - o p , 
t o d a y a m u l t i - m i l l i o n p o u n d success , 
b e g a n in 1 8 6 1 w i t h 28 sh i l l i ngs , a sack, 
o f f l o u r a n d a b o r r o w e d pa i r o f sca les . 
I t w a s o n e o f t h o s e ep ics o f w o r k i n g 
c lass self h e l p w h i c h e p i t o m i s e o u r v i e w 
o f t h e ' r e s p e c t a b l e ' a r t i s a n . I t f l o u r i s h e d 
o n t h e r is ing l iv ing s t a n d a r d s a n d l o w e r 
f o o d pr ices o f l a te V i c t o r i a n E n g l a n d . 

T h e i d e a f o r i t c a m e f r o m a m a n 
c a l l e d D a n d ( w e d o n ' t k n o w h is 

C h r i s t i a n n a m e ) w h o s e e m s t o h a v e 
l ived in C o l c h e s t e r f o r o n l y a b r ie f w h i l e . 
H e u r g e d a n d f i na l l y p e r s u a d e d J o h n 
C a s t l e , f o r e m a n o f a s m a l l l oca l si lk 
f a c t o r y , t o f r o n t t h e m o v e m e n t . E leven 
w o r k i n g m e n , c h o s e n f o r t h e i r 
p e r c e i v e d b u s i n e s s a b i l i t y , w e r e 
s u m m o n e d t o T h o m p s o n ' s C o f f e e 
H o u s e i n W y r e S t ree t a n d o v e r t h e nex t 
t w o m o n t h s t h e y d r e w u p ru les , i n v i t ed 
a p u b l i c m e e t i n g t o b u y o n e sh i l l i ng 

sha res , a n d r e n t e d a n e m p t y s h o p i n 
C u l v e r S t ree t , se l l ing b r e a d a n d f l o u r o n 
t h r e e e v e n i n g s a w e e k . T h e f i rs t w e e k ' s 
t a k i n g s w e r e u n d e r £ 5 . 

T h e i n f a n t C o - o p w a s f o r t u n a t e i n 
t h e ab i l i t y o f severa l o f its f o u n d e r s , 
n o t a b l y J o h n C a s t l e h i m s e l f , w h o s e 
m o v i n g a u t o b i o g r a p h y a p p e a r s i n 
A r t h u r B r o w n ' s b o o k 'Essex P e o p l e 
1 7 5 0 - 1 9 0 0 ' . A l s o s i g n i f i c a n t w e r e 
J a m e s P a x m a n , f o u n d e r o f t h e f i r m 
w h i c h e v e n t u a l l y b e c a m e t h e t o w n ' s 
l a rges t e m p l o y e r a n d J a m e s G o o d e y , 
a r c h i t e c t a n d b u i l d e r o f t h e ' N e w 
T o w n ' e s t a t e , t h a t h o m e o f t h e 
u p w a r d l y m o b i l e , w h i c h h e p l a n n e d a s 
a n e x p e r i m e n t i n s o c i a l l y m i x e d 
h o u s i n g . I n 1 8 6 1 , b o t h P a x m a n a n d 
G o o d e y w e r e sti l l f o r e m e n o f o t h e r 
m e n ' s bus inesses . 

G o o d e y d e s i g n e d a n d P a x m a n 
s u p e r v i s e d t h e C o - o p ' s f i r s t b u i l d i n g 
o n t h e s i te o f a d e c r e p i t b u t c h e r ' s 
s h o p i n w h a t i s n o w C u l v e r S t r e e t 
Eas t , a s i t e w h i c h u n t i l r e c e n t l y s t i l l 
h o u s e d t h e m a i n C o - o p g r o c e r y s t o r e . 
As w e l l as a s h o p , t h e r e w a s a b a k e r y , 
f o r t h e C o - o p p r o d u c e d i ts o w n 
b r e a d . I t w a s a l s o a c a r d i n a l 
p r i n c i p l e , t h e n a s n o w , t h a t t h e C o - o p 
s h o u l d o f f e r a s o c i a l a n d e d u c a t i o n a l 
p r o g r a m m e . T h e ' u p s t a i r s ' a t C u l v e r 
S t r e e t r a p i d l y b e c a m e t h e c e n t r e f o r a 
r i s i n g l a b o u r m o v e m e n t i n t h e t o w n . 
A t t h i s s t a g e , i t w a s l o o s e l y a l i g n e d 
w i t h t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y , b u t b y t h e 
1 8 9 0 s i t w a s a c t i v e l y p r o m o t i n g t r a d e 
u n i o n i s m a n d , i n a d e f i n i n g m o m e n t 
i n 1 9 1 8 , i t v o t e d t o b a c k t h e L a b o u r 
P a r t y ' s c a n d i d a t e a t t h e G e n e r a l 
E l e c t i o n t h a t y e a r . 

T h e ea r l y C o - o p h a d its p r o b l e m s . 
N o n - g r o c e r y bus iness w a s d i f f i c u l t t o 
g e t g o i n g , b u t e v e n t u a l l y a f l o u r i s h i n g 
c l o t h i n g d e p a r t m e n t w a s b o r n , w i t h t h e 
C o - o p o p e r a t i n g i ts o w n c l o t h e s -
m a k i n g u n i t . S h o e s h o p , d r a p e r s a n d 
c h e m i s t w e r e a l so e s t a b l i s h e d i n W y r e 
S t ree t . I n d e e d , t h e p r e s e n t r e b u i l d i n g 
p r o g r a m m e i s c a r e f u l l y p rese rv i ng t h e 
f a c a d e o f y e t a n o t h e r ' G o o d e y ' 
b u i l d i n g a n d o n e o f t h e s o c i e t y ' s 
b e e h i v e l o g o s . T r a d i n g w a s espec ia l l y 
b o o s t e d b y t h e o p e n i n g o f b r a n c h 
s tores i n G o o d e y ' s i n f a n t N e w T o w n , 
o n N o r t h S t a t i o n R o a d , a t L e x d e n , a t 
R o w h e d g e - a l l b e f o r e 1 9 0 0 . 

S o c e n t r a l d i d t h e C o - o p a n d its ' d i v i ' 
b e c o m e t o t h e l ives o f c o u n t l e s s C o l -
c e s t r i a n s , t h a t m a n y o v e r - 5 0 s r e a d i n g 
th i s w i l l st i l l reca l l t h e i r c h i l d h o o d C o - o p 
n u m b e r , l e a r n t b y h e a r t a l m o s t b e f o r e 
t h e i r s t ree t a n d h o u s e n u m b e r . S o 
un i ve rsa l w e r e its serv ices t h a t d u r i n g 
W o r l d W a r I I , w h e n r a t i o n i n g r e q u i r e d 
h o u s e h o l d e r s t o n a m e t h e i r g r o c e r y , 
o v e r h a l f t h e l oca l p o p u l a t i o n c h o s e t h e 
C o - o p . T o d a y , s e v e r a l s t r u c t u r a l 
c h a n g e s a n d t a k e - o v e r s l a t e r , t h e 
C o l c h e s t e r & East Essex C o - o p is sti l l a 
m a j o r re ta i l o u t l e t i n t h e a r e a . 
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How old is Colchester? 
C o l c h e s t e r i s p r o u d o f i t s c l a i m t o b e t h e 

' o l d e s t r e c o r d e d t o w n i n B r i t a i n ' , b u t t h i s 

r e f e r s t o i t s R o m a n p r e d e c e s s o r , a n d 

C o l c h e s t e r i s c e r t a i n l y m u c h o l d e r t h a n t h a t . 

C a m u l o d u n u m : d e f e n d e d s e t t l e m e n t 
P e r h a p s p r e - R o m a n C o l c h e s t e r d o e s 
n o t q u a l i f y f o r t h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f ' t o w n ' 
i n t h e m o d e r n s e n s e , b u t i t w a s 
c e r t a i n l y a l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n c e n t r e o f 
r e g i o n a l i f n o t n a t i o n a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . A s 
w e s h a l l s e e , t h e r e i s t a n t a l i s i n g 
e v i d e n c e t h a t C o l c h e s t e r w a s a n 
i m p o r t a n t s e t t l e - m e n t a t l e a s t a 
t h o u s a n d years b e f o r e t h e R o m a n s 
i n v a d e d B r i t a in i n A D 4 3 . 

T h e R o m a n t o w n a t C o l c h e s t e r w a s 
b u i l t i n s i d e t h e B r i t i sh s e t t l e m e n t 
k n o w n a s C a m u l o d u n u m , t h e 'dunum' 
m e a n i n g f o r t i f i e d p l a c e i n r e f e r e n c e t o 
t h e sys tem o f d e f e n s i v e dykes w h i c h 
p r o t e c t e d i t . T h e e a r l i e s t k n o w n 
r e f e r e n c e t o t h e n a m e C a m u l o d u n u m 
i s o n s o m e c o i n s d a t e d t o a r o u n d 2 5 -
15 BC w h i c h w e r e i ssued by a k i n g 
c a l l e d T a s c i o v a n u s . I n o t h e r w o r d s , 
d e s p i t e its size a n d o b v i o u s i m p o r t a n c e 
a t t h e t i m e o f t h e R o m a n i n v a s i o n , i t i s 
n o t poss ib le o n p r e s e n t e v i d e n c e t o 
m a k e C a m u l o d u n u m - t h e s e t t l e m e n t 
d e f e n d e d by dykes t h a t i s - p r e d a t e t h e 
R o m a n i n v a s i o n m u c h m o r e t h a n a 
m e r e 5 0 t o 7 5 yea rs , w h i c h i s r a t h e r 
h a r d t o be l i eve . 

T h e m a i n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e 
f o r C a m u l o d u n u m c a n b e t h o u g h t o f 
a s b e i n g m a d e u p o f severa l d i f f e r e n t 
c o m p o n e n t s , n a m e l y t h e o c c u p a t i o n 
si tes a t S h e e p e n ( n o w l a rge l y c o v e r e d 
b y t h e H i l l y F ie lds) a n d G o s b e c k s , t h e 
s y s t e m o f e a r t h w o r k d e f e n c e s ( dykes ) , 
t h e b u r i a l s , a n d its c o i n a g e . T h e la te 
I r o n A g e o c c u p a t i o n a t S h e e p e n , 
e x c a v a t e d on a l a r g e sca le i n t h e 
1 9 3 0 s a n d t h e n a g a i n i n 1 9 7 0 , c a n n o t 
b e m a d e m u c h e a r l i e r t h a n t h e e n d o f 
t h e 1st c e n t u r y BC , a n d t h e r e c e n t 
e x c a v a t i o n s a t G o s b e c k s (see p a g e 2 0 ) 
h a v e p r o d u c e d a s i m i l a r sor t o f p i c t u r e , 
a t leas t f o r t h e p e r i p h e r a l a r e a s o f 
G o s b e c k s . T h e L e x d e n T u m u l u s , t h e 
g r a n d bu r i a l p l a c e poss ib l y o f a k i n g o r 
ch ie f c a l l e d A d d e d o m a r o s (see p a g e 
10 ) , i s d a t a b l e to c 1 5 / 1 0 BC , a n d 
n o n e o f t h e n e a r b y m o r e m o d e s t 
bu r ia l s s e e m t o p r e d a t e c 5 0 / 2 5 BC . 
T h u s a l l in a l l , t h e r e is a c o n v e r g e n c e o f 
e v i d e n c e o f say 5 0 - 2 5 B C f o r t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n o f C a m u l o d u n u m . 

Jul ius C a e s a r c a m e t o B r i t a in i n t h e 
m i d 1st B C a n d h a d i m p o r t a n t c o n t a c t s 

w i t h s e n i o r m e n o f t h e T r i n o v a n t e s , 
t h e t r i b e w h i c h i n h a b i t e d th i s a r e a . 
H e r e c o r d s t h a t h e e n t e r e d t h e i r 
t e r r i t o ry , b u t m a k e s n o m e n t i o n o f a 
p l a c e c a l l e d C a m u l o d u n u m w h i c h h e 
m i g h t b e e x p e c t e d t o h a v e d o n e g i v e n 
its t r i b a l i m p o r t a n c e . O f c o u r s e , w e 
c a n n o t t a k e t h i s t o m e a n t h a t 
C a m u l o d u n u m d i d n o t ex is t b y t h i s 
s t a g e , e v e n a l t h o u g h i t w o u l d b e 
s u r p r i s i n g i f i t d i d n o t . 

T h e Br i t i sh k i n g s , i n c l u d i n g p e r h a p s 
f o r a t i m e T a s c i o v a n u s , p r o b a b l y l ived 
i n t h e f a r m s t e a d w h i c h f o r m e d t h e c o r e 
o f t h e G o s b e c k s si te a n d w h i c h has 
b e e n r e c o g n i s e d f r o m a e r i a l p h o t o 
g r a p h s o f c r o p m a r k s . N o e x c a v a t i o n 
has b e e n c a r r i e d w i t h i n its i n t e r i o r , b u t 
i t i s h e r e t h a t t h e bes t d a t i n g e v i d e n c e 
f o r t h e o r i g i ns o f C a m u l o d u n u m i s 
l ike ly to ex is t . 

H o w e v e r , t h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g si te a t 
S t a n w a y , w h i c h t h e T r u s t f i n i s h e d 
e x c a v a t i n g i n 1 9 9 7 , h in t s t h a t C a m u l o 
d u n u m w a s i n d e e d o l d e r t h a n w e 
p resen t l y t h i n k . A l t h o u g h S t a n w a y i n its 
f i n a l s t ages b e l o n g s t o t h e c r u c i a l c 2 5 
B C t o m i d 1st c e n t u r y A D p e r i o d , i t 
s e e m s t o h a v e s t a r t e d o f f m u c h e a r l i e r 
w h e n , i n t h e 3 r d o r 2 n d c e n t u r i e s BC , i t 
w a s f a r m s t e a d , l i ke t h e o n e a t 
G o s b e c k s b u t m u c h s m a l l e r . T h u s i t 
s e e m s l ike ly t h a t , w i t h e x c a v a t i o n , t h e 
f a r m s t e a d a t G o s b e c k s wi l l p r o v e t o b e 
jus t as ea r l y as t h e o n e a t S t a n w a y , i f 
n o t e v e n ear l i e r . A n d o f c o u r s e , w h a t 
a p p l i e s t o G o s b e c k s , w i l l a p p l y t o 
C a m u l o d u n u m t o o . 

B e f o r e C a m u l o d u n u m . . ? 
T h e s i t u a t i o n i s m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d st i l l , 
b e c a u s e t h e r e m a y h a v e b e e n p h a s e s 
o f m a j o r s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h e a r e a b e f o r e 
C a m u l o d u n u m . I n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e r e i s 
m u c h e v i d e n c e o f B r o n z e A g e 
o c c u p a t i o n i n t h e C o l c h e s t e r a r e a i n 
t h e f o r m o f r i n g d i t c h e s ( p a r t s o f 
b a r r o w s ) , c r e m a t i o n s , p o t t e r y , a n d 
f l i n ts . P rac t i ca l l y every l a r g e e x c a v a t i o n 
i n C o l c h e s t e r w i l l p r o d u c e r e m a i n s o r 
t r a c e s o f p reh i s t o r i c o c c u p a t i o n . Fo r 
e x a m p l e , f l i n ts a n d p o t t e r y f r o m w h a t i s 
n o w C u l v e r P r e c i n c t i n t h e t o w n c e n t r e 
s h o w e d t h a t t h e r e o n c e h a d b e e n a 
la te N e o l i t h i c s i te t h e r e o v e r 4 , 0 0 0 
years a g o . T h e p r o b l e m i s t h a t t h e r e 

The remarkable Sheepen cauldron, dated to 

between 1400 and 1 100 BC. 

Photograph © Colchester Museum. 

a r e p reh i s to r i c sites a l l o v e r Essex a n d 
h o w c a n w e te l l i f a n y o f t h e m w e r e 
m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n t h e o t h e r s ? 

A b ig c l u e t h a t C a m u l o d u n u m w a s 
a n i m p o r t a n t p l a c e l o n g b e f o r e t h e e n d 
o f t h e I r o n A g e c o m e s f r o m t h e 
S h e e p e n s i te. D u r i n g t h e e x c a v a t i o n s 
t h e r e i n t h e 1 9 3 0 s , lo ts o f po t t e r y 
d a t i n g t o a r o u n d 1 , 0 0 0 B C w a s f o u n d 
s c a t t e r e d o v e r t h e h i l l t o p . A s p e c t a c 
u l a r d i s c o v e r y w a s a l a r g e b r o n z e 
c a u l d r o n , w h i c h s e e m s t o b e l o n g t o th is 
ea r l i e r s e t t l e m e n t . T h e c a u l d r o n i s o n e 
o f t h e ea r l i es t i n t h e c o u n t r y , t h e on l y 
d i r e c t l y c o m p a r a b l e e x a m p l e b e i n g 
f r o m Fe l twe l l Fen in N o r f o l k . I t is a t ru ly 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y o b j e c t . I t has a c a p a c i t y 
o f a b o u t 1 5 g a l l o n s , a n d t e c h n o 
l o g i c a l l y s t a n d s a t t h e s ta r t o f shee t 
m e t a l w o r k i n g i n t h i s c o u n t r y . T h e 
c a u l d r o n i s t h o u g h t t o h a v e b e e n m a d e 

Post holes excavated at 
Sheepen in 1971. The 
hilltop is likely to be 
covered with similar 
post holes which, if 
uncovered over a 
larger area, would 
show the sizes and 
positions of 3,000-
year-old houses and 

8 



b e t w e e n 1 , 4 0 0 a n d 1 , 1 0 0 BC , s o t h a t 
i t m a y h a v e b e e n seve ra l h u n d r e d 
years o l d w h e n i t w a s d i s p o s e d o f i n a 
p i t a t S h e e p e n . 

T h e p r e s e n c e o f s u c h a n e x t r a 
o r d i n a r y a n d ra re o b j e c t a t C o l c h e s t e r 
s ugges t s t h a t t h e La te B r o n z e A g e 
s e t t l e m e n t m a y h a v e b e e n s p e c i a l a n d 
o f a h i g h s ta tus . U n f o r t u n a t e l y we 
c a n n o t ru le o u t t h e poss ib i l i t y t h a t t h e 
c a u l d r o n w a s i n f a c t b u r i e d i n t h e d a y s 
o f C a m u l o d u n u m w h e n i t w o u l d h a v e 
b e e n o v e r a t h o u s a n d years o l d . (Th i s 
i s n o t as u n l i k e l y as i t m a y s e e m 
b e c a u s e t h e L e x d e n T u m u l u s , d a t e d t o 
c 1 5 / 1 0 BC, c o n t a i n e d an e q u a l l y o l d 
B ronze A g e a x e h e a d . ) H o w e v e r , e v e n 
i f t h e c a u l d r o n w a s n o t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
t h e La te B ronze A g e s e t t l e m e n t , t h e 
q u a n t i t y a n d w i d e s p r e a d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 
t h e po t t e r y a t S h e e p e n s h o w t h a t t h i s 
h a d b e e n a s u b s t a n t i a l s e t t l e m e n t . T h e 
1 9 3 0 ' s e x c a v a t i o n w a s d o n e b y 
t r e n c h i n g w h i c h , a l t h o u g h t h e s t a n 
d a r d t e c h n i q u e o f t h e t i m e , m e a n t i t 
w a s easy t o miss v i ta l e v i d e n c e f o r 
s t ruc tu res s u c h as p o s t - b u i l t h o u s e s . A 
s m a l l a r e a e x c a v a t i o n i n 1 9 7 0 s h o w e d 
t h a t a d i f f e r e n t e x c a v a t i o n t e c h n i q u e 
w o u l d p r o b a b l y revea l t h e r e m a i n s o f 
m a n y d i f f e r e n t b u i l d i n g s o v e r t h e 
h i l l t o p . 

D e s p i t e t h e a m p l e e v i d e n c e f o r 
p r e h i s t o r i c o c c u p a t i o n i n t h e C o l 
ches te r a r e a , t h e r e i s su rp r i s i ng l y l i t t le 
m a t e r i a l t o b r i d g e t h e g a p b e t w e e n t h e 
L a t e B r o n z e A g e s e t t l e m e n t a n d 
C a m u l o d u n u m . W a s t h e l a r g e L a t e 
B r o n z e A g e s e t t l e m e n t a t S h e e p e n 
s i m p l y a o n e o f f o r w a s C o l c h e s t e r a 
m a j o r p l a c e l o n g b e f o r e its d e f e n c e s 
w e r e bu i l t a n d i t b e c a m e k n o w n a s 
C a m u l o d u n u m ? M u c h m o r e d i g g i n g i s 
n e e d e d t o t e l l . 

* Thanks to Paul Sealey for his views on the cauldron. 

PLACES TO VISIT BY 
THE WATERSIDE 

Harwich Maritime Museum, Low 
Lighthouse, Harbour Crescent, Harwich, 
Essex (in lighthouse built in 1818 on sea 
front) [Harwich Society]. Tel. (01255) 
503429. Open May 1-Aug 3 1 , 10.00-
5.00. Entrance adults 50p, accompanied 
children free. 

Harwich guided tours of old Harwich for 
groups of 10+, by the Harwich Society, 
any time by prior arrangement. Tel. 
(01255) 502668. Cost varies according to 
requirements. 
Individuals or small groups are invited to 
call in at Ha'penny Pier visitor centre for 
information. 
Guided tours most Weds at 2.00. 

Redoubt Fort, behind 29 Main Road, 
Harwich, Essex (circular, moated 
Napoleonic War fort, built in 1 808, under 
renovation; collection of big guns in 
emplacements; small historical displays in 
casements; views over town and harbour, 
Continental ferries) [Harwich Society]. Tel. 
(01255) 503429. Open May 1-Aug 3 1 , 
10.00-5.00; Sept 1-April 30, Sun only, 
10.00-12.00 and 2.00-5.00 (closed 
Christmas and New Year)-entrance: 
adults £ 1 , accompanied children free. 

Woodbridge Tide Mill 

One of the few remaining examples of its 
kind. Built 1793. Fully restored by the 

Tide Mill Trust on the 
picturesque Woodbridge 
quayside with stunning 
views of the River Deben. 
Photographers' paradise. 

Open 11.00am-5.00pm, 
Easter Friday/Monday and 
daily from 1 st May to 30th 
Sept. Adults £ 1 , children 
50p, family £2.50. 

(support the charity) 

Harwich Lifeboat Museum, Lifeboat 
House, Timberfields, Harwich, Essex 
(Victorian lifeboat house with 37 ft 
lifeboat; history of Harwich lifeboats) 
[Harwich Society]. Tel. (01255) 503429. 
Open May 1-Aug 3 1 , 10.00-5.00. 
Entrance adults 50p, accompanied 
children free. 

Mersea Island Museum, High Street, West 
Mersea, Mersea Island, Essex (local 
interest, including local history, natural 
history and social history, marine tools, 
wildlife, fossils, fishing and a fisherman's 
cottage of 1920-30; special exhibition 
each year). Tel. (01206) 385191. Open 
May 1-Sept 26, Wed-Sun 2.00-5.00. 
Admission 50p/25p. Visits to Mersea 
Barrow by arrangement;tel. (01206) 
383598. 

Essex Secret Bunker, Crown Building, 
Shrub-lands Road, Mistley, Essex (former 
county [Essex County Council] nuclear war 
HQ in vast concrete bunker, fully 
renovated, audio/video effects; shows how 
Essex would have operated during a 
nuclear attack; central underground 
operations room, radio room and 
telephone exchange, dormitory and offices, 
generator and ventilation plant all hidden 
deep inside bunker; sound effects, video 
and films bring the bunker to life as you 
discover the secrets of the Cold War in 
Essex; shop; cafe; picnic site, play area, 
free car park). Tel. (01206) 392271 (24-
hour information line). Open 10.30-4.30 
all year (last admission 30 minutes before 
closing), Good Fri-30 Sept daily; 
Feb/Mar/Oct/Nov, Sat/Sun. Entrance 
£4.95/ £4.35/£3.65, family (2+3) ticket 
£15.00; groups of 1 1 + less 50p per 
person; evening tours, curator's tours and 
young persons' visits can be booked 
throughout year, please tel. for details. 

Tilbury Fort, No 2 Office, The Fort, Tilbury, 
Essex (largest and best-preserved example 
of 17th-century military engineering in 
England, commanding the Thames and 
showing the development of forts over 300 
years, near site of Queen Elizabeth's 
famous pre-Armada speech; parade 
grounds, gun-powder magazines, 
casements; opportunity to fire a 3.7" anti
aircraft gun of 1943; special events and 
firing days; exhibition; shop). Tel. (01375) 
858489. Open April 1-Oct 31 daily, 10.00-
1.00 and 2.00-6.00 (5.00 in Oct); Nov 1-
March 31 in 2000, Wed-Sun, 10.00-4.00 
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Lexden is exceptionally r ich in archaeological 
remains and standing monuments of the past. 
Today it is a desirable place in which to live. 
A lmost two thousand years ago, i t was 
similarly favoured, but as a prestigious place 
fo r the dead rather than the l iv ing. 

Above: The Lexden Tumulus - buriol 
place of a British king who died 2,000 
years ago. 

Above right: Milestone where London 
Road meets Lexden Road, outside the 
Lexden Evangelical Chapel. 

CLAIM YOUR PASSPORT 
TO ROMAN BRITAIN 

Your annual subscription will give you: 

FREE Entry to 37 sites and museums across Britain 
FREE Membership pack 
FREE Twice-yearly colour illustrated bulletin 
FREE Full colour illustrated guide to the Littlecote Roman Villa 
PLUS invitations to lectures, dinners, tours and excursions 

JOIN TODAY 
and receive membership until 3 1 s t MARCH 2000 

Single: £15.00 Couple: £20.00 Family (4): £25.00 

Membership details from: 
The Association for Roman Archaeology, 
27 Broadwav, Rodbourne Cheney, 
Swindon, Wiltshire, SN2 3BN. 
Telephone: Swindon (01793) 534008 
The Association for Roman Archaeology Limited is a 
Charitable Company Limited bv Guarantee. 
British Registered Charity No. 1056599 

Even b e f o r e t h e R o m a n s , t h e L e x d e n a r e a 
w a s e x c e p t i o n a l . I t w a s t h e bu r i a l p l a c e o f 
a t leas t o n e Br i t i sh k i n g . H e w a s p r o b a b l y 
t h e k i n g c a l l e d A d d e d o m a r o s a n d h e d i e d 
a r o u n d 1 5 / 1 0 BC . H is c r e m a t e d r e m a i n s 
a n d m a n y o f his w o r l d l y possess ions w e r e 
p l a c e d in a l a r g e g r a v e u n d e r a b u r i a l 
m o u n d w h i c h surv ives t o d a y . A l t h o u g h 
n o w b a d l y d e g r a d e d , t h e m o u n d i s sti l l 
c l ea r l y v is ib le a n d i s s h a r e d by t w o g a r d e n s 
i n F i t zwa l t e r R o a d . T h e o b j e c t s f r o m t h e 

g r a v e m a k e u p 
t h e m o s t i m p o r t 
a n t g r o u p o f t h e i r 
p e r i o d f o u n d s o 
f a r i n B r i t a i n . 

T h e e a r t h w o r k 
d e f e n c e s w h i c h 
p r o t e c t e d p r e -
a n d ea r l y R o m a n 
C o l c h e s t e r f o r m 
t h e l a r g e s t sy
s t e m o f t h e i r k i n d 
i n t h e c o u n t r y . 
T h e s y s t e m in its 
f i n a l f o r m c o n 
s is ted o f w e l l o v e r 
1 2 m i l es o f b a n k 
a n d d i t c h ( d y k e ) . 
T i m e h a s t a k e n 
its t o l l o n t h e m , 
a n d l a r g e s e c 
t i o n s h a v e b e e n 
l e v e l l e d o r r e 
d u c e d t o n e a r 
i n v i s i b i l i t y . 
H o w e v e r t h e bes t 
p rese rved s e c t i o n 
i s t o b e f o u n d a t 
L e x d e n w h e r e 
s o m e i m p r e s s i v e 
p a r t s o f t h e Lex
d e n D y k e surv ive 
p r o t e c t e d i n p r i 
v a t e w o o d l a n d . 

V a r i o u s r o a d s 
c r o s s e d Lexden in 

R o m a n t i m e s i n c l u d i n g t h e o r i g i n a l ve rs ion 
o f t h e A 1 2 - t h e r o a d f r o m C o l c h e s t e r t o 
L o n d o n a n d t h e w e s t . T h i s m a j o r 
t h o r o u g h f a r e c o r r e s p o n d e d t o t o d a y ' s 
L e x d e n R o a d / L o n d o n R o a d a l t h o u g h i t 
w a s n o t q u i t e i n t h e s a m e p o s i t i o n . I n al l 
t h e r e s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n a t leas t f o u r 
R o m a n r o a d s , a n d t h e s e r a d i a t e d o u t f r o m 
a s p o t u n d e r t h e s o u t h e r n e n d o f t h e m a i n 
b u i l d i n g f o r m i n g C o l c h e s t e r G r a m m a r 
S c h o o l . 

M o s t h u m a n b u r i a l w a s n o t p e r m i t t e d i n 
b u i l t - u p a r e a s w h i c h i s w h y l a r g e 
c e m e t e r i e s ex i s ted jus t b e y o n d t h e d e 
f e n c e s a n d s u b u r b s o f t o w n s s u c h a s 
C o l c h e s t e r . H u n d r e d s o f R o m a n bur ia ls 
h a v e b e e n f o u n d i n t h e L e x d e n a r e a f o r 
t h i s r e a s o n . M a n y w e r e a c c o m p a n i e d b y a 
w i d e r a n g e o f d o m e s t i c a n d o t h e r a r t e f ac t s 
s h o w i n g th is w a s w h e r e t h e w e a l t h i e s t o f 
C o l c h e s t e r ' s R o m a n c i t i zens w e r e b u r i e d . 
A f a m o u s e x a m p l e o f b u r i a l f r o m t h e 
L e x d e n a r e a s w a s f o u n d n e a r t h e j u n c t i o n 
o f C a m b r i d g e a n d C re f f i e l d R o a d s a n d i s 
t h e s o - c a l l e d ' c h i l d ' s g r a v e ' w i t h its re
m a r k a b l e c o l l e c t i o n ' o f p i p e - c l a y f i g u r i n e s , 
c o i n h o a r d , po t s , a n d r e m a i n s o f a c o u c h . 

T h e m a i n r o a d i n t o t o w n w a s l i ned w i t h 
f a n c y m e m o r i a l s a n d t o m b s t o imp ress 
t rave l l e rs a n d r e m i n d loca ls o f t h e i r m o s t 
i l l us t r i ous d e a d . T h e s e m o n u m e n t s i n 
c l u d e d t h e t o m b s t o n e s o f t h e R o m a n 
c e n t u r i o n Faci l is a n d t h e c a v a l r y o f f i ce r 
L o n g i n u s ( p 2 ) w h i c h w e r e d i s c o v e r e d i n 
t h e Bever ley R o a d / W e s t L o d g e a r e a i n 
1 8 6 8 a n d 1 9 2 8 respec t i ve ly . N o t f a r f r o m 
t h e j u n c t i o n w a s a t o m b w h i c h i n c l u d e d a 
m o n u m e n t i n t h e f o r m o f a s p h i n x . T h e 
t o m b s t o o d o n t h e s o u t h s ide o f t h e r o a d 
l i n k i n g t h e j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e B a l k e r n e 
G a t e . T h e s p h i n x w a s f o u n d i n 1 8 2 0 / 1 o n 
t h e s i te o f Essex C o u n t y H o s p i t a l . T h e 
s p h i n x w a s a m y t h i c a l h y b r i d b e i n g , i n th i s 
c a s e c o m b i n i n g a h u m a n h e a d w i t h a 
w i n g e d f e l i n e b o d y . T h e h e a d w h i c h she 
h o l d s w i t h h e r f r o n t p a w s s y m b o l i s e s t h e 
s o u l o f t h e d e a d w h o s e t o m b she g u a r d e d . 
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T h e C o l c h e s t e r V a s e i s a r g u a b l y t h e 
m o s t f a m o u s s i ng l e p o t f r o m R o m a n 
B r i t a i n . T h i s y e a r sees t h e o n e h u n d r e d 
a n d f i f t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f its d i s c o v e r y 
i n 1 8 4 8 a t W e s t L o d g e R o a d , o f f t h e 
L e x d e n R o a d . 

I t w a s f o u n d in a c r e m a t i o n g r a v e 
w i t h o t h e r p o t t e r y d a t e d c A D 1 5 0 . T h e 
p o t i tsel f is a l a r g e c o l o u r - c o a t e d ja r 
m a d e i n t h e C o l c h e s t e r p o t t e r i e s , w h i c h 
w e r e a t t h e h e i g h t o f t h e i r f a m e a n d 
success i n t h e 2 n d c e n t u r y A D . 

T h e w h o l e o f t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e p o t i s 
d e c o r a t e d i n re l ief w i t h h u m a n a n d 

spotlight on Lexden.. . 

The 
Colchester 
Vase 
Paul Sealey explains why the 
Colchester Vase, found in 
Lexden 150 years ago, still 
has no equal. 

a n i m a l f i gu res . T w o m e n c a n b e seen 
b a i t i n g a b e a t w i t h c lubs a n d a w h i p . An 
insc r ip t i on c u t i n t h e p o t a f t e r i t h a d 
b e e n m a d e gives t he i r n a m e s : S e c u n d u s 
a n d M a r i o . Th i s i s a scene f r o m o n e o f 
t h e p u b l i c f i gh t s s t a g e d b e t w e e n m e n 
a n d w i l d a n i m a l s i n t h e R o m a n w o r l d . 
Fu r t he r on a h u n t i n g d o g is in h o t 
pu rsu i t o f t w o s tags a n d a h a r e . But t h e 
c e n t r e - p i e c e of t h e d e c o r a t i o n is a f i g h t 
b e t w e e n t w o g l a d i a t o r s . T h e v i c to r i s a 
f u l l y - a r m e d g l a d i a t o r ca l l ed a secu to r , 
e q u i p p e d w i t h h e l m e t , s w o r d , sh ie ld a n d 
b o d y a r m o u r . H is o p p o n e n t i s h o l d i n g 

up a f i n g e r t o s h o w s u b m i s s i o n . No 
w o n d e r b e c a u s e th is p a r t i c u l a r g l a d i a t o r 
( k n o w n as a r e t a r i u s ) o n l y h a s a 
s h o u l d e r - g u a r d t o p ro tec t h i m a n d f ights 
w i t h a t r i d e n t a n d ne t . H is t r i d e n t lies 
useless on t h e g r o u n d a n d t h e ne t i s 
n o w h e r e t o b e seen . A s w i t h t h e bear 
ba i te rs , t h e n a m e s o f t hese t w o a re also 
s c r a t c h e d i n t h e su r f ace o f t h e pot : 
M e m n o a n d V a l e n t i n u s . 

S o f a r , s o g o o d . B u t t h e i nsc r i p t i on 
g o e s o n t o a d d t h a t V a l e n t i n u s 
b e l o n g e d t o t h e T h i r t i e t h L e g i o n . N o w 
th is p a r t i c u l a r l e g i o n w a s b a s e d o n t h e 
R h i n e a n d n e v e r se rved i n B r i t a i n . So 
w h y w a s a g l a d i a t o r f r o m a R h i n e l a n d 
l e g i o n w e l l e n o u g h k n o w n i n C o l 
c h e s t e r t o b e c o m m e m o r a t e d th i s way? 
W e k n o w t h a t s o m e g l a d i a t o r s b e c a m e 
f o l k h e r o e s w i t h t h e i r o w n f a n s , jus t l ike 
m o d e r n f o o t b a l l s tars - p e r h a p s V a l e n 
t i n u s a n d M e m n o w e r e t w o o f t h e 
g r e a t s o f t h e i r o w n d a y . 

As a w o r k o f a r t , t h e C o l c h e s t e r Vase 
has n o e q u a l i n n o r t h e r n E u r o p e . N o w 
a d a y s w e m a y n o t h a v e m u c h s y m 
p a t h y w i t h t h e c r u e l t y s o c a n d i d l y 
p o r t r a y e d o n th is f a m o u s u r n b u t w e 
m u s t s a l u t e t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y ski l l o f its 
a n o n y m o u s c r e a t o r . Scenes l ike t hose 
s h o w n h e r e g i ve us a v iv id p i c t u r e o f t he 
g r u e s o m e p u b l i c e n t e r t a i n m e n t s s t a g e d 
a l l o v e r t h e R o m a n w o r l d - i n c l u d i n g 
C o l c h e s t e r . 
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spotlight on Lexden.. . 

Digging to 
the end 

A F Hall, who died in 1961 , 
was a school teacher 
and an amateur archaeologist 
closely associated with Lexden. 
James Fawn, an amateur 
archaeologist himself, 

T h e d e d i c a t i o n o f C a m u l o d u n u m 2 
p u b l i s h e d b y t h e T r u s t i s t o t h r e e m e n : 
C h r i s t o p h e r H a w k e s , Rex H u l l a n d A . F . 
H a l l . A s t h e b o o k s h o w s , t h e y w e r e 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r m u c h o f C o l c h e s t e r ' s 
a r c h a e o l o g y b e t w e e n t h e l a te 1 9 2 0 s 
a n d t h e 1 9 5 0 s . A l t h o u g h h e w a s t h e 
h e a d o f t h e H i s to r y D e p a r t m e n t a t 
C o l c h e s t e r Roya l G r a m m a r S c h o o l , 
H a l l - A F to his c o l l e a g u e s - w a s su re ly 
t o o s e l f - d e p r e c a t i n g w h e n h e ins is ted 
t h a t h e w a s t h e a m a t e u r o f t h e t r i o a n d 
s u b j e c t t o t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m o f t h e 
o t h e r t w o . H i s a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
i n ves t i ga t i ons m a y n o t h a v e b e e n t o t h e 
s t a n d a r d s a c h i e v e d t o d a y , b u t h e d i d 
o b t a i n s o m e r e m a r k a b l e resul ts i n t h e 
f i e l d b e a r i n g i n m i n d t h a t his m a i n t a s k 
w a s i n t h e c l a s s r o o m . 

A l e x a n d e r F u r n e a u x H a l l w a s a 
m e m b e r o f a Br is to l f a m i l y o f p a i n t 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s . H e c o m p l e t e d h is 
e d u c a t i o n a t C l i f t o n C o l l e g e a n d 
C a m b r i d g e jus t i n t i m e f o r t h e o u t b r e a k 
o f w a r i n 1 9 1 4 . As a m a t t e r o f p r i n c i p l e 
h e c h o s e t o b e g i n his a r m y c a r e e r i n 
t h e ranks , b u t t h e h e a v y c a s u a l t i e s o f 
t h e c o n f l i c t e n s u r e d t h a t h e w a s 
c o m m i s s i o n e d rega rd less . H e e n d e d 
t h e w a r a s a m a j o r , w i t h a n M C . 

H e j o i n e d t h e s c h o o l i n 1 9 2 6 , t h e 
y e a r i n w h i c h Rex H u l l b e c a m e C u r a t o r 
o f t h e C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m . C o n t e m p 
o r a r i e s w h o k n e w t h e m b o t h h a v e 
exp ressed surpr ise t h a t t h e y g o t o n w i t h 
e a c h o t h e r s ince t h e y h a d d i f f e r i n g 
c h a r a c t e r s , b u t o b v i o u s l y o n e l i nk w a s 
t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n a r c h a e o l o g y . H u l l 
r e c o r d e d g r a t e f u l l y t h a t A F ' p l a c e d his 
c a r a t t h e serv ice o f t h e C u r a t o r . . 
c o n v e y i n g h i m o n e x p e d i t i o n s w h i c h 
w o u l d n o t o t h e r w i s e h a v e b e e n 
p o s s i b l e . ' T w o s u c h e x p e d i t i o n s i n 
1 9 2 9 i n v o l v e d e x c a v a t i o n s , a R o m a n 
k i ln a t A l p h a m s t o n e a n d a s i te a t 
B e r e c h u r c h . T h e s e a p p e a r t o b e t h e 
ea r l i es t r e c o r d e d d igs by A F. 

A l s o i n 1 9 2 9 h e w a s o n e o f t h r e e 
m a s t e r s f r o m t h e s c h o o l w h o e x c a v a t e d 
i n C o l c h e s t e r H i g h S t ree t a t t h e s i te o f 
t h e R o m a n p o t t e r y s h o p w h e r e 
' f r a g m e n t s fe l l o u t i n a t i n k l i n g s h o w e r 
w h e n t o u c h e d ' . 

I n 1 9 3 3 t h e G r a m m a r S c h o o l 
p u r c h a s e d Bever ley L o d g e , a d j a c e n t t o 
its p r e m i s e s , a s a n a d d i t i o n t o i ts 
b u i l d i n g s a n d r e n a m e d i t G u r n e y 
B e n h a m H o u s e . T h e g a r d e n o f f e r e d a 
s p l e n d i d o p p o r t u n i t y f o r e x c a v a t i o n a s 
i t lay i n t h e R o m a n w e s t c e m e t e r y a n d 
s t r a d d l e d t h e l ine o f t h e R o m a n r o a d 
w h i c h h a d p a s s e d t h e si tes o f t w o 
f a m o u s t o m b s t o n e s , t h o s e o f Faci l is 
a n d o f L o n g i n u s . A t t h e r e q u e s t o f t h e 
M u s e u m C o m m i t t e e , t h e h e a d m a s t e r 
a l l o w e d A F to supe rv i se t h e inves t i 
g a t i o n o f t h e g a r d e n b e t w e e n 1 9 3 4 
a n d 1 9 3 8 . T h e t e a m o f boys a n d 
m a s t e r s u n c o v e r e d t h e r o a d i n 1 9 3 4 / 5 
a n d s h o w e d t h a t i t h a d a s u b s t a n t i a l 
c e n t r e t r a c k ( f o r w h e e l e d t r a f f i c ? ) , a 
l i g h t l y m e t a l l e d n o r t h t r a c k ( f o r 
p e d e s t r i a n s ? ) a n d a s a n d s o u t h t r a c k 
( f o r h o r s e s a n d l i v e s t o c k ? ) . I t w a s 
r e a s o n a b l e t h a t t h i s w a s t h e m a i n r o a d 
t o L o n d i n i u m , p r e c e d i n g t h e l a te r o n e 
s l igh t l y t o t h e n o r t h , n o w L e x d e n R o a d . 

T h e g a r d e n a l so y i e l d e d a s e c o n d 
( b u t s i n g l e - t r a c k ) r o a d w h i c h j o i n e d t h e 
f i r s t f r o m t h e n o r t h - w e s t , a w a l l e d 
c e m e t e r y a n d o t h e r b u r i a l s . A se t o f 
t h r e e f u r n a c e s o n t h e s o u t h s ide o f t h e 
' L o n d i n i u m r o a d ' m a y h a v e b e e n a 
R o m a n c r e m a t o r i u m . T h e n e w l y -
a c q u i r e d p r e m i s e s w e r e t h u s n o t s h o r t 
o f i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s . 

A F p u b l i s h e d a r e p o r t on t h e t h r e e -
t r a c k e d r o a d i n 1 9 4 2 , f o r w h i c h h e w a s 
a w a r d e d t h e R e g i n a l d T a y l o r G o l d 
M e d a l a n d Pr ize b y t h e B r i t i s h 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e bes t 
p i e c e o f r e s e a r c h w o r k o f f e r e d t o t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n . He f o l l o w e d w i t h a r e p o r t 
o n t h e w a l l e d c e m e t e r y i n t h e 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l J o u r n a l f o r 1 9 4 4 . H e 
w r o t e s h o r t a r t i c l e s i n t h e s c h o o l 
m a g a z i n e , The Colcestrian, f r o m t i m e 
t o t i m e a n d c o n t r i b u t e d t o H u l l ' s 
Roman Colchester. 

A F i n v e s t i g a t e d t h e g a r d e n o f 
G i l b e r d H o u s e , t h e s c h o o l p r e m i s e s i n 
Bever ley R o a d , a n d f o u n d n o t en t i r e l y 
c o n v i n c i n g e v i d e n c e o f a t h i r d r o a d 
( s ing le t r a c k ) r u n n i n g t o t h e s o u t h - w e s t . 
H e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t th i s lay o n t h e 
a l i g n m e n t o f t h e r o a d a t G o s b e c k ' s , 
m o s t r ecen t l y e x c a v a t e d b y t h e T r u s t i n 
1 9 9 5 , a n d s o i t a p p e a r s o n t h e p l a n i n 
G r y of Victory, p 7 1 . 

A i r r a i d she l te rs d u g i n t h e g a r d e n o f 
G u r n e y B e n h a m H o u s e i n 1 9 3 9 
p r o v i d e d a n o t h e r s e c t i o n o f t h e t h r e e -
t r a c k r o a d , b u t i n h i b i t e d f u r t h e r 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n of i t . I n s t e a d , A F 
e x a m i n e d t h e c o u r s e o f t h e n o r t h - w e s t 
s i n g l e - t r a c k r o a d a n d a f t e r t h e w a r 
p u r s u e d i t i n t o t h e g a r d e n o f N o 1 2 
L e x d e n R o a d , n o w , o f c o u r s e , t h e 
h e a d q u a r t e r s o f t h e T r u s t , w h i c h i s w h y 
t h e b a c k l a w n has s o m a n y b u m p s i n i t . 

I n 1 9 3 8 t h e g r o u n d s m a n a t t h e 
s c h o o l p l a y i n g f i e l d , M r W o r t h , n o t e d a 
c r o p m a r k at its s o u t h e r n e n d . A F 
f o u n d t r a c e s o f w a l l a t t h e t i m e a n d i n 
1 9 4 8 , a f t e r t h e r e v e a l i n g d ry s u m m e r 
o f 1 9 4 7 , e x c a v a t e d e n o u g h t o s h o w 
t h a t i t w a s t h e s i te o f a R o m a n t e m p l e , 
o n e o f t h e t e n f o u n d i n C o l c h e s t e r . 

H is e x p e r i e n c e o f t r e n c h e s i n t h e f i rs t 
w o r l d w a r d o e s n o t s e e m t o h a v e 
d a m p e n e d his e n t h u s i a s m f o r d i g g i n g 
t h e m f o r , i n a d d i t i o n t o his ac t i v i t i es a t 
t h e s c h o o l , h e i n v e s t i g a t e d m a n y o f 
C o l c h e s t e r ' s R o m a n o - B r i t i s h d y k e s . H e 
d i s c o v e r e d p a r t o f H e a t h F a r m d y k e 
w h i l e d i g g i n g a t a n k - t r a p i n 1 9 4 0 
d u r i n g H o m e G u a r d serv ice a n d w i t h 
t h e a i d o f t h e g r a v e - d i g g e r h e f o l l o w e d 
t h e l ine o f t h e B a r n H a l l R a m p a r t i n 
C o l c h e s t e r ' s m o d e r n c e m e t e r y . 

H a l l ' s p u p i l s c a l l e d h i m H i r a m , 
p r e s u m a b l y a f t e r t h e K i n g o f T y r e w h o 
g a v e S o l o m o n c e d a r t r e e s f o r t h e 
b u i l d i n g o f his t e m p l e . T h e r e a s o n f o r 
th i s B ib l i ca l n i c k n a m e i s n o t k n o w n 
un less i t r e l a t e d to his s ta te l y b e a r i n g . 
H e h a d i d i o s y n c r a s i e s ; t o h a v e a n 
a l t i m e t e r i n o n e ' s c a r s e e m s u n 
n e c e s s a r y i n t h e m o u n t a i n s o f Essex, 
b u t p e r h a p s h e t r a v e l l e d . O n e e x - p u p i l 
d e s c r i b e s his g o w n a s d i s g u s t i n g , g r e e n 
w i t h a g e a n d i n t a t t e r s , b u t h e m a y n o t 
h a v e c a r e d t o r e p l a c e i t a s h e n e a r e d 
r e t i r e m e n t i n 1 9 5 7 . 

W i t h t h e l a b o u r o f his e x c a v a t i o n s 
a d d e d to his s c h o o l m a s t e r ' s d u t i e s , i t i s 
p e r h a p s u n s u r p r i s i n g t h a t h e p u b l i s h e d 
s p a r i n g l y . H e j o i n e d t h e C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l G r o u p w h i c h w a s 
f o r m e d i n t h e y e a r o f his r e t i r e m e n t a n d 
its Bu l l e t i n p r o b a b l y p r o v i d e d a s u i t a b l e 
o u t l e t a s h e p r o d u c e d t h r e e a r t i c les f o r 
it, t h e las t b e i n g p u b l i s h e d shor t l y a f t e r 
his d e a t h a t t h e a g e o f 6 8 . H e w a s stil l 
d i g g i n g t o t h e e n d . 
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Down at the riverside 
where a 200-year old water supply and a possible 
Roman landing area created a splash 

Par t o f a R o m a n w a t e r f r o n t m a y h a v e 
b e e n u n c o v e r e d d u r i n g a r e c e n t 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n S t 
Peter 's S t ree t . I t i s no a c c i d e n t t h a t 
C o l c h e s t e r is by t h e s ide of a r iver , so 
t h a t d i s c o v e r i e s o f t h i s k i n d a r e 
i m p o r t a n t i n o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f h o w 
a n d w h y t h e t o w n d e v e l o p e d i n t h e w a y 
t h a t i t d i d . Every m a j o r R o m a n t o w n i n 
Br i ta in w a s s im i l a r l y p l a c e d b y t h e s ide 
o f a r iver. D e s p i t e its m o d e s t s ize, t h e 
r iver C o l n e a l l o w e d w a t e r b o r n e t r a d e 
n o t o n l y a r o u n d t h e c o a s t a l w a t e r s o f 
B r i ta in b u t a l so w i t h t h e C o n t i n e n t v i a 
t h e C h a n n e l . 

T h e R o m a n t o w n o f C o l c h e s t e r 
s t a r t ed o f f as a l e g i o n a r y f o r t ress f o r 
t h e R o m a n a r m y . Its r i ve rs ide l o c a t i o n 
o n t h e C o l n e m e a n t i t g u a r d e d a n 
i m p o r t a n t r iver c r o s s i n g , a n d a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e g o o d s c o u l d b e s h i p p e d i n 
a n d o u t o f t o w n b y w a t e r . L a r g e sh ips 
c o u l d n o t h a v e p e n e t r a t e d f a r b e y o n d 
t h e C o l n e es tua ry , s o t h a t o n l y b a r g e s 
a n d s m a l l b o a t s c o u l d h a v e r e a c h e d 
u p s t r e a m a s f a r a s t h e R o m a n t o w n 
a n d its m i l i t a r y p r e d e c e s s o r . 

T h e S t Pe te r ' s S t ree t s i te i s w h e r e t h e 
l i ne o f t h e m a i n n o r t h - s o u t h s t ree t 
a c r o s s t h e f o r t r e s s , i f p r o j e c t e d 
n o r t h w a r d s , w o u l d m e e t t h e s o u t h 
b a n k o f t h e r iver C o l n e . T h u s i t i s 

Below Colin Austin croached on the mysterious 
gravel bank 
Right: the wooden water-main. 

p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e s i te c o n t a i n s t h e 
r e m a i n s o f a R o m a n l a n d i n g a r e a 
w h i c h se rv i ced t h e fo r t ress a n d l a t e r t h e 
R o m a n t o w n . I t i s t h e r e f o r e c o n 
c e i v a b l e t h a t i t a l so c o n t a i n s p a r t o f t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n s o f a b r i d g e ac ross t h e 
C o l n e w h i c h e n a b l e d t h e s t r e e t t o 
c o n t i n u e n o r t h w a r d s . 

T h e d i g 
T h e si te i s t o b e r e d e v e l o p e d s o t h e 
T r u s t w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d b y J a y g a t e 
H o m e s ( t h e d e v e l o p e r s ) t o ca r r y o u t a n 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n . T h e a i m w a s t o see w h a t , 
i f a n y , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s su rv i ved 
o n t h e s i te , a n d f i n d o u t i f t h e y c o u l d 
b e b u i l t o v e r w i t h o u t se r ious d a m a g e . 

In i t ia l l y f o u r t r e n c h e s w e r e d u g b y 
m a c h i n e . T h e resu l ts p r o v e d t o b e very 
i n t e r e s t i n g . I t s e e m s t h a t t h e r iver w a s 
c l ose r t o t h e t o w n t h a n i t i s t o d a y , s o 
t h a t t h e r e m a i n s o f t h e o r i g i n a l s o u t h 
b a n k u n d e r l i e t h e c e n t r a l p a r t o f t h e 
s i te . T h e ea r l y r iver b a n k s e e m s t o h a v e 
i n c o r p o r a t e d a n a c c u m u l a t i o n o f 
g r a v e l l a y e r : o f t h e so r t w h i c h , i f f o u n d 
a n y w h e r e i l se , w e w o u l d h a v e h a d n o 
h e s i t a t i o n in i d e n t i f y i n g as a R o m a n 
s t ree t . A n e x t r a t r e n c h w a s d u g t o t h e 
s o u t h t o tes t w h e t h e r o r n o t i t rea l l y w a s 
a s t ree t l e a d i n g n o r t h w a r d s t o t h e 
r iver 's e d g e . B u t n o m e t a l l i n g w a s 
f o u n d . I t t h e r e f o r e a p p e a r s t h a t t h e 
b a n k o f m e t a l l i n g w a s c o n f i n e d t o t h e 
r iver b a n k , in w h i c h c a s e i t i s p r o b a b l y 
t h e r e m a i n s o f a j e t t y o r b e a c h i n g a r e a . 

I t s h o u l d b e poss ib le t o b u i l d o n t h e 
si te w i t h o u t m u c h d i s t u r b a n c e t o t h e 
u n d e r l y i n g a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s . 
H o w e v e r , s h o u l d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t g o 
a h e a d , s o m e d e e p ho les a n d t r e n c h e s 
w i l l b e i n e v i t a b l e , a n d t h e s e w i l l b e 
c lose ly o b s e r v e d t o t r y a n d f i n d o u t 
m o r e a b o u t th i s i n t r i g u i n g s i te i n t h e 
R o m a n p e r i o d . 

W a t e r - m a i n 
B e i n g n e x t t o t h e r iver, t h e w a t e r - t a b l e 
i s re la t i ve ly h i g h a n d t r e n c h e s read i l y 
f i l l u p w i t h w a t e r . W a t e r - l o g g e d 
c o n d i t i o n s s u c h a s t h e s e s u i t t h e 
surv iva l o f b u r i e d o r g a n i c m a t e r i a l s l ike 
w o o d a n d l e a t h e r , w h i c h i n m o s t 
p l a c e s e l s e w h e r e i n C o l c h e s t e r r a p i d l y 
d i s a p p e a r . A w e l l - p r e s e r v e d w a t e r -
m a i n w a s f o u n d o n t h e s i te , c u t t i n g 
i n t o t h e b a n k o f g r a v e l m e t a l l i n g . 
A l t h o u g h t h e m a i n d a t e s t o a r o u n d 
1 8 0 0 a n d i s t h e r e f o r e r e l a t i v e l y 

m o d e r n , i t i s n e v e r t h e l e s s st i l l o f 
i n te res t , p a r t i c u l a r l y s i nce i t c a n be 
c o m p a r e d w i t h R o m a n w a t e r - m a i n s 
s u c h a s t h e o n e d i s c o v e r e d a t 
G o s b e c k s (see p a g e s 1 8 - 2 1 ) . 

T h e m a i n cons i s ted o f a series o f 
p ipes , e a c h o f w h i c h w a s m a d e f r o m a 
l e n g t h o f t r ee t r u n k , c o m p l e t e w i t h its 
ba rk . A ho le w a s b o r e d d o w n t h e cent re 
o f e a c h t r u n k a n d o n e e n d w a s 
s h a r p e n e d r a t h e r l ike a p e n c i l . An i ron 
c o l l a r w a s p l a c e d a r o u n d t h e s h a r p e n e d 
e n d a n d b o t h w e r e t h e n d r i ven in to the 
' b l u n t ' e n d o f t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g p ipe . 

O n e o f t h e last t i m e s a w o o d e n 
w a t e r - m a i n w a s la id i n C o l c h e s t e r w a s 
i n 1 8 0 8 , w h e n t h e w a t e r s t a t i o n a n d 
t w o reservo i rs w e r e b u i l t a t t h e b o t t o m 
o f B a l k e r n e L a n e t o p u m p w a t e r uph i l l 
t o a reservo i r jus t b e h i n d t h e Ba l ke rne 
G a t e . T h e m a i n w a s d e s i g n e d b y R a l p h 
D o d d , a c iv i l e n g i n e e r , u s i n g his o w n 
p a t e n t e d w a t e r - p i p e s . T h e o p e n i n g 
c e r e m o n y w a s a t t e n d e d b y t h e m a y o r 
o f t h e t i m e w h o l a t e r w r o t e t h a t , o n t h e 
f i rs t s t r oke o f t h e e n g i n e , a b o u t 7 0 0 
f e e t o f t h e m a i n ' r e n t a s u n d e r l ike 
r o t t e n p a p e r ' . N o t su rp r i s i ng l y , sub 
s e q u e n t w a t e r - m a i n s w e r e c a s t i r o n . 
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Patricia Wiltshire of the Institute of 
Archaeology, University College 
London, explains how pollen from 
the Stanway site is revealing what 
the countryside around Colchester 
looked like two thousand years 

T h e e x c a v a t i o n o f a m e d i c a l p r a c t i 
t i o n e r ' s g rave o f 2 , 0 0 0 years a g o a t 
S t a n w a y , C o l c h e s t e r , h a s p r o d u c e d 
m a n y exc i t i ng f i nds , i n c l u d i n g a set o f 
su rg i ca l i n s t r u m e n t s , vessels o f v a r i o u s 
k i nds , a n d a g a m i n g b o a r d . T h e s e 
g r a v e g o o d s have e n a b l e d exper ts t o 
p i e c e t o g e t h e r a g r e a t d e a l o f 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e g r a v e ' s o c c u 
p a n t , b u t t h e y tel l us l i t t le a b o u t t h e k i n d 
o f e n v i r o n m e n t a n d l a n d s c a p e w i t h i n 
w h i c h t h e ' d o c t o r ' a n d his p a t i e n t s l i ved . 

B i o l o g i c a l s c i e n c e c a n h e l p t h e 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t t o a d d c o l o u r t o t h e 
p i c t u r e c o n j u r e d u p b y t h e a r t e f a c t s . 
M o r e p r e c i s e l y , t h e s c i e n c e o f 
p a l y n o l o g y ( t he s tudy o f p o l l e n , s p o r e s , 
a n d m a n y o t h e r m i c r o s c o p i c en t i t i es ) 
a l l o w s t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f v e g e t a t i o n 
p reva i l i ng i n t h e l a n d s c a p e a t a n y t i m e 
in t h e pas t . I f c o n d i t i o n s a r e s u i t a b l e , 
p o l l e n a n d spores m a y b e p r e s e r v e d f o r 
t h o u s a n d s o f y e a r s i n so i l s a n d 
s e d i m e n t s a n d , by s t u d y i n g t h e s e , i t i s 
poss ib le t o r e c o n s t r u c t p a s t e n v i r o n 
m e n t s . W e c a n g a i n i n f o r m a t i o n n o t 
o n l y a b o u t t h e i m m e d i a t e l oca l i t y , b u t 
a l s o a b o u t t h e w i d e r l a n d s c a p e . 
P a l y n o l o g y e n a b l e s us t o g e t a g o o d 
i d e a o f t h e ac t iv i t ies a n d e c o n o m y o f 
p e o p l e i n t h e pas t , a n d t h e k i nds o f 
i m p a c t t h e y h a d o n t h e i r s u r r o u n d i n g s . 
W i t h i n l im i ts , w e c a n d e t e r m i n e t h e 
k i n d s o f c r o p s t h e y g r e w , w h e t h e r 
p a s t u r e w a s m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n 
a r a b l e a g r i c u l t u r e , w h e t h e r t h e a r e a 
w a s w o o d e d o r o p e n , a n d s o o n . T h e s e 
a r e i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t s i n b u i l d i n g a 
p i c t u r e o f a n c i e n t p e o p l e a n d t h e w a y 
t h e y l i ved . 

I r ecen t l y assessed t h r e e sets of soi l 
a n d s e d i m e n t s a m p l e s f r o m t h e a r e a o f 
t h e ' d o c t o r ' s ' g r a v e t o see w h e t h e r 

p o l l e n a n d spo res h a d b e e n p r e s e r v e d , 
a n d w h e t h e r I c o u l d g a i n m e a n i n g f u l 
i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m a n y t h a t w e r e 
p r e s e n t . I e x a m i n e d a s e q u e n c e o f s e d i 
m e n t s f r o m a m i d d l e I r o n A g e d i t c h 
( 2 n d o r 3 r d c e n t u r y BC) , a n o t h e r f r o m 
a f u n e r a r y e n c l o s u r e d i t c h ( d u g i n A D 
2 5 ) , a n d t h e soi l f r o m a t u r f c o v e r i n g 
t h e r e m a i n s o f a c h a m b e r e d g r a v e . A l l 
c o n t a i n e d p o l l e n a n d spo res w h i c h h a d 
b e e n p rese rved f o r t h e las t 2 , 0 0 0 yea rs 
o r so , a l t h o u g h m a n y h a d o b v i o u s l y 
b e e n los t t h r o u g h d e c o m p o s i t i o n . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , e n o u g h r e m a i n e d t o 
e n a b l e m e t o g a i n s o m e i d e a o f w h a t 
t h e l a n d s c a p e a r o u n d S t a n w a y w a s l ike 
i n t h e m i d d l e I r o n A g e , as w e l l as a 
c o u p l e o f h u n d r e d yea rs l a t e r a r o u n d 
t h e t i m e t h e ' d o c t o r ' w a s b u r i e d . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n o f p o l l e n a n d spo res 
w a s c o n f i n e d t o t h e b a s a l s e d i m e n t s i n 
t h e m i d d l e I r o n A g e d i t c h . T h e 
a s s e m b l a g e s h o w e d t h a t t h e a r e a h a d 
b e e n d o m i n a t e d b y h e r b - r i c h g r a s s l a n d 
( p r o b a b l y p a s t u r e ) w i t h p l a n t a i n s , 
k n a p w e e d , da i s ies , a n d d a n d e l i o n s a l l 
g r o w i n g n e a r t o t h e d i t c h . T h e r e w e r e 
p l a n t s n o r m a l l y f o u n d i n w a s t e p l a c e s 
a n d a l o n g p a t h s , w h e r e so i l s a r e 
d i s t u r b e d a n d e n r i c h e d , s u c h a s 
m u g w o r t a n d s t i n g i n g n e t t l e . H e a t h e r 
a n d b r a c k e n w e r e a l s o g r o w i n g 
s o m e w h e r e i n t h e l oca l i t y , a n d t h e y 
m i g h t h a v e b e e n i n f e s t i n g p a s t u r e o n 
t h e d ry , a c i d i c so i ls . T h e o n l y w o o d y 
p l a n t s t o b e r e c o r d e d w e r e o a k a n d 
h a w t h o r n a n d i t i s q u i t e c l e a r t h a t t h e 
l oca l l a n d s c a p e w a s l a rge l y c l e a r e d o f 
t r ees . I n f a c t , i t w a s very s i m i l a r t o 
m a n y a r e a s a r o u n d C o l c h e s t e r t o d a y , 
p e r h a p s w i t h e v e n f e w e r t r ees . 

T h e s e d i m e n t s i n t h e f u n e r a r y 
e n c l o s u r e d i t c h s h o w e d t h a t t h e 

l a n d s c a p e h a d h a r d l y c h a n g e d s ince 
t h e m i d d l e I r on A g e . O a k a n d a s h w e r e 
g r o w i n g s o m e w h e r e i n t h e v i c i n i t y 
( a l t h o u g h p r o b a b l y a l i t t le d i s t a n c e 
a w a y f r o m t h e s i te) a n d t h e i m m e d i a t e 
a r e a w a s c o v e r e d w i t h h e r b - r i c h 
g r a s s l a n d . H o w e v e r , c e r e a l p o l l e n w a s 
f o u n d a n d m o s t o f t h e he rbs i n t h e 
a s s e m b l a g e c o u l d a l s o h a v e b e e n 
w e e d s o f t h e c o r n f i e l d s . A n o t h e r 
i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e w a s t h e r e l a t i v e 
a b u n d a n c e o f b r a c k e n a n d o t h e r f e r n s , 
b u t w i t h o u t a n a l y s i n g s e d i m e n t s f r o m 
a n o t h e r a r e a o f t h e d i t c h , i t i s d i f f i cu l t 
t o k n o w w h e t h e r t h e y w e r e g e n e r a l l y 
w i d e s p r e a d o r w e r e o n l y a b u n d a n t 
c l ose t o t h e s a m p l i n g s i te . 

T h e t u r f s a m p l e d f r o m t h e 
c h a m b e r e d g r a v e s h o w e d t h a t t h i s 
p o r t i o n o f t h e g r a v e - c o v e r i n g h a d 
p r o b a b l y b e e n c o l l e c t e d f r o m a n a r e a 
n e a r t o t h e c o r n f i e l d s . C e r e a l p o l l e n 
w a s re la t i ve l y a b u n d a n t a n d w e e d s 
s u c h a s p o p p y , c o r n spu r rey , b u t t e r c u p , 
a n d m u g w o r t w e r e p r e s e n t i n t h e 
a s s e m b l a g e . T h e s e m a y h a v e b e e n 
i n f e s t i n g t h e c r o p s t h e m s e l v e s , o r 
g r o w i n g a r o u n d f i e l d m a r g i n s . I n 
d i c a t o r s o f w e e d y g r a s s l a n d w e r e a l so 
a b u n d a n t , a n d t h e o n l y t rees r e c o r d e d 
w e r e o a k , a s h , a n d b i r c h . O a k w a s t h e 
m o s t a b u n d a n t , b u t very f e w t r e e s 
s e e m t o h a v e b e e n g r o w i n g a r o u n d 
S t a n w a y jus t b e f o r e t h e R o m a n s se t t l ed 
i n t h e a r e a . 

T h e p a l y n o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s 
t h a t t h e ' d o c t o r ' h a d l i v e d , a n d 
p r a c t i s e d h is sk i l l s , i n a n o p e n 
c o u n t r y s i d e w h e r e p a s t o r a l a n d a r a b l e 
f a r m i n g w e r e w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d . F u r t h e r 
m o r e , t h e l a n d s c a p e h a d c h a n g e d very 
l i t t le f o r a t leas t 2 0 0 yea rs . 

15 

Ancient 
pollen 



Trust archaeologist Howard Brooks 
took to peddlling at the Colchester 
History Fair despite being over
dressed for the job. He sold the 
Trust's reprint of the contemporary 
'newspaper' (The Siege of Col
chester 1648) giving an account of 
the siege in Colchester. It was on 
special offer that day for either a 
pound or a farthing (no change 
given). 

Thanks to Costume Call of Unit 
A19, The Cowdray Centre, Col
chester for providing the costume. 

Las t s u m m e r , C o l c h e s t e r c o m m e m o r a t e d 
t h e 3 5 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e S i e g e o f 
C o l c h e s t e r , w h e n t h e t o w n s p e o p l e su f f e red 
c rue l l y i n a n e l e v e n - w e e k - l o n g c o n f r o n t a t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h e Roya l i s t a n d P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n 
a r m i e s . T h e Royal is ts f o r c e d t h e i r w a y i n t o 
t h e t o w n a g a i n s t t h e w i l l o f t h e t o w n s p e o p l e 
a n d e f fec t i ve ly k e p t t h e m h o s t a g e f o r t h e 
d u r a t i o n o f t h e s i e g e . E v e n w h e n t h e 
Royal is ts e v e n t u a l l y let t h e m g o , s ta rved a n d 
d i s e a s e - r i d d e n , t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s sen t 
t h e m b a c k i n t o t h e t o w n t h i n k i n g t h e y w e r e 
m o r e use t o t h e m ins ide t h a n o u t , r i o t i ng 
a n d c o m p e t i n g w i t h t h e Royal is ts f o r w h a t 
l i t t le f o o d t h e r e w a s i n t h e t o w n . A n d t o c a p 
i t a l l , w h e n i t w a s a l l o v e r a n d l a rge par ts o f 
t h e t o w n h a d b e e n r e d u c e d t o ru ins , t h e 
v i c to r i ous P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s lev ied a h e a v y 
f i n e o n t h e t o w n s p e o p l e f o r t h e i r s u p p o s e d 
s u p p o r t o f t h e Royal is ts . 

T h e P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s c o n s t r u c t e d a r i ng 
o f fo r t s a r o u n d t h e w a l l e d t o w n f r o m w h i c h 
t h e y b o m b a r d e d i t w i t h h e a v y c a n n o n . T h e 
fo r t s o n t h e s o u t h a n d w e s t s ides w e r e j o i n e d 
by a c o n t i n u o u s t r e n c h t h r e e m i l es l o n g to 
b l o c k o f f a l l e s c a p e rou tes , w h i l e fo r t s t o t h e 
n o r t h a n d eas t g u a r d e d t h e r iver c ross ings . 
A l t h o u g h t h e e a r t h w o r k s m a k e u p a n 
i m p o r t a n t g r o u p o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s , 
t h e y a r e very d i f f i cu l t t o r e c o g n i s e o n t h e 
g r o u n d . T h e sites o f o n l y t w o , poss ib ly t h r e e , 
fo r t s o r g u n e m p l a c e m e n t s h a v e a s ye t b e e n 
l o c a t e d , a n d t h e pos i t i ons o f t h e r e m a i n i n g 
20 o r so a re stil l c o n j e c t u r a l . 

A s its c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s t h e c o m -
m e r a t i o n o f t h e s iege , t h e T r u s t c a r r i e d o u t a 
rev iew o f t h e e v i d e n c e f o r t h e pos i t i ons o f 
t h e s i e g e w o r k s , a n d i n c o r p o r a t e d a 
s u m m a r y o f t h e resul ts i n a spec ia l r ep r i n t o f 
t h e a p p a r e n t l y c o n t e m p o r a r y ' D i a r y o f t h e 
S iege o f C o l c h e s t e r ' w h i c h i n c l u d e s t h e 
f a m o u s s i e g e m a p . T h e r e v i e w w a s 

s u p p l e m e n t e d b y s o m e f i e l d w o r k o n a 
n u m b e r o f sites t o f i n d o u t m o r e a b o u t t he 
s iege a n d its e a r t h w o r k s . 

T h e l ine o f t h e s i e g e w o r k s c a n b e fa i r ly 
w e l l g u e s s e d a t e i t h e r e n d , i e b e t w e e n 
L e x d e n R o a d a n d t h e r iver C o l n e a n d 
b e t w e e n East b r i d g e a n d M a g d a l e n Street . 
H o w e v e r , t h e s o u t h e r n l o o p c o n n e c t i n g 
t h e s e t w o sec t i ons i s m u c h m o r e d i f f i cu l t t o 
f ix s i nce i t a l l d e p e n d s on h o w c lose t h e l ine 
c a m e t o t h e p r e c i n c t o f S t J o h n ' s A b b e y 
w h i c h , as a w a l l e d e n c l o s u r e , w a s used by 
t h e Roya l is ts as a m a k e s h i f t b u l w a r k . 

In a p r e l i m i n a r y a t t e m p t to l o c a t e this 
p a r t o f t h e l i ne , p a r t o f t h e A b b e y Fie lds was 
s u r v e y e d w i t h a m a g n e t o m e t e r . U n f o r t u n 
a te l y , t h e A b b e y F ie lds has b e e n heavi ly 
t e r r a c e d o v e r t h e yea rs a n d m a n y ho les a n d 
t r e n c h e s h a v e b e e n d u g i n t o i t f o r var ious 
r e a s o n s b y t h e a r m y . H o w e v e r , s o m e 
a n c i e n t f e a t u r e s w e r e l o c a t e d , a l t h o u g h 
n o n e s e e m l ike ly t o f i t t h e m i s s i n g l ine o f t h e 
s i e g e w o r k s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e i nves t i ga t i on 
d i d a t leas t s h o w t h a t i t w o u l d b e w o r t h w h i l e 
s u r v e y i n g a m u c h l a r g e r a r e a o f t h e A b b e y 
F ie lds , a n d i t i s h o p e d t h a t t h i s c a n b e d o n e 
i n t h e n o t t o o d i s t a n t f u t u r e . 

E l s e w h e r e t w o o t h e r r e l a t e d i nves t i 
g a t i o n s t o o k p l a c e . A t B r i nk ley G r o v e , a n 
a p p a r e n t l y a n c i e n t e a r t h w o r k has mys t i f i ed 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s f o r y e a r s , a n d w a s g iven 
l o n g - t e r m p r o t e c t i o n b y b e i n g s c h e d u l e d a s 
a n a n c i e n t m o n u m e n t . I t t a k e s t h e f o r m o f 
a l a r g e L - s h a p e d d i t c h a t t h e s ide o f a 
w o o d . I t has a l w a y s b e e n a s s u m e d t h a t th is 
w a s p r o b a b l y t h e c o r n e r o f a r e c t a n g u l a r 
d i t c h e d e n c l o s u r e w h i c h , e v e r y w h e r e else, 
h a d b e e n f i l l ed i n a n d f l a t t e n e d . T h e on ly 
c l u e as to its d a t e i s c o n t a i n e d in an 
a c c o u n t o f t h e e a r t h w o r k w r i t t e n i n 1 9 2 2 
w h i c h m e n t i o n s t h e d i scove ry o n t h e site o f 
t h r e e p ieces o f ' a p p a r e n t l y B r o n z e A g e 
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Over 1,000 members of the English Civil War Society 'mustered' at Colchester to re-enact the Siege of Colchester 
and mark its 350th anniversary. Heavy rain marred the occasion but failed to dampen the members' enthusiasm 
or gun powder. 

p o t t e r y ' . T h e e a r t h w o r k i s p l a c e d a t t h e t o p 
o f a va l l ey w i t h a g o o d v i e w o f t h e t o w n 
c e n t r e , w h i c h is w h y t h e r e is a t h e o r y t h a t is 
w a s t h e r e m a i n s o f F o r t S u f f o l k , t h e 
P a r l i a m e n t - a r i a n e n c a m p m e n t s h o w n o n 
t h e s iege m a p t o t h e n o r t h o f I p s w i c h R o a d . 

T o tes t th is t h e o r y , i t w a s d e c i d e d t o d i g 
t w o s m a l l t r e n c h e s i n t o t h e e a r t h w o r k , o n e i n 
t h e b a n k a n d t h e o t h e r o n t h e l ine o f t h e 
b a n k w h e r e t h e y w o u l d c a u s e a s l i t t le 
d i s t u r b a n c e a s poss ib le t o t h e p l an t s a n d 
t rees i n t h e w o o d . T h e e x c a v a t i o n o n l y las ted 
t w o days , b u t n o t h i n g w a s f o u n d t o s u g g e s t 
t h a t t h e e a r t h w o r k w a s o f m u c h a n t i q u i t y , 
a n d t h e r e d i d n o t s e e m t o b e m u c h e v i d e n c e 
o f t h e d i t c h i n t h e t r e n c h p o s i t i o n e d t o c u t 
i n to its f i l l . A l l i n a l l , i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e 
e a r t h w o r k n e v e r e x t e n d e d m u c h b e y o n d 
w h a t c a n b e seen o f i t n o w . D e e p e r t r e n c h e s 
a r e n e e d e d t o es tab l i sh t h e d a t e o f t h e 
e a r t h w o r k f o r c e r t a i n , b u t t h e s e w o u l d c a u s e 
u n a c c e p t a b l e d a m a g e t o t h e p l a n t s a n d 
t rees. Un t i l th i s c a n b e d o n e , t h e m o s t l ikely 
e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h e e a r t h w o r k i s t h a t i t i s t h e 
r e m a i n s o f a c lay p i t c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e 
m a n u f a c t u r e o f b r i c ks a n d m a y b e t i l es 
s o m e w h e r e c l o s e by . A l t h o u g h n o t a s 
i n te res t i ng as a s iege f o r t , t h e e a r t h w o r k 
w o u l d stil l h a v e s o m e v a l u e a s a n e x a m p l e o f 
i ndus t r i a l a r c h a e o l o g y . 

T h e best k n o w n o f t h e s iege fo r t s lies o n 
t h e H i l l y F ie lds w h e r e , a g a i n , w e h a v e 
c o m p l e t e d t h e f i r s t f e w s q u a r e s o f a 
m a g n e t o m e t e r survey. T h e f o r t i s k n o w n 
f r o m ae r i a l p h o t o g r a p h y a n d w a s par t l y 
e x c a v a t e d in t h e 1 9 3 0 s . I t i s s o m e t i m e s 
re fe r red to as C o l o n e l Ewer ' s f o r t , b u t i s i n 
f a c t t h e u n n a m e d s t a r - s h a p e d r e d o u b t 

i m m e d i a t e l y s o u t h o f i t (see t h e s iege m a p ) . 
M a n y o f t h e f i n d s f r o m t h e f o r t a r e o n d i sp lay 
i n C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m , a n d t h e s e i n c l u d e 
t h e h e a d o f a m a t t o c k f o r d i g g i n g d i t c h e s , 
b r o k e n bi ts o f c l ay p i p e , a n d s o m e m u s k e t 
ba l ls . T h e f o r t w a s o n e o f t h e ear l ies t . I t w a s 
bu i l t (o r a t least s t a r t ed ) o n t h e n i g h t o f J u n e 
1 6 t h i n 1 6 4 8 o n t h e W a r r e n F ie ld , t h e n i g h t 
a f t e r w o r k s ta r t ed o n For t Essex w h i c h w a s 
s o u t h o f t h e L e x d e n R o a d . 

T h e f o r t w a s we l l p l a c e d t o b o m b a r d t h e 
t o w n . I t w a s bu i l t on a h i g h p i ece o f l a n d 
o v e r l o o k i n g t h e w e s t s ide o f t o w n w i t h a n 
espec ia l l y g o o d v iew o f t h e t o w n w a l l . T h e 
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s w e r e n o t t h e f i r s t t o 
recogn i se t h e qua l i t i es o f t h e l o c a t i o n . A b o u t 
1 ,600 years b e f o r e , t h e hi l l w a s a m a j o r 
c e n t r e f o r m a n u f a c t u r i n g a n d t r a d e i n t h e 
years l e a d i n g u p t o t h e R o m a n c o n q u e s t , a n d 
a t h o u s a n d years ear l ie r st i l l , i t w a s t h e site o f 
a n i m p o r t a n t La te B ronze A g e s e t t l e m e n t 
(see p a g e 8 f o r m o r e de ta i l s ) . 

T h e m a g n e t o m e t e r s u r v e y p r o d u c e d 
e n c o u r a g i n g resu l ts w h i c h s h o w e d t h a t t h e 
g r o u n d c o n d i t i o n s f a v o u r t h e d e t e c t i o n o f 
b u r i e d f e a t u r e s b y t h i s t e c h n i q u e . I t s h o w e d 
a l l f o u r s ides o f t h e f o r t a s w e l l a s p a r t o f 
t h e d e f e n c e s a n d v a r i o u s p i ts o f t h e l a te 
p r e - R o m a n s e t t l e m e n t . T h e p l a n i s t o 
c o n t i n u e t h e su rvey i n 1 9 9 9 i n t h e h o p e o f 
f o l l o w i n g t h e d i t c h w h i c h l i n k e d th i s f o r t 
w i t h C o l o n e l E w e r ' s f o r t t o t h e n o r t h . I f 
s u c c e s s f u l , t h i s s h o u l d l e a d u s t o C o l o n e l 
E w e r ' s f o r t t o o . 

Thanks to.. . 
The investigation in Brinkley Grove was supported and made possible by 
the Colchester Borough Council. The geophysical surveys on the Abbey 
Fields and the Hilly Fields were carried out by Peter Cott with the kind 
permission of Colchester Garrison and the Sixth Form College. 

A special folded map has been 
published by the Trust to mark the 
350th anniversary of the siege of 
Colchester. One side of the map 
features a reproduction of the 
contemporary news sheet which 
consists of a diary detailing the 
progress of the siege and the plan 
of the siegeworks. On the other 
side, there is an illustrated account 
of the archaeology of the event, 
which includes the latest view on 
the locations of the earthworks and 
a summary the Trust's most recent 
fieldwork on the siegeworks The 
map (The Siege of Colchester 
1648) is avail
able from local 
bookshops 
or from the 
Trust for 
£ 1.99 post 
free. 



Gosbecks 
Archaeological 
Park 

The puzzle 
of the Roman 
water-main 

Over 250 m of water-main has 

been traced at Gosbecks, making 

it probably the longest length of 

Roman water-main yet discovered 

in Britain. But it is still not clear 

what the water was for and where 

its source was. 

Gosbecks lies on the site of the 
centre of the original Colchester 
where the tribal leaders or 'kings' 
including the famous Cunobelin 
lived. Following the Roman 
invasion, the area became a major 
Romano-British sanctuary 
incorporating a theatre and a 
temple. 

Today a large part of the area is 
covered by the Gosbecks 
Archaeological Park where 
excavations have been carried out 
every summer over the last four 
years. The creation of the park 
depended on land to the north 
being built over for houses, so that 
this area too has been the subject 
of recent archaeological 
investigation. Much of the previous 
work has been focused on the 
Roman elements at Gosbecks, but 
the recent excavations have 
provided opportunities to find about 
the nature of the site before the 
arrival of the Romans. Also the 
discovery of a Roman water-main 
points to the possibility of a bath
house or waterworks in the area, 
and military horse fittings hint at the 
stationing of a cavalry unit in the 
nearby Roman fort. PTO. 
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Gosbecks 
Archaeological 
Park 

Latest 
discoveries 

For t h e f o u r t h s u m m e r in a row, T r u s t 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s w e r e a t w o r k i n t h e 
Gosbecks Archaeo log ica l Park, on the ou t 
skirts o f Co lches te r . Th i s t i m e t h e t ask 
was t o s a m p l e w h e r e t h e Co l ches te r 
B o r o u g h C o u n c i l i s c o n s i d e r i n g b u i l d i n g 
a v is i to r c e n t r e a n d f i n d o u t h o w 
c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k m i g h t a f f e c t t h e 
surv iv ing a r c h a e o - l o g i c a l r e m a i n s . T h e 
s a m p l i n g s t ra tegy invo lved d i g g i n g a 
n u m b e r o f t r enches a n d tes t pits ove r a 
w i d e a r e a . 

A l t h o u g h l i t t le surv ives o f a n y Br i t i sh 
o r R o m a n o - B r i t i s h b u i l d i n g s b e c a u s e o f 
t h e e f f e c t s o f l o n g - t e r m p l o u g h 
d a m a g e , a va r i e t y o f pi ts a n d d i t c h e s 
c o n f i r m t h e i m p r e s s i o n g i v e n b y a e r i a l 
c r o p m a r k p h o t o g r a p h s t h a t t h e s i te w a s 

t y p i c a l o f t h e a r e a s a r o u n d t h e t e m p l e 
a n d t h e a t r e . I t s e e m s t h a t t h e r e h a d 
p r o b a b l y n o t b e e n a n y m a j o r b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h i n t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i te , b u t t h e 
a r e a h a d b e e n g i v e n o v e r t o f i e lds w i t h 
p o c k e t s o f o c c u p a t i o n d o t t e d a r o u n d it. 
T h e o c c u p a t i o n s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n 
c o n c e n t r a t e d t o t h e w e s t o f a l a r g e 
n o r t h - s o u t h d i t c h w h i c h a p p e a r s t o 
h a v e a c t e d a s a m a j o r b o u n d a r y 
b e t w e e n a r e a s o f c u l t i v a t i o n a n d 
o c c u p a t i o n o n t h e w e s t a n d o p e n 
p a s t u r e f o r g r a z i n g o n t h e e a s t . 
D r o v e w a y s b e t w e e n t h e s m a l l f i e lds 
a n d e n c l o s u r e s w e s t o f t h e b o u n d a r y 
e n a b l e d a n i m a l s t o b e t a k e n t o a n d 
f r o m a r e a s o f p a s t u r e t o t h e eas t . 
D r o v e w a y s s u c h a s t h e s e w e r e 

Friends of Colchester Museum 

JUBILEE LECTURES 

Fifty years of Colchester discovery 

May 11th Phi l ip C r u m m y o n t h e Colchester Mercury 

May 25th Ros N i b l e t t o n Iron Age Colchester and St Albans 

June 8th Len Dr ink le o n the Friends and the Museum, 

1949 to 1998 

June 22nd Dav id C la rke o n t h e Colchester medieval coin 

hoards 

July 6th Jer ry H e a t h o n natural history 

July 20th Dav id S t e n n i n g o n medieval Colchester buildings 

Tuesdays at 7.30 pm at Lion Walk Church, Colchester 

All welcome. 

u n m e t a l l e d t r a c k w a y s d e f i n e d o n each 
s i d e b y a b a n k a n d d i t c h w h i c h 
p r e v e n t e d t h e a n i m a l s f r o m s t ray ing of f 
c o u r s e . 

C a v a l r y e q u i p m e n t ? 
S o m e o f t h e f i n d s a r e o f p a r t i c u l a r 
i n te res t a n d s i g n i f i c a n c e . T h e s e i nc l ude 
p ieces o f h o r s e h a r n e s s a n d t h e i ron 
h e a d s o f s p e a r s a n d b a l i s t a bo l t s . 
(Ba l i s tas w e r e a so r t o f c r o s s - b o w ) . Bits 
o f m i l i t a r y e q u i p m e n t a r e o f t e n f o u n d 
in ea r l y levels a t C o l c h e s t e r , b u t th is i s 
n o t s u r p r i s i n g s i n c e t h e t o w n w a s 
p r e c e d e d by a l a r g e m i l i t a r y b a s e f o r up 
t o 5 , 0 0 0 m e n a n d i tsel f w a s p o p u l a t e d 
to a l a r g e e x t e n t by re t i r ed R o m a n 
so ld ie rs . C lea r l y , t h e r e m u s t h a v e b e e n 
t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f p i e c e s o f 
e q u i p m e n t o f t h i s t y p e i n t h e a r e a i n 
t h e A D 4 0 s a n d 5 0 s . A l t h o u g h t h e t o t a l 
n u m b e r o f f i n d s f r o m t h e r e c e n t 
e x c a v a t i o n s i s t i ny by c o m p a r i s o n , t h e 
p r o p o r t i o n o f bi ts o f m i l i t a r y e q u i p m e n t 
w i t h i n t h a t s m a l l g r o u p s e e m s h i g h 
c o m p a r e d w i t h o t h e r f i n d s w h i c h 
s u g g e s t s t h a t m o s t o f t h e m b e l o n g e d t o 
so ld ie rs g a r r i s o n e d i n t h e s m a l l R o m a n 
f o r t w h i c h lay a b o u t 3 0 0 m t o t h e wes t . 
In g e n e r a l , i t i s no easy m a t t e r to in fe r 
t h e t y p e o f g a r r i s o n in a m i l i t a r y base 
f r o m t h e e q u i p m e n t f o u n d i n it, 
a l t h o u g h i n t h i s c a s e t h e p ieces o f 
h o r s e h a r n e s s a r e espec ia l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
s i nce t h e y w o u l d a p p e a r t o s u p p o r t t h e 
v i e w t h a t t h e g a r r i s o n w a s a cava l ry 
u n i t r a t h e r t h a n a n i n f a n t r y o n e . 

T h e f o r t i s o n l y k n o w n f r o m 
c r o p m a r k s . N o e x c a v a t i o n has ever 
t a k e n p l a c e t h e r e . I t i s f o u r ac res in size 
w h i c h i s c o n s i d e r e d a b o u t t h e r i g h t size 
f o r a s t a n d a r d m i l i t a r y u n i t o f a b o u t 
5 0 0 m e n b u t a l i t t le t o o s m a l l f o r a 
c a v a l r y u n i t . H o w e v e r e x c a v a t i o n s i n 
t h e 1 9 7 0 s a n d 1 9 8 0 s h a v e s h o w n t h a t 
t h e b a r r a c k s i n t h e m a i n fo r t ress o n t h e 
s i te o f t h e R o m a n t o w n (see City o f 
Victory) w e r e u n u s u a l l y n a r r o w a n d 
c lose ly p a c k e d t o g e t h e r . I f t h e f o r t a t 
G o s b e c k s w a s s im i l a r , t h e n its sma l l 
size n e e d n o t ru le o u t a c a v a l r y u n i t f o r 
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Excavations in the Gosbecks Archaeological Park 
in the summer of 1 998. 

Photograph by D Strachan, Essex County 
Council Archaeological Section. 

t h e g a r r i s o n . A n d o f c o u r s e , w e c a n 
guess w h i c h c a v a l r y u n i t t h i s w o u l d b e 
f r o m t h e f i n e t o m b s t o n e o f L o n g i n u s , 
f o u n d n e a r Bever ley R o a d i n 1 9 2 8 . T h e 
i n s c r i p t i o n te l ls u s t h a t h e w a s a n 
o f f i c e r o f t h e First S q u a d r o n o f t h e 
T h r a c i a n C a v a l r y . T h i s u n i t w a s ra i sed 
i n T h r a c e , n o w a d j a c e n t p a r t s o f 
B u l g a r i a a n d G r e e c e . 

Plan of the Roman fort at Gosbecks. 

W a t e r - m a i n 
A r e c e n t l y - d i s c o v e r e d R o m a n w a t e r -
m a i n a t t h e a n c i e n t Br i t i sh s i te o f 
G o s b e c k s is a v iv id r e m i n d e r o f t h e f a c t 
t h a t t h e R o m a n s i n t r o d u c e d m u c h n e w 
t e c h n o l o g y i n t o B r i t a i n . U n t i l t h e a r r i va l 
o f t h e R o m a n s , t h e B r i t ons o b t a i n e d 
t h e i r w a t e r f r o m s u c h p l a c e s a s we l l s , 
sp r i ngs , a n d r ivers. W a t e r e n g i n e e r i n g 
a s p r a c t i s e d i n t h e R o m a n w o r l d w a s 
u n k n o w n i n B r i t a i n u n t i l a f t e r t h e 
R o m a n i n v a s i o n i n A D 4 3 . 

T h e R o m a n w a t e r - m a i n a t G o s b e c k s 
has b e e n t r a c e d f o r o v e r 2 5 0 m . I t i s 
n o t t h e f i r s t t o b e f o u n d f r o m 
C o l c h e s t e r . S e v e r a l e x a m p l e s h a v e 
b e e n f o u n d i n a n d a r o u n d t h e w a l l e d 
R o m a n t o w n , a l t h o u g h n o n e h a v e 

b e e n t r a c e d f o r a n y t h i n g l i ke t h i s 
d i s t a n c e . T h e i n te res t i n t h e m a i n a t 
G o s b e c k s t h u s c o m e s n o t s o m u c h 
f r o m t h e m a i n i tsel f , b u t i n w h e r e i t w a s 
l e a d i n g a n d w h e r e i t c a m e f r o m . 

W a t e r - m a i n s s u c h a s t h e s e w e r e 
d e s i g n e d t o c o n v e y w a t e r u n d e r 
p ressu re . T h e y c o n s i s t e d o f a ser ies o f 
p ipes h e l d t o g e t h e r b y i r on co l l a r s . 
E a c h p i p e w a s m a d e by d r i l l i n g a h o l e 
d o w n t h e c e n t r e o f a s t r a i g h t p i e c e o f 
t i m b e r . T h e wa l l s o f t h e p ipes w e r e 
t h i c k s o t h a t t h e c o l l a r s c o u l d b e 
h a m m e r e d i n t o t h e m t o f o r m p r e s s u r e -
r e s i s t a n t , w a t e r - t i g h t j u n c t i o n s . A l 
t h o u g h t h e w o o d e n p ipes m a k i n g u p a 
w a t e r - m a i n w o u l d h a v e s low ly r o t t e d 
a n d d i s a p p e a r e d , t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e 
m a i n i s usua l l y s h o w n b y t h e i r o n 
co l l a r s w h i c h stil l surv ive u p r i g h t i n t h e 
g r o u n d i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l p o s i t i o n s . 

T h e w a t e r - m a i n a t G o s b e c k s w a s 
d i s c o v e r e d i n 1 9 9 5 d u r i n g e x c a v a t i o n s 
o n l a n d jus t n o r t h o f t h e p a r k t h a t w a s 
t o b e b u i l t o v e r f o r h o u s i n g , w h e n 
a b o u t 2 8 m o f t h e t r e n c h w h i c h 
c o n t a i n e d t h e m a i n w a s e m p t i e d . 
T h e r e w a s n o su rv i v i ng w o o d o f c o u r s e 
b u t 16 i r on co l l a rs w e r e sti l l u p r i g h t i n 
p o s i t i o n , t h u s g i v i n g a n a v e r a g e l e n g t h 
o f 1.7 m f o r e a c h s e c t i o n o f p i p e . 

I n 1 9 9 8 , a s h o r t p a r t o f t h e w a t e r -
m a i n w a s f o u n d f u r t h e r s o u t h d u r i n g 
t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o n t h e p r o p o s e d si te 
o f t h e n e w v is i to r c e n t r e . T h e w a t e r -
m a i n w a s t h e n t r a c e d f u r t h e r s o u t h st i l l , 
t h i s t i m e w i t h t h e a i d o f a g e o p h y s i c a l 
su rvey s o t h a t its p o s i t i o n c a n n o w b e 
p l o t t e d o v e r a d i s t a n c e o f 2 5 0 m . 

T h e w a t e r - m a i n a t G o s b e c k s s e e m s 
t o s t o p a t a s p o t n e a r t h e h e a d o f t h e 
l i t t le va l l ey w h e r e , o n a e r i a l p h o t o 
g r a p h s , t h e r e is a l a r g e L - s h a p e d m a r k . 
T h e va l l ey w a s a s o u r c e o f w a t e r i n 
a n t i q u i t y s o t h e m a r k m i g h t i n d i c a t e 
t h e p r e s e n c e of a w a t e r w o r k s . A s m a l l 
t r i a l p i ts w a s d u g ins ide t h e L - s h a p e d 
m a r k i n 1 9 9 8 , b u t i t w a s t o o s m a l l t o 
b e o f m u c h h e l p . H o w e v e r , t h e r e w a s 

Right: the remains of the Gosbecks water-main 
showing the iron collars in situ on the bottom of 
the trench which was dug to lay the main in. 

Below: close-up of an intact, well-preserved iron 
collar in situ at the Balkerne Lane site. Excavated 
in the 1970s. Fragments of the wooden main 
can be seen in mineralised form adhering to the 
sides of the collar. 

n o o b v i o u s i n d i c a t i o n o f g r o u n d w a t e r 
i n t h e t r e n c h , so i t s e e m s un l i ke l y t h a t 
t h e m a r k i n d i c a t e s t h e si te o f s o m e k i nd 
o f w a t e r w o r k s . T h u s t h e v a l l e y - l o c a t i o n 
o f t h e m a r k m a y b e o f n o s i g n i f i c a n c e 
a n d t h e w a t e r w a s b e i n g b r o u g h t t o t h e 
s p o t by t h e w a t e r - m a i n f r o m a s o u r c e 
s o m e d i s t a n c e t o t h e n o r t h . T h i s w o u l d 
m e a n t h a t t h e L - s h a p e d m a r k s h o w e d 
t h e si te o f a b u i l d i n g s u c h as b a t h s or a 
p r i va te h o u s e . 

T h e L - s h a p e d m a r k m a y h a v e 
s o m e t h i n g t o d o w i t h a l o n g rec t 
a n g u l a r m a r k a b o u t 1 0 0 m t o t h e 
s o u t h - e a s t o f it. T h e r e c t a n g l e has a 
s h o r t s t r a i g h t l i ne l e a d i n g f r o m its 
n o r t h - w e s t c o r n e r s t r a i g h t t o w a r d s t h e 
L - s h a p e d m a r k . T h e r e c t a n g l e w a s 
i n v e s t i g a t e d i n 1 9 9 5 w h e n a t r e n c h w a s 
e x c a v a t e d ac ross t h e w i d t h o f it. I t w a s 
s u s p e c t e d b e f o r e h a n d t h a t t h e rec t 
a n g l e i n d i c a t e d t h e s i te o f a b u i l d i n g 
w h i c h h a d s o m e t h i n g t o d o w i t h w a t e r 
a n d t h a t t h e s t r a i g h t l i ne s h o w e d t h e 
p o s i t i o n o f a d r a i n or a w a t e r - m a i n . 
V a r i o u s poss ib i l i t i es h a d b e e n c o n 
s i d e r e d f o r t h e r e c t a n g l e , s u c h a s a n 
o p e n - a i r p o o l , o r p a r t o f a b a t h - h o u s e 
o r w a t e r w o r k s . I n t h e e v e n t , t h e 
r e c t a n g l e p r o v e d to be a d e e p , v e r t i c a l -
s i ded p i t w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l s lots a l o n g t h e 
b o t t o m . I t l ooks as i f i t h a d b e e n p a r t o f 
a l a r g e t i m b e r b u i l d i n g w h i c h , g i v e n t h e 
s a n d y , f r e e - d r a i n i n g n a t u r e o f t h e 
g r o u n d , i s h a r d to r e c o n c i l e w i t h a 
u s a g e i n v o l v i n g l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s o f 
w a t e r . 

I n G a u l , m a j o r n a t i v e s a n c t u a r i e s 
l ike G o s b e c k s f r e q u e n t l y i n c l u d e d b a t h 
h o u s e s , so i t w o u l d be no surpr ise i f 
s u c h a b u i l d i n g w a s f o u n d he re t o o . 
T h e t r a c i n g o f t h e w a t e r - m a i n th is 
s u m m e r a t G o s b e c k s s h o w s t h a t t h e L -
s h a p e d a n d r e c t a n g u l a r m a r k s m a y 
i n d e e d h a v e b e e n a s s o c i a t e d i n s o m e 
w a y w i t h w a t e r , b u t t h e e x p l a n a t i o n f o r 
t h e s e m a r k s sti l l r e m a i n s a mys te ry 
w h i c h o n l y f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s l ikely 
t o so l ve . 
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Michael 
Wood 
In conversation... 

Television's travelling historian 
and best-selling author talks 
to Philip Crummy about his 
adventures making the TV 
series in the footsteps of 
Alexander the Great, which 
was shown in summer 1998. 

I n t h e rea l w o r l d 
I w a s b o r n a n d b r o u g h t u p i n 
M a n c h e s t e r a n d I w e n t t o un ive rs i t y a t 
O x f o r d . I d i d a m o d e r n h i s to ry d e g r e e 
a n d t h e n I d i d t h r e e years o f d o c t o r a l 
r esea rch on t h e ea r l y 1 Oth c e n t u r y , t h e 
p e r i o d o f t h e c r e a t i o n o f E n g l a n d u n d e r 
K i n g A t h e l s t a n . I w a s n o w h e r e n e a r 
f i n i s h i n g it, a n d I jus t t h o u g h t , I 'd d o n e 
a l i t t le b i t o f j o u r n a l i s m a n d I a p p l i e d 
f o r a j o b w i t h a t e l e v i s i o n c o m p a n y . I 
g o t a j o b as a j u n i o r r e p o r t e r a n d , i n no 
t i m e a t a l l , I f o u n d m y s e l f i n t e r v i e w i n g 
A r t h u r Scarg i l l on t h e m i n e r s ' s t r i kes ! I 
d i d six y e a r s o f c u r r e n t a f f a i r s ' 
j o u r n a l i s m b e f o r e I sa i d to my boss , I 've 
g o t a n i d e a f o r a f i l m o n O f f a o f 
M e r c i a . . . 

a n d a r c h a e o l o g y 
I w a s a l w a y s f a s c i n a t e d by a r c h a e o 
logy , f r o m w h e n I w a s a k i d . I e v e n 
s t a r t e d d o i n g a ' d i r t ' a r c h a e o l o g y 
c o u r s e i n m y s p a r e t i m e a t M a n c h e s t e r , 
i n t h e days w h e n I w a s m a k i n g f i l m s f o r 
t h e BBC u p t h e r e . T h e r e ' s n o t h i n g q u i t e 
l ike a n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d i g , i s t h e r e 
( l a u g h i n g ) ? ! I r e m e m b e r s i t t i ng c a m p 
ing o u t o n t h e d i g a t H e n D o m e n , t h e 
N o r m a n cas t l e o u r n e a r M o n t g o m e r y -
a r o u n d t h e c a m p f i res a t n i g h t , a n d t h e 
b e i n g w i t h p e o p l e a l l o f w h o m w e r e 
p a s s i o n a t e l y i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e s u b j e c t . 

I n A l e x a n d e r ' s f o o t s t e p s w e w e r e 
t r y i n g to dev ise a k i n d o f h i s t o r y - t r a v e l -
a d v e n t u r e , i f I c a n p u t i t t h a t w a y , t h a t 
w o u l d g o i n t o t h e k i n d o f s lo t t h a t 
M i c h a e l Pa l in d o e s . H a v i n g m a d e 7 0 -
o d d d o c u m e n t a r i e s o f h is to ry , a r c h a e 
o l o g y a n d c u l t u r e , o n e has t r i e d a l m o s t 
every f o r m o f f i l m s f r o m a l m o s t t r a v e l -
a d v e n t u r e t o d e t a i l e d c r i t i q u i n g o f 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s o u r c e s . W h e n w e d i d 
t h e o r i g i n a l D a r k A g e s ser ies , w e f i l m e d 
a lo t o f a r c h a e o l o g i s t s on l o c a t i o n . In 

Michael Wood, the film crew and local guides in the Khawak Pass in Afghanistan. Photograph 
courtesy of Maya Vision International Ltd. 

A l e x a n d e r t h e G r e a t w e d i d d o a f e w 
s i tes, f o r e x a m p l e , t h e n e w e x c a v a t i o n s 
i n A l e x a n d r i a . B u t t h e r e a r e n ' t a n y 
rea l l y a c t i v e e x c a v a t i o n s g o i n g o n a t 
t h e m o m e n t i n I r an o r P a k i s t a n . A n d 
A f g h a n i s t a n , o f c o u r s e , has jus t b e e n 
d e v a s t a t e d , s o t h e las t t w o years w e r e 
n o t a g o o d t i m e t o g o i f y o u w e r e 
l o o k i n g f o r e x c a v a t i o n s ! 

Y o u c a n d i g f o r t h e p a s t phys i ca l l y , 
a s y o u d o , o r y o u c a n e x c a v a t e t h e pas t 
t h r o u g h t h e t e x t s . T h e j o b t h a t I 
h a p p e n t o h a v e e n d e d u p d o i n g i s 
b e i n g a k i n d o f p o p u l a r i s e r - in 
b e t w e e n t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c a n d p e o p l e 
l i ke y o u a n d t h e t e x t u a l s c h o l a r s . 
P e o p l e l ike m e p l o u g h a f u r r o w w h e r e 
w e t ry a n d p o p u l a r i s e w h a t y o u lo t d o . 

A l e x a n d e r t h e m a n 
I d o n ' t t h i n k t h e f i l m s d i d i dea l i se h i m , 
l o o k i n g a t t h e m a l l i n a l l . I n S a m a r k a n d 
I u s e d a very hos t i l e s o u r c e , w h i c h h a s 
o n e o f t h e m o s t g r i p p i n g p o r t r a i t s o f 
h i m t o c o m e d o w n t o us ; w h e t h e r i t ' s 
t r u e o r n o t , i t 's s o p o w e r f u l . B u t I ' m n o t 
sure h e w a s ' a nas t y p i e c e o f w o r k ' . 

T h e g r e a t t h i n g i s t h e s to ry , y o u ' r e 
s w e p t a l o n g w i t h t h e s t o r y i n t h e 
b e g i n n i n g , b u t t h e n g r a d u a l l y i t s ta r ts 
t o t u r n . W e p i c k e d u p Z o r o a s t r i a n 
t r a d i t i o n s i n I r a n w h i c h a r e t o t a l l y 
u n r e c o r d e d b y t h e G r e e k s . T h e r e ' s 
A l e x a n d e r ' s m a s s a c r e o f c i v i l i ans i n t h e 
I n d u s va l l ey t o o . I t o l d t h e s tory o f t h e 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f a c i ty in C e n t r a l A s i a 
w h i c h h a d n ' t b e e n b e l i e v e d b y m o s t 
s c h o l a r s un t i l ve ry r e c e n t l y . I t 's o n l y 
r e c o r d e d i n o n e s o u r c e , a R o m a n 
s o u r c e , b u t t h e r e ' s n o d o u b t t h a t i t 
h a p p e n e d , a n d n o w e v e r y b o d y ' s 
b e g i n n i n g t o a c c e p t t h a t i t d i d . 

I s u p p o s e i t w o u l d be i n t e r e s t i n g to 
m e e t A l e x a n d e r , b u t I f o u n d m y s e l f 
a l w a y s s y m p a t h i s i n g w i t h t h e p e o p l e 

w h o s e c o u n t r i e s h e w a s d e v a s t a t i n g , o r 
t h e p e o p l e w h o w e r e p u r g e d b y h i m . I 
t h i n k h e w a s a m a n o f his t i m e , a n d 
t h e y w e r e b r u t a l t i m e s . 

w h y A l e x a n d e r ? 
I t ' s a f a n t a s t i c s t o r y , a n d a very 
i n t e r e s t i n g b i o g r a p h y o f a very 
e n i g m a t i c f i g u r e . A n d a l so i t i s o n e o f 
t h e g r e a t even ts i n t h e h i s to ry o f t h e 
w o r l d rea l ly , b e c a u s e o f its l e g a c y - t h e 
m i x i n g o f G r e e k c u l t u r e w i t h Jew ish a n d 
I r a n i a n a n d E g y p t i a n a n d I n d i a n . A n d 
i t ' s a t r e m e n d o u s a d v e n t u r e , t h e 
s p r e a d o f G r e e k c u l t u r e i n t o A s i a . 

T h e r e a s o n f o r d o i n g A l e x a n d e r was 
t h e s a m e a s w h a t d r e w m e t o d o s o m e 
e a r l i e r f i l m s i n C h i n a a n d I r an a n d 
o t h e r p l a c e s . G l o b a l i s a t i o n i s h a p p e n 
i n g s o f a s t t h a t a l l t h e t r a c e s o f t h e 
a n c i e n t w o r l d a r e b e i n g e r a s e d . I t h i n k 
i t ' s f a s c i n a t i n g , a n d m o v i n g , t o s p e n d 
t i m e i n c u l t u r e s w h e r e s o m e t h i n g has 
c o m e d o w n . T a m i l c u l t u r e , f o r 
e x a m p l e , i s o n e o f t h e f e w c lass ica l 
c u l t u r e s w h i c h h a v e su rv i ved t o t h e 
2 0 t h c e n t u r y . A n d p r o b a b l y w e w o n ' t 
b e a b l e t o see t h e s e t h i n g s f o r very 
m u c h l o n g e r . 

t h e b i g a d v e n t u r e 
W e b r o k e t h e j o u r n e y u p i n t o b i ts , b u t 
w e w e r e o n t h e r o a d f o r a b o u t six 
m o n t h s . I t h i n k i t w a s a b o u t 2 0 , 0 0 0 
m i l e s . O b v i o u s l y w e d i d f a r m o r e t h a n 
t h a t , b u t A l e x a n d e r ' s a c t u a l j o u r n e y -
g i v e n t h a t y o u lose h i m i n T a j i k i s t a n i n 
t h e s e c o n d y e a r o f t h e w a r i n C e n t r a l 
A s i a - i s p r o b a b l y s o m e w h e r e b e t w e e n 
1 7 a n d 2 0 , 0 0 0 m i l e s a l t o g e t h e r . 

T h e f i l m c r e w w a s Pe te r t h e c a m e r a 
m a n , L y n e t t e t h e c a m e r a ass is tan t , 
J o h n w h o d o e s t h e s o u n d , m e , a n d 
D a v i d t h e d i r e c t o r . I n m o s t c o u n t r i e s 
y o u t a k e a t r a n s l a t o r w h o i s y o u r g o -
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b e t w e e n . I n t h e A f g h a n i s t a n f i l m , w e 
w e r e a f o u r - p e r s o n c r e w , b u t w e h a d 
H a n i f , a f r i e n d f r o m P a k i s t a n w h o 
w o r k s f o r BBC R a d i o . H e s p e a k s a l l t h e 
f o u r m a i n l a n g u a g e s o f A f g h a n i s t a n , 
a n d h e bas i ca l l y v o l u n t e e r e d t o d o i t 
w i t h us. 

f r o m G r e e c e t o I n d i a 
I n o u r A l e x a n d e r f i l m s t h e r e a r e 1 6 
c o u n t r i e s a n d f o u r w a r z o n e s . T h e 
j o u r n e y g o e s f r o m G r e e c e t o I n d i a , a n d 
i n c l u d e s t h e N e a r Eas t , S o u t h 
L e b a n o n , a n d Egyp t , o f c o u r s e . W e 
f i l m e d s o m e m a t e r i a l i n N o r t h e r n I r a q , 
b u t I d i d n ' t g o i n t o B a g h d a d b e c a u s e 
I 've b e e n i n v o l v e d i n I r a q i h u m a n 
r i g h t s ' w o r k o n t h e s ide f o r t h e las t 
e i g h t yea rs , a n d I d i d a f i l m c a l l e d 
Saddam's Killing Fields a b o u t t h e 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e M a r s h A r a b s i n S o u t h 
I raq - as a resu l t I 'm persona non gratis 
i n B a g h d a d , so I d i d n ' t f ee l i t w a s w o r t h 
t h e r isk t r y i n g t o g e t i n t h e r e . E v e r y t h i n g 
e lse w a s f i n e , I j us t d o n ' t t h i n k y o u 
m e s s a b o u t w i t h S a d d a m . 

In s o m e cases , I t h i n k , we f o l l o w e d 
A l e x a n d e r ' s r o u t e v e r y a c c u r a t e l y . I 
m e a n , t a k e t h e p a t h t h r o u g h t h e 
Z a g r o s m o u n t a i n s , t h e Pers ian G a t e s ; 
i t 's a very i n t e res t i ng p a r t o f t h e story, 
a n d y o u c a n a c t u a l l y f i n d t h e e x a c t 
p a t h , a s w e d i d . T h e K h a w a k Pass o v e r 
t h e H i n d u K u s h m o u n t a i n s , u s e d b y 
G h e n g i z K h a n a n d T a m b u r l a i n e , w h i c h 
w a s p r o b a b l y t h e o n e he t o o k , i s sti l l 
t h e r e . H is r o u t e ac ross t h e Sa l t R a n g e 
i n to t h e P u n j a b , t h e e x a c t c ross i ng 
p l ace - i f y o u f o l l o w t h e G r e e k d i r ec t 
ions - y o u c a n a c t u a l l y f i n d . T h e r e w e r e 
m a n y cases w h e r e w e w e r e a b l e t o 
c lar i fy t h e even ts o n t h e g r o u n d , a n d 
f i n d w h a t has n o t b e e n f o u n d b y t h e 
scho la rs b e c a u s e o f c o u r s e m o s t o f 
t h e m h a v e neve r b e e n t h e r e . O n o n e 
very w e l l - k n o w n p a r t o f t h e j o u r n e y , i t 
d o e s n ' t m a k e sense o n t h e m a p b u t i t 
does m a k e sense o n t h e g r o u n d , a n d 
every l a n d m a r k in t h e s o u r c e i s a c t u a l l y 
t h e r e ! T h a t w a s o n e case w h e r e w i t h a 
l i t t le b i t o f f e r r e t i n g w i t h t h e sou rces y o u 
c a n l o c a t e t h e e x a c t r o u t e , a n d t h a t 
a lso g o e s f o r s o m e m a j o r sites l ike t h e 
site o f his g r e a t b a t t l e i n t h e P u n j a b . 

I f I 'm d o i n g a p i e c e a b o u t t h e t ex t , 
t h e n u s u a l l y I s c r i b b l e s o m e t h i n g 
b e f o r e h a n d - b u t t h e bes t b i ts t o m e 
w e r e w h e n w e w e r e b o u n c i n g t h e L a n d 
Rover u p t h e H i n d u K u s h a n d y o u jus t 
t u r n r o u n d a n d s w i t c h t h e c a m e r a o n 
a n d say s o m e t h i n g i m p r o v i s e d . I t h i n k 
i t 's g o t m o r e o o m p h t h a n s o m e t h i n g 
t h a t ' s o v e r - p r e p a r e d . 

W e s tayed i n p r i v a t e h o u s e s ; w e 
s lep t on p e o p l e ' s f l o o r s , i n s tab les , i n 
t en t s o n m o u n t a i n - s i d e s , o n s t a t i o n 
p l a t f o r m s , o n b o a t s - a n d s o m e t i m e s i n 
ho te l s ! I r e m e m b e r t h e h o t e l w e h a d i n 
t h e K a l a s h va l leys i n t h e N o r t h - W e s t 
F ron t ie r . I t d i d n ' t h a v e e lec t r i c i t y o r 
r u n n i n g w a t e r , b u t i t w a s t e r r i f i c . 

Alexander's wars in the Persian empire 
Alexander the Great (356-323 BC), king of 
Macedonia, took his army out of Greece in 334 
BC, across the river Kocabas and to the towns 
of Sardis, Ephesus, and Miletus in Asia Minor. 
He moved east via the countries of Lycia, 
Pamphyllia and Phrygia. He won the battle of 
Issus in 333 BC against the Persians, and then 
crushed Tyre and Gaza. After winter in Egypt 
(332/1 BC), he invaded Mesopotamia and won 
a battle at Gaugamela in modern Iraq. He took 
Babylon and Susa. He forced the Persian Gates 
and occupied Persis during the winter of 331/0. 
At Persepolis he took the financial reserves of 
the Persian empire - the Persians were 
defeated. 

But Alexander moved on, through east Iran 
and west Afghanistan, crossed the Hindu Kush 
(mountains in Iran), and invaded Bactria in 
spring 329. After an uprising in Uzbekistan and 
the battle of Samarkand, with harsh tactics he 
colonised his way on into India (leaving a trail of 
colony towns called 'Alexandria'). A brutal 
progress in the Punjab and then by water across 
to the Southern Ocean was followed by a lull in 
324. Coastal conquest was continued by his 
fleet. He declared himself king of Asia, but 
caused a rift with the Greek world. 

W a l k i n g a c r o s s t h e H i n d u K u s h 
m o u n t a i n s , y o u w o u l d s i m p l y w a s h i n 
t h e s t r e a m i n t h e m o r n i n g . Love ly ! 

T h e r e w e r e a l o t o f hass les . W e g o t 
a r r e s t e d b y t h e I r a n i a n s a t o n e p o i n t 
a n d o u r f i l m w a s c o n f i s c a t e d , a n d o f 
c o u r s e t h a t ' s t h e w o r s t t h i n g . Y o u d o n ' t 
p a r t i c u l a r l y f e a r f o r y o u r o w n sa fe t y o n 
t r ips l ike t h i s , b u t w h a t y o u f e a r i s t h a t 
a l l t h e v i d e o t a p e y o u ' v e g o n e t o s u c h 
e f fo r t s t o g e t w i l l g e t d e s t r o y e d . O r a r e 
t h e y g o i n g t o b o o t y o u o u t ? Y o u 
c o u l d n ' t m a k e a n A l e x a n d e r ser ies 
w i t h o u t I r a n , t h e c e n t r e o f t h e s to ry ! S o 
t h e r e w e r e m o m e n t s l ike t h a t , w h e n 
y o u t h i n k , h o w d i d w e g e t i n t o th i s? B u t 
n o t m a n y . 

. . . a c r o s s t h e H i n d u K u s h 
C r o s s i n g t h e H i n d u K u s h m o u n t a i n s 
w a s t h e m o s t e x c i t i n g , b e c a u s e w e ' d 
b e e n in K a b u l f o r a c o u p l e o f w e e k s -
t h e c i t y w a s u n d e r s i e g e . W e 
r e f u r b i s h e d a L a n d Rove r t h a t h a d 
b e l o n g e d to a f a m o u s a r c h a e o l o g i s t i n 
A f g h a n i s t a n i n t h e o l d d a y s . W e g o t o u t 
t o t h e P a n c h e e r va l l ey , a n d i t t o o k u s 
a b o u t t w o d a y s t o g o u p t h e va l l ey . T h e 
v e h i c l e b r o k e d o w n , a n d t h e r e w a s a 
l a n d s l i d e . W e g o t a l i f t u p t o t h e p o i n t 
w h e r e y o u w a l k , a n d t h e n y o u jus t h i re 
ho rses , a n d t h e y p u t t h e g e a r o n t o t h e 
p a n n i e r s o f t h e ho rses , a n d y o u w a l k . 
A n d i t w a s a b s o l u t e l y w o n d e r f u l . Y o u ' r e 
w a l k i n g u p t o t h e pass ( i t 's n o t t e r r i b l y 
h i g h , j us t b e l o w 1 2 , 0 0 0 f e e t ) , b u t i t 's 
w o n d e r f u l a i r , e t h e r e a l l i g h t . T h e 
w e a t h e r w a s b e a u t i f u l - c o l d , b u t g r e a t 
- a n d y o u ' r e t r a v e l l i n g l i gh t , w h i c h i s 
t e r r i f i c , b e c a u s e o n e o f t h e w o r s t t h i n g s 
a b o u t f i l m i n g i s t h e n u m b e r o f h e a v y 
boxes t h a t y o u h a v e t o c a r r y a r o u n d 

w i t h y o u a l l t h e t i m e . E a c h o f u s h a d 
jus t a j a c k e t a n d a pu l l o ve r a n d a s m a l l 
r u c k s a c k , a n d o u r p o c k e t s s tu f fed w i t h 
d r i e d f r u i t a n d n u t s - jus t i n case 
( l a u g h i n g ) , a n d t h e l i gh tes t c a m e r a 
g e a r p o s s i b l e . W e s lep t a b o v e t h e 
ho rses in a s t a b l e , w i t h b o w l s o f g r u e l , 
a n d I r e a d A r r i a n b y l a m p l i g h t . W e g o t 
u p t o t h e t o p o f t h e pass , a n d , y o u 
k n o w , i t w a s p u r e e l a t i o n ! I t w a s 
f r e e z i n g , b u t e x h i l a r a t i n g . A t t h a t w e 
m o m e n t w e w e r e r i g h t t h e r e i n t h e i r 
f o o t s t e p s . 

feedback 
I t h i n k a l l my t e l ev i s i on f i l m s h a v e g o t 
g o o d t h i n g s i n t h e m i n t h e i r d i f f e r e n t 
w a y s - e v e n t h e o n e s t h a t d i d n ' t w o r k . 
T h e p u b l i c r e a c t i o n t o t h e D a r k A g e s , 
t h e ve ry f i rs t ser ies I m a d e , w a s very 
w a r m . P e o p l e stil l t a l k a b o u t it, so I 
a l w a y s f ee l very f o n d o f t h a t . I n t e r m s o f 
a m b i t i o n , t h e L e g a c y ser ies w a s t h e 
bes t . I t 's b e e n s h o w n i n a l m o s t every 
c o u n t r y i n t h e w o r l d , a n d i t 's b e e n 
success fu l w o r l d w i d e . T h e r e a re b i ts o f 
t h a t I ' m very p r o u d o f - a n d I sti l l g e t 
le t ters f r o m p e o p l e a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d 
w h o ' v e s e e n it. 

t h e c h a n c e t o t r a v e l 
I m a k e f i l m s a n d I w r i t e b o o k s on 
h is to ry . I a l so r u n an i n d e p e n d e n t f i l m 
c o m p a n y . I 've g o t a l l sor ts o f p l a n s . I 'm 
jus t f i n i s h i n g a b o o k o f s tor ies a b o u t 
ea r l y Br i t ish h i s to ry , a n d espec ia l l y ear l y 
E n g l i s h h i s t o r y , a n d E n g l i s h n e s s i n 
r e l a t i o n t o Br i t i shness ( a m i x t u r e o f 
s to r ies , f a m o u s l e g e n d s , mys te r i es ) . I t 's 
n o t t o d o w i t h T V , a n d i t c o m e s o u t i n 
s p r i n g 1 9 9 9 . I 'm a l so d o i n g a f i l m f o r 
B B C 2 , a b o u t t h e S p a n i s h c o n q u e s t o f 
M e x i c o . 

S o m e t i m e s I h a v e a s n e a k i n g f e e l i n g 
o f r e g r e t t h a t I d i d n ' t c o n t i n u e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y w i t h m y love o f A n g l o -
S a x o n h is to ry , a l t h o u g h I h a v e w r i t t e n 
o n e o r t w o p o p u l a r b o o k s o n t h e 
s u b j e c t a n d a l so o n e o r t w o a c a d e m i c 
a r t i c l es as we l l o v e r t h e yea rs . Bu t , y o u 
k n o w , I w o u l d n ' t h a v e s e e n t h e t h i n g s 
t h a t I 've s e e n . I w o u l d n e v e r h a v e h a d 
t h e c h a n c e t o t r a v e l , as I h a v e f o r t h e 
last 2 0 - o d d yea rs , a n d s p e n t a lo t o f 
t i m e i n d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e s , l ike C h i n a , 
I r a n , I n d i a , E g y p t , I r a q , a l l t h e s e 
d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s . A n d a l l t h o s e o t h e r 
g r e a t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i tes a n d 
mys te r i es t h a t o n e w a s f a s c i n a t e d b y a s 
a k i d , t h e I n d u s va l l ey c i v i l i sa t i on , a n d 
t h e c i t ies o f s o u t h e r n I r a q , y o u k n o w , 
U r u k a n d Er idu a n d Ur , e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
mys t i c p l a c e s - to g e t a c h a n c e to see 
t h o s e has b e e n p r i v i l ege . B u t I love 
Eng l i sh h is to ry bes t o f a l l . 

Michael Wood talked to Philip Crummy over the 
'phone in October 1998. Many thanks to Michael 
for giving some of his time to the Trust and 
producing such a fascinating piece. 
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G l a d i a t o r s l i k e ' S t i n g ' a n d ' A r r o w ' w e r e h o u s e h o l d 

n a m e s i n C o l c h e s t e r l o n g b e f o r e G l a d i a t o r s o n TV. 

D a v i d H i l l s h o w s h o w n o t h i n g c h a n g e s a n d t h a t 

f a n s c o u l d b u y t h e i r ' s o u v e n i r m e r c h a n d i s e ' 

e v e n i n R o m a n d a y s . 

gladiators! 
C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m i s f o r t u n a t e i n 
p o s s e s s i n g f r a g m e n t s f r o m a b l u e -
g r e e n m o u l d - b l o w n g l a s s b e a k e r 
d e c o r a t e d w i t h f i g h t i n g g l a d i a t o r s . 
R o m a n g l a s s m a k e r s w e r e n o t s l o w t o 
t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e i n c r e a s e d 
p o p u l a r i t y o f b l o o d g a m e s t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e w e s t e r n p r o v i n c e s , a n d b e a k e r s 
f r o m th is s a m e m o u l d - t y p e a r e t h e 
m o s t c o m m o n va r i e t y o f t h e s o - c a l l e d 
' c i r cus b e a k e r s ' . 

T h e C o l c h e s t e r f r a g m e n t s w e r e 
f o u n d i n a p i t d a t e d b e t w e e n A D 4 9 -
6 0 / 1 a n d i t i s g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d t h a t 
m o s t o f t h e s e b e a k e r s w e r e m a d e i n 
t h e t h i r d q u a r t e r o f t h e 1st C e n t u r y A D 
A l t h o u g h o n l y a b o u t t w o t h i r d s o f t h e 
vesse l h a s s u r v i v e d , m a n y o t h e r 
e x a m p l e s h a v e b e e n f o u n d i n B r i t a in 
a n d o n t h e C o n t i n e n t , i n c l u d i n g a n 
i n t a c t e x a m p l e f o u n d i n F r a n c e ( n o w i n 
t h e C o r n i n g M u s e u m o f G lass , N e w 
Y o r k ) , w h i c h e n a b l e u s t o r e c o n s t r u c t 
t h e m i s s i n g a r e a s . 

F o u r pa i rs o f g l a d i a t o r s a r e s h o w n i n 
d i f f e r e n t s t ages o f f i g h t i n g — S p i c u l u s 
( 'S t i ng ' ) has d e f e a t e d o r poss ib l y k i l l ed 
C o l u m b u s ( T h e D o v e ' ) , w h i l s t 
C a l a m u s ( ' A r r o w ' ) a n d H o r i e s f i g h t 
de fens ive ly w i t h t h e i r sh ie lds t o t h e f o r e . 
O n t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e b e a k e r 
Petra i tes ( ' R o c k y ' ) has d i s a r m e d Prudes 
( 'The C a r e f u l O n e ' ) , w h o has d r o p p e d 

his sh ie ld a n d s u b m i t s by ra i s i ng his le f t 
h a n d . I n t h e f i n a l q u a r t e r o f t h e f r i eze , 
t h e v i c t o r i o u s P r o c u l u s ( w h o s e 
n i c k n a m e poss ib ly m e a n s ' H a m m e r ' ) 
h o l d s his w i n n e r ' s p a l m , w h i l s t h is 
d e f e a t e d o p p o n e n t C o c u m b u s a p p e a l s 
f o r q u a r t e r u s i n g t h e s a m e g e s t u r e a s 
P rudes . ( I t s e e m s l ike ly t h a t t h e n a m e 
u s u a l l y m i s r e a d a s C o c u m b u s i s 
a c t u a l l y C o l u m b u s ' n a m e r e p e a t e d , 
a n d t h e vessel m a y b e r e c o r d i n g t h e 
' d e c l i n e a n d f a l l ' o f a o n c e f a m o u s 
c o m b a t a n t . T h e h i s t o r i a n S u e t o n i u s 
d e s c r i b e s h o w a t t h e g a m e s t h e 
E m p e r o r C l a u d i u s o n h e a r i n g t h e c ry 
' B r i n g o n t h e D o v e ! ' r e p l i e d , ' C e r t a i n l y , 
b u t h e ' l l t a k e s o m e c a t c h i n g ! ' w h i c h 
i m p l i e s t h a t C o l u m b u s m a y h a v e b e e n 
recen t l y s l a i n , p e r h a p s by S p i c u l u s . ) 

L ike t h e f a m o u s c h a r i o t e e r s n a m e d 
on o t h e r c i r cus c u p s (see the Colchester 
Archaeologist, no 1 1 ) , t h e s e g l a d i a t o r s 
w e r e h o u s e h o l d n a m e s , a f a c t 
c o n f i r m e d b y b y t h e i r m e n t i o n i n 
c o n t e m p o r a r y l i t e r a t u r e ( n o t t o m e n t i o n 
g r a f f i t i s c r a w l e d o n t h e w a l l s o f 
P o m p e i i ) . P e t r o n i u s t w i c e re fe r s t o 
P e t r a i t e s ' m a n y f i g h t s i n t h e 
' T r i m a l c h i o ' s F e a s t ' s e c t i o n o f h is 
Satyricon. A s w e l l a s a l l u d i n g t o 
C o l u m b u s , S u e t o n i u s a l s o m e n t i o n s 
S p i c u l u s , w h o m N e r o s p o i l e d a s a 
f a v o u r i t e , c o n f e r r i n g o n h i m w e a l t h , 

Drawing of fragments from Colchester © David Hill 1998 

l a n d a n d p r o p e r t y ( t o t h e a u t h o r ' s 
o b v i o u s d i s d a i n ) . In his last d e s p e r a t e 
h o u r s , N e r o c a l l e d f o r S p i c u l u s t o c o m e 
a n d p u t a n e n d t o his l i fe , b u t even h e 
h a d d e s e r t e d t h e las t o f t h e Ju l io -
C l a u d i a n s . 

U n l i k e t h e c h a r i o t e e r s , t h e g l a d i a t o r s 
u s e d n i c k n a m e s , w h i c h h e l p e d t o m a s k 
t h e i r less t h a n h o n o u r a b l e s ta tus -
m o s t w e r e c o n d e m n e d m e n ( a n d 
s o m e t i m e s w o m e n , o n e s h o u l d 
r e m e m b e r ) , o r p r i sone rs o f w a r , g iven 
t h e d u b i o u s c h o i c e b e t w e e n e x e c u t i o n 
o r t a k i n g t h e i r c h a n c e s i n t h e a r e n a . 
T h e y w e r e s c h o o l e d i n f i g h t i n g a t a 
ludus gladiatorius, a n d w e r e ass i gned 
d i f f e r e n t a r m s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r skil ls. 
T h e g l a d i a t o r s o n t h e C o l c h e s t e r 
b e a k e r a r e a l l S a m n i t e s , f i g h t i n g w i t h a 
l a r g e s h i e l d ( s c u t u m ) a n d s w o r d 
( s p a t h a ) , a n d a l l w e a r p l u m e d h e l m e t s . 
T h r a c i a n g l a d i a t o r s f o u g h t w i t h a 
s m a l l e r r o u n d s h i e l d ( p a r m a ) a n d 
w i e l d e d a d a g g e r (s i ca ) , w h i l e t h e 
M u r m i l l o n e s , t h e i r h e l m e t s a d o r n e d 
w i t h l a r g e sea f i s h , w e r e usua l l y set 

Bone figurine of a gladiator (a murmillo) from 
Lexden. 
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Fragment of painted wall plaster from Balkerne Lane, 
Colchester showing a gladiator (a murmillo in this case) 
having been defeated and dropped his shield. 

a g a i n s t Re t i a r i i , w h o u s e d a n e t 
a n d t r i d e n t . 

T h e g l a d i a t o r i a l g a m e s o r 
Hoplomachia b e g a n w i t h a 
g r a n d f e a s t f o r t h e c o m b a t a n t s 
o n t h e e v e n i n g b e f o r e t h e i r 
f i g h t s , t o w h i c h t h e p u b l i c w e r e 
i n v i t e d . T h e n e x t d a y t h e 
g l a d i a t o r s w o u l d b e d r i v e n i n 
c h a r i o t s f r o m t h e ludus t o t h e 
a m p h i t h e a t r e ( t h e C o l o s s e u m 
h a d n o t ye t b e e n b u i l t a t t h e 
t i m e o f t h e s e g l a d i a t o r s ) , w h e r e 
t h e y p a r a d e d b e f o r e t h e 
c h e e r i n g c r o w d . W h e n t h e y 
r e a c h e d t h e i m p e r i a l b o x o r 
pulvinar t h e y a d d r e s s e d C a e s a r 
w i t h t h e f a m o u s c h a n t o f : 'Ave, 
Imperator; morituri te salutantl' 
( H a i l , E m p e r o r : t h o s e w h o a r e 
a b o u t t o d i e s a l u t e t h e e ! ' ) . 

T h e g a m e s c o m m e n c e d w i t h 
a m o c k b a t t l e or prolusio w i t h 
d u m m y o r p a d d e d w e a p o n s i n 
t h e m a n n e r o f a w a r m - u p b e f o r e 
t h e m a i n e v e n t b e g a n i n 
e a r n e s t , a n d t h e i n d i v i d u a l f i g h t s 
w e r e o f t e n i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h 
c l o w n s a n d d w a r f s p a r o d y i n g t h e 
rea l g l a d i a t o r s ' ba t t l es , o r r e -
e n a c t i n g f a m o u s s t r u g g l e s f r o m 
m y t h o l o g y , s u c h a s H e r c u l e s 
a n d A n t a e u s . E a c h p a i r o f 
c o m b a t a n t s h a d b e e n s e l e c t e d 
b y t h e c a s t i n g o f lo ts , a n d t o t h e 
a c c o m p a n i m e n t o f t r u m p e t s , 
h o r n s , d r u m s a n d h y d r a u l i c 

o r g a n e a c h d u e l t o o k p l a c e , usua l l y t o 
t h e d e a t h . W h e n a g l a d i a t o r s u b m i t t e d 
(as P rudes a n d C o c u m b u s d o o n t h e 
C o l c h e s t e r b e a k e r ) , i t w a s t h e v i c t o r ' s 
r i g h t t o c h o o s e w h e t h e r his o p p o n e n t 
w a s s p a r e d t o f i g h t a g a i n o r 
d i s p a t c h e d , a l t h o u g h i f t h e e m p e r o r 
w e r e p resen t , t h e g l a d i a t o r d e f e r r e d t o 
h i m , a n d h e u s u a l l y c o n s u l t e d t h e 
o p i n i o n o f t h e c r o w d w i t h t h e f a m o u s 
' t h u m b s - u p ' o r ' t h u m b s - d o w n ' v o t i n g . 

T h e w i n n e r rece i ved a p a l m f o r e a c h 
v i c to ry , b u t h e w o u l d h a v e t o w i n m a n y 
o f t h e s e b e f o r e b e i n g a w a r d e d t h e 
rudis, t h e w o o d e n s w o r d w h i c h g r a n t e d 
h i m f r e e d o m f r o m t h e a r e n a . Ve ry f e w 
g l a d i a t o r s , h o w e v e r , w o u l d h a v e 
s u r v i v e d t o e n j o y r e t i r e m e n t . T h e 
e p i t a p h o f o n e has c o m e d o w n t o us, 
w h i c h te l ls h o w h e w a s k i l led b y a n 
o p p o n e n t w h o s e l i fe he h a d s p a r e d i n a 
p r e v i o u s e n c o u n t e r . I t c o n c l u d e s w i t h a 
s o l e m n w a r n i n g t o a l l w h o f o u g h t i n 
t h e s e d r e a d f u l e v e n t s : M o r e o u t quis 
quern vicerit, occidat — g i ve no q u a r t e r 
t o t h e f a l l e n , n o m a t t e r w h o m h e b e ! 

For further details on this and other Roman circus 

beakers see 'Decorated mould-blown glass tablewares 

in the 1st Century A.D. ' by Jennifer Price in "Roman 

Glass — Two Centuries of Art and Invention", edited by 

Martine Newby and Kenneth Painter (published by the 

Society of Antiquaries in 1991). The Colchester 

gladiator cup was first published in 'The Glass' by D.B. 

Harden in "Camulodunum" by C.F.C. Hawkes and M.R. 

Hull, Society of Antiquaries 1947. 

Special offer 
for readers of the Colchester Archaeologist 

gladiator beaker 
F o l l o w i n g t h e success o f las t y e a r ' s o f f e r o f t h e C o l c h e s t e r O l y m p e c h a r i o t - r a c e 

b e a k e r , r e a d e r s o f the Colchester Archaeologist c a n n o w p u r c h a s e a v e r s i o n of t h e 
g l a d i a t o r b e a k e r a t a s i m i l a r r e d u c e d p r i ce . T h i s r e p r o d u c t i o n i s a n a c c u r a t e , h a n d 

m a d e c o p y b a s e d d i r ec t l y o n t h e C o l c h e s t e r f r a g m e n t s a n d o t h e r e x a m p l e s . T h e 
b e a k e r s a r e 6 . 6 c m s h i g h a n d a r e m a d e i n b l u e - g r e e n g lass . 

at £1 1 e a c h 
( i n c l u d i n g p o s t & p a c k i n g ) 

— u s u a l p r i ce £ 1 6 e a c h 
( i n c l u d i n g p & p) 

To support the Colchester Archaeolog ica l Trust, Mark Taylor 
and David Hil l , w h o make a magni f i cent range of 

reproduct ion Roman glass vessels, have made a generous 
offer to dona te £2 to the Trust for every beaker 

purchased in this special offer. These superb l ightweight 
beakers are made entirely by hand and b lown into three-

piece moulds . They moke a beaut i fu l add i t ion 
to any display as well as being tact i le, in format ive 

and fasc inat ing o rnaments . 
This is no t an of fer to be missed - a n d i t helps the Trust as wel l ! 

Please make all cheques payable to Colchester Archaeological Trust Ltd: 
send your order, with cheque for £1 1 per item required 

(inclusive of postage and packing), to 
M a r k Tay lor a n d David Hi l l : Glassmakers, 
Un i t 1 1 , Project Workshops, Lains Farm, 

Quar ley , Andover , Hampsh i re SP11 8PX. 
Orders will be dispatched direct from the workshop as soon as they are 

received, and will be sent individually boxed. (Catalogue sent on 
request. Last year's offer of a Colchester Olympe chariot-roce beaker 

is still available at the same price, ie £11 incl p & p.) 

Offer ends December 1 9 9 9 
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Stepping back 
into the past 

Computers are increasingly 

being used to recreate 

archaeological sites for the 

archaeologist and the 

public alike. Computer 

modelling can be very-

demanding in terms of 

hardware resources, even 

for today's PCs, so that 

intricate models can take a 

long time for a PC to 

produce. A d r i a n C l a r k 

and the VRML team at the 

University of Essex are 

working on fast, 'live' 

modelling so that users can 

wander at will inside the 

model. Adrian explains the 

way in which he plans to 

help visitors to places like 

the Gosbecks 

Archaeological Park 

literally step back into the 

past. 

A f i c i o n a d o s o f t e l e v i s i o n p r o g r a m m e s 
s u c h as Time Team w i l l be f a m i l i a r w i t h 
t h e i d e a o f p r o d u c i n g c o m p u t e r 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s o f b u i l d i n g s a n d a r t e f a c t s 
b a s e d o n e v i d e n c e g a t h e r e d f r o m 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t es . T h e s e t y p e s o f 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s a r e v a l u a b l e i n h e l p i n g 
t h e v i e w e r v i s u a l i s e t h e c o m p l e t e 
s t r u c t u r e o r a r t e f a c t a n d h o w t h e r e m a i n s 
re l a te t o it. O f t e n , t h e s e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s 
h a v e s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l d e t a i l , w h i c h 
m e a n s t h a t r a t h e r p o w e r f u l c o m p u t e r s 
a r e r e q u i r e d t o p e r f o r m t h e c a l c u l a t i o n s 
necessa ry to c o n v e r t a t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l 
( 3 - D ) m o d e l o f t h e o b j e c t i n t o a p i c t u r e . 
I n t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s , h o w e v e r , t h e 
c o m p u t e r g a m e s m a r k e t has c a t a l y s e d 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f g r a p h i c s c a r d s f o r 
PCs t h a t b r i n g t h e s e t y p e s o f 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h i n t h e r e a c h o f t h e 
h o m e u s e r . H e n c e , t h e C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t has b e e n w o r k i n g 
w i t h a t e a m o f v i r t ua l rea l i t y r esea rche rs 
a t t h e Un ive rs i t y o f Essex f o r a b o u t t w o 
y e a r s t o p r o d u c e c o m p u t e r r e c o n 
s t r u c t i o n s o f R o m a n b u i l d i n g s i n t h e 
C o l c h e s t e r a r e a . T h e s e c a n b e 
d o w n l o a d e d a n d v i e w e d b y a n y o n e w i t h 
a n I n t e r n e t c o n n e c t i o n a n d t h e a p p r o 
p r i a t e ( f ree ) s o f t w a r e . 

T h e un ive rs i t y t e a m cons is ts o f t h e 
a u t h o r , D r C h r i s t i n e C l a r k ( 3 - D 
m o d e l l i n g ) , Ne i l l N e w m a n ( h a r d w a r e ) 
a n d D a v i d J o h n s t o n ( G P S a n d 
i n t e g r a t i o n ) . T h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s use t h e 
' v i r t ua l rea l i t y m o d e l l i n g l a n g u a g e ' o r 
V R M L , w h i c h i s a w a y o f d e s c r i b i n g 3 - D 
scenes t o t h e c o m p u t e r . T h e s e V R M L 
m o d e l s a r e m a d e a v a i l a b l e o v e r t h e 

W o r l d - W i d e W e b , a n i n f o r m a t i o n 
d i s t r i b u t i o n s y s t e m t h a t r u n s o n t h e 
I n t e r n e t . 

A l m o s t e v e r y o n e w h o h a s u s e d t h e 
I n t e r n e t w i l l h a v e u s e d a ' w e b b r o w s e r ' , 
p r o b a b l y e i t h e r N e t s c a p e ' s N a v i g a t o r 
a n d M i c r o s o f t ' s I n t e r n e t E x p l o r e r . T h e 
v a s t m a j o r i t y o f w e b p a g e s c o n t a i n on l y 
t e x t a n d p i c t u r e s , s o b r o w s e r s have 
b u i l t - i n f a c i l i t i e s f o r v i e w i n g t h e m . 
V R M L m o d e l s a r e st i l l q u i t e r a r e , s o 
b r o w s e r s use s u i t a b l e ' p l u g - i n s ' t o let 
t h e u s e r v i e w t h e m . T h e bes t V R M L 
p l u g - i n f o r N e t s c a p e i s c a l l e d C o s m o 
P l a y e r a n d c a n b e d o w n l o a d e d a n d 
i n s t a l l e d f r e e o f c h a r g e f r o m t h e w e b 
s i t e h t t p : / / w w w . c o s m o s o f t w a r e . c o m / . 
M i c r o s o f t a l so h a v e a V R M L p l u g - i n f o r 
I n t e r n e t Exp lo re r . W i t h a p l u g - i n ins ta l led , 
w h e n a w e b p a g e c o n t a i n i n g a V R M L 
m o d e l i s e n c o u n t e r e d , t h e m o d e l i s 
d o w n l o a d e d o v e r t h e I n t e r n e t i n to t h e 
w e b b r o w s e r a n d t h e p l u g - i n a l l o w s the 
u s e r t o m o v e his o r h e r v i e w p o i n t a r o u n d 
t h e m o d e l . 

P u b l i c a n d c e r e m o n i a l R o m a n 
b u i l d i n g s n o r m a l l y f o l l o w a set o f ru les. 
O n e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e s e ru les , d u e t o 
V i t r u v i u s , has su rv i ved t o t h e p resen t . 
A r m e d w i t h t h e s e a n d s o m e m e a s u r e 
m e n t s t a k e n f r o m t h e s i te , i t i s poss ib le t o 
p r o d u c e a r e a s o n a b l e m o d e l o f h o w t h e 
b u i l d i n g s s h o u l d h a v e l o o k e d . T h e 
un ive rs i t y t e a m has p r o d u c e d s o f t w a r e t o 
a p p l y t h e s e V i t r u v i a n r u l e s t o 
m e a s u r e m e n t s t a k e n f r o m p l a n s p r o v i d e d 
b y t h e T r u s t a n d h e n c e p r o d u c e V R M L 
m o d e l s . 

T h e f i rs t b u i l d i n g m o d e l l e d w a s t h e 
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T e m p l e o f C l a u d i u s , t h e r e m a i n s o f w h i c h 
w e r e u s e d a s t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e 
c u r r e n t C o l c h e s t e r C a s t l e (see f a r le f t ) . 
T h e m o d e l uses o n l y a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
e v i d e n c e a n d h e n c e o m i t s de ta i l s l ike 
s t a tues p o s i t i o n e d a t t h e t o p o f t h e s ta i rs , 
p a i n t o n t h e w a l l s , a n d s o o n . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t g ives a g o o d i d e a o f h o w 
t h e t e m p l e l o o k e d a l m o s t t w o m i l l e n n i a 
a g o . 

I n 1 9 9 8 , t h e un i ve rs i t y t e a m p r o d u c e d 
a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e p o r t i c o - t h e g i a n t 
c o l o n n a d e d b u i l d i n g w h i c h i s f e a t u r e d 
t o d a y i n t h e G o s b e c k s A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
Park . A v i e w f r o m a b o v e t h e m o d e l i s 
s h o w n r i g h t a n d v i ews f r o m w i t h i n t h e 
m o d e l a r e g i v e n b e l o w . A s w i t h t h e 
T e m p l e o f C l a u d i u s , t h e G o s b e c k s m o d e l 
d e l i b e r a t e l y o m i t s v i sua l d e t a i l so t h a t i t 
c a n be v i e w e d on a PC ( i t is a b i g m o d e l ) . 
H o w e v e r , t h e m o d e l d o e s let o n e g a i n a n 
i m p r e s s i o n o f t h e sca le o f t h e p o r t i c o a n d 
t h e t e m p l e w h i c h i t e n c l o s e s . 

C o m p u t e r r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s s u c h a s 
t h e s e a r e q u i t e i n t e r e s t i n g , b u t t h e 
p r o b l e m w i t h t h e m i s t h a t t h e y h a v e t o b e 
v i e w e d a t a c o m p u t e r m i l e s a w a y f r o m 
t h e a c t u a l a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i te . W h e n o n e 
visits a s i te , i t is d i f f i c u l t to r e l a te t h e 
m o d e l t o t h e r e m a i n s . (Th i s a p p l i e s e v e n 
w h e n t h e r e a r e m o d e l s i n v i s i to r c e n t r e s 
a t s i tes.) A t G o s b e c k s , w h e r e t h e r e i s l i t t le 
v is ib le e v i d e n c e a b o v e g r o u n d , t h i s i s a 
p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m . 

T h e un ive rs i t y t e a m i s i n t h e p rocess o f 
d o i n g s o m e t h i n g a b o u t t h i s u s i n g s t a t e o f 
t h e a r t c o m p u t e r t e c h n o l o g y . I t i s poss ib l e 
to s h r i n k a f u l l y - f u n c t i o n a l PC i n t o a 
p a c k a g e o f a b o u t t h e size o f a v i d e o 
casse t te . T h e i d e a i s t h a t a v i s i to r t o t h e 
G o s b e c k s si te i s a b l e to c a r r y w i t h t h e m a 
s o - c a l l e d ' w e a r a b l e ' c o m p u t e r , w h i c h 
c o n t a i n s t h e m o d e l o f t h e s i te . H e o r she 
w e a r s a v i r t u a l rea l i t y h e a d s e t i n w h i c h 
t h e m o d e l i s s u p e r i m p o s e d - f r o m t h e 
c o r r e c t v i e w p o i n t , o f c o u r s e - on t h e rea l 
w o r l d , a n d th i s c h a n g e s a s t h e u s e r w a l k s 
a r o u n d t h e s i te . W e a r a b l e c o m p u t e r s , 
s u c h a s t h e o n e s h o w n i n t h e p h o t o g r a p h 

on t h e le f t , a r e a r e c e n t i n n o v a t i o n . 
C u r r e n t l y q u i t e b u l k y , t h e y m a y w e l l b e 
l i t t le l a r g e r t h a n a w r i s t w a t c h w i t h i n a 
d e c a d e . I n d e e d , m u c h o f t h e s p a c e i n t h e 
c u r r e n t p r o t o t y p e i s t a k e n u p w i t h c o n t r o l 
u n i t f o r t h e h e a d s e t , w h i c h t r a c k s t h e 
o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e w e a r e r ' s h e a d a s w e l l 
a s d i s p l a y i n g t h e m o d e l i n f r o n t o f his o r 
h e r eyes, a n d t h e p o s i t i o n senso r . 

W e use G P S f o r p o s i t i o n i n g . T h i s uses 
s igna l s f r o m g r o u p s o f A m e r i c a n sa te l l i t es 
t o c a l c u l a t e p o s i t i o n a n d c a n b e a c c u r a t e 
t o a f e w c e n t i m e t r e s ! ( G l o b a l p o s i t i o n i n g 
s y s t e m o r GPS f o r s h o r t w a s o r i g i n a l l y 
c o n c e i v e d f o r m i l i t a r y p u r p o s e s s u c h a s 
c ru i se miss i les , b u t i s n o w u s e d very 
w i d e l y f o r m a r i t i m e , a n d e v e n i n - c a r , 
n a v i g a t i o n . ) 

I f y o u h a v e I n t e r n e t access , v is i t t h e 
w e b - s i t e h t t p : / / v a s e . e s s e x . a c . u k / t o v i e w 
t h e V R M L m o d e l s a n d t o f i n d o u t m o r e 
a b o u t t h e ' v i r t u a l t o u r g u i d e ' . W h o 
k n o w s , i n a f e w y e a r s ' t i m e , y o u m i g h t b e 
w a l k i n g a r o u n d t h e G o s b e c k s s i t e 
w e a r i n g o n e ! 

Far left: Temple of Claudius model. 

Left: a 'wearable' computer, which we 
are using to produce 'virtual guided 
tours' of the Gosbecks site, including 
eventually the temple, the portico, and 
the theatre. 

Above: aerial view of the model of the 
portico at Gosbecks. 

Below: two views from inside the model of 
the portico at Gosbecks. 

Dr Adrian F. Clark, 
VASE Laboratory, 

Electronic Systems Engineering, 
University of Essex, 
Colchester, CQ4 3SQ. 
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W h a t is a t o w n ? 
T h e h is to r i c t o w n s o f Essex i n c l u d e 
R o m a n , la te S a x o n , m e d i e v a l a n d ea r l y 
p o s t - m e d i e v a l t o w n s , s o m e o f w h i c h 
a r e n o l o n g e r u r b a n i n c h a r a c t e r . T o b e 
a c c e p t e d as a ' t o w n ' f o r t h i s survey , a 
s e t t l e m e n t h a d t o d i s p l a y f i ve o r m o r e 
u r b a n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : h a v i n g b e e n 
g r a n t e d a t o w n c h a r t e r ; h a v i n g t o w n 
d e f e n c e s ; h a v i n g r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s 
s u c h as a f r i a r y o r t e m p l e o r p u b l i c 
b u i l d i n g s s u c h as a m o o t h a l l , c o u r t 
h o u s e o r m a r k e t - h a l l ; o r h a v i n g a ro le 
a s a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c e n t r e . 

R o m a n t o w n s 
T h e R o m a n s i n t r o d u c e d t o w n s a s w e 
k n o w t h e m t o E n g l a n d , a l t h o u g h t h e r e 
w e r e a l r e a d y s o m e l a r g e l a te I r on A g e 
s e t t l e m e n t s h e r e . I n R o m a n Essex, t h e 
d o m i n a n t t o w n w a s o f c o u r s e C o l 
ches te r . H o w e v e r , t h e r e w e r e a l so a 
n u m b e r o f s m a l l e r t o w n s , m a n y o f 
w h i c h w e r e b a s e d o n si tes p rev ious l y 
o c c u p i e d i n t h e l a te I r on A g e . A t G r e a t 
C h e s t e r f o r d a n d C h e l m s f o r d t h e 
R o m a n o c c u p a t i o n a p p e a r s t o h a v e 
b e g u n w i t h t h e b u i l d i n g o f a f o r t , a n d 
t h e r e m a y a l s o h a v e b e e n a f o r t a t 
K e l v e d o n . T h e s e f o r t s w e r e o n l y 
o c c u p i e d f o r a s h o r t p e r i o d b e f o r e 
b e i n g e a c h s u p e r s e d e d by a c i v i l i an 
s e t t l e m e n t . A l l t h r e e h a d d e f e n c e s 
e n c l o s i n g t h e m . T h e r e w e r e s m a l l e r 
t o w n s a t B r a i n t r e e a n d G r e a t D u n m o w , 
i n t h e f o r m o f r i b b o n d e v e l o p m e n t 
a l o n g a r o u t e w a y , w i t h l i t t l e t o w n 
p l a n n i n g . T h e t o w n s o f H e y b r i d g e a n d 
H a r l o w s e e m t o h a v e h a d a p r i m a r i l y 
re l i g i ous f o c u s s i nce a t l eas t t h e la te 
I r on A g e . 

W h a t w a s l i fe i n a R o m a n t o w n l ike? 
T h i s d e p e n d e d o n w h i c h t o w n y o u l ived 
i n , w i t h G r e a t C h e s t e r f o r d o r C h e l m s 
f o r d b e i n g c o n s i d e r a b l y m o r e s o p h i s t i 
c a t e d t h a n G r e a t D u n m o w . H o w e v e r , 
t h e y m u s t a l l h a v e se rved a s m a r k e t 
c e n t r e s f o r t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a r o u n d 

Town life In old Essex 
Nationally town centres are under all sorts 
of development pressures, yet heritage 
aspects are not to be ignored. English 
Heritage is funding a nationwide project on 
historic towns, which includes a survey of 
the towns of Essex. The Archaeology 
Section of the Essex County Council reviews 
the development of town life in the county. 

Essex County Council 
Planning 

t h e m . I n H e y b r i d g e , t h e s i te o f t h e 
m a r k e t - p l a c e h a s b e e n i d e n t i f i e d b y 
e x c a v a t i o n , a n d t h e ae r i a l p h o t o s f o r 
G r e a t C h e s t e r f o r d s u g g e s t t h a t a l l t h e 
r o a d s led i n t o a n o p e n s p a c e , p r o b a b l y 
a m a r k e t - p l a c e . In C h e l m s f o r d t h e r e is 
e v i d e n c e f o r i ndus t r i a l b o n e - a n d h o r n -
p r o c e s s i n g w i t h i n t h e t o w n , s u g g e s t i n g 
t h a t l ive c a t t l e w e r e b r o u g h t i n f o r 
resa le a n d s l a u g h t e r . T h e d i s c o v e r y o f 
f i gs , c o r i a n d e r , len t i l s , w a l n u t s , m u l 
ber r ies , g r a p e s , d a t e s a n d c o n t a i n e r s 
f o r I t a l i a n w i n e s a t C o l c h e s t e r p r o v i d e s 
e v i d e n c e f o r a R o m a n i s e d w a y o f l i fe 
w i t h i n t h e t o w n s , a n d i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t 
t h e e q u a l l y e x o t i c f o o d s t u f f s f o u n d o n 
t h e ru ra l s i te a t B o r e h a m ( i n c l u d i n g 
p i n e k e r n e l s , o l i ves , s w e e t c h e s t n u t s 
a n d M e d i t e r r a n e a n f i sh ) c a m e v ia t h e 
m a r k e t a t C h e l m s f o r d . 

M o s t b u i l d i n g s w e r e t i m b e r - f r a m e d 
w i t h p las te r o r w a t t l e in f i l l . S o m e h a d 
t i l ed r oo f s , b u t m o s t roo fs w e r e e i t h e r 
t h a t c h o r s h i n g l e . O n l y i m p o r t a n t 
p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s w e r e i n m a s o n r y , l ike 
t h e m a n s i o (o f f i c ia l p o s t i n g s t a t i o n ) i n 
C h e l m s f o r d , a n d t e m p l e s ( s u c h a s t h e 
T e m p l e o f C l a u d i u s a t C o l c h e s t e r ) . 

O u t s i d e t h e t o w n w e r e t h e 
c e m e t e r i e s , o f t e n w i t h l i t t le c lus te rs o f 
w h a t s e e m t o b e f a m i l y g r a v e - p l o t s . A t 
B i l l e r i c a y , o n e g r o u p o f c r e m a t i o n 
bu r i a l s c o n t a i n e d f o u r c h i l d r e n u n d e r 
t h e a g e o f t w e l v e , t w o y o u n g w o m e n 
e a c h b u r i e d w i t h a n e w b o r n b a b y 
( p r e s u m a b l y c h i l d b i r t h f a t a l i t i e s ) , t w o 
a d u l t m e n a n d t h r e e a d u l t w o m e n . 

D i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s a r e 
r e f l e c t e d i n t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e c o r d 
o f R o m a n t o w n s . T h e r e a r e p e r s o n a l 
re l i g i ous i t e m s , s u c h a s s t a t u e t t e s o f 
V e n u s . O f f e r i n g s w h i c h w e r e d e d i c a t e d 
t o t h e t e m p l e s r a n g e f r o m e v e r y d a y 
i t e m s s u c h a s p e r s o n a l j ewe l l e r y t o 
spec ia l i s t i t e m s s u c h a s t h e m i n i a t u r e 
a x e s a n d s p e a r h e a d s f o u n d a t t h e 
t e m p l e a t H a r l o w . A t H a r l o w , a n d 
poss ib l y a l so a t H e y b r i d g e , i t i s t h o u g h t 
t h a t m u c h o f t h e t o w n ' s e c o n o m y m a y 

h a v e b e e n d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s t h e 
m a n u f a c t u r e a n d sa le o f spec ia l i s t 
t e m p l e o f f e r i n g s . I n a d d i t i o n t h e r e were 
a n i m a l sac r i f i ces ; a t b o t h C h e l m s f o r d 
a n d G r e a t C h e s t e r f o r d . B o n e f o u n d a t 
t h e t e m p l e s i tes s h o w s t h a t y o u n g 
s h e e p f r o m s p e c i a l h e r d s w e r e 
s a c r i f i c e d . 

S a x o n t o w n s 
B y t h e e n d o f t h e R o m a n p e r i o d , m a n y 
o f t h e t o w n s a p p e a r t o h a v e b e e n i n 
d e c l i n e . A l t h o u g h t h e r e i s s o m e 
e v i d e n c e f o r S a x o n ac t i v i t y w i t h i n t h e 
R o m a n t o w n s , i t m a y n o t h a v e been 
u r b a n i n n a t u r e . T h e t o w n s t h a t were 
f o u n d e d d u r i n g t h e S a x o n p e r i o d can 
b e d i v i d e d i n to t h r e e g r o u p s : t h o s e t h a t 
w e r e f o u n d e d a s b u r h s ( d e f e n s i v e 
c e n t r e s ) b y E d w a r d t h e E lder a t t he 
b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 1 0 t h c e n t u r y ( M a l d o n , 
W i t h a m ) , t h o s e t h a t w e r e b a s e d o n 
m o n a s t i c f o u n d a t i o n s ( W a l t h a m 
A b b e y , S t O s y t h ) , a n d t h o s e t h a t 
a p p e a r t o h a v e h a d a p r i m a r i l y m a r k e t 
f u n c t i o n ( H o r n d o n - o n - t h e - H i l l ) . A l l t h e 
t o w n s w e r e l o c a t e d o n roya l es ta tes . 
T h e D o m e s d a y B o o k s h o w s t h a t m a n y 
o f t h e m e d i e v a l t o w n s w e r e th r i v i ng 
v i l l ages b y t h e e n d o f t h e S a x o n p e r i o d , 
a l t h o u g h n o t n e c e s s a r i l y u r b a n i n 
c h a r a c t e r . 

M e d i e v a l t o w n s 
T h e m e d i e v a l t o w n s o f Essex w e r e 
m a i n l y s m a l l m a r k e t t o w n s , b u t w i t h 
v a r i a t i o n s . T h e r e a r e t o w n s w h i c h w e r e 
c lose ly a s s o c i a t e d w i t h cas t les , as a t 
Cas t l e H e d i n g h a m , P leshey , Ray le i gh 
a n d C h i p p i n g O n g a r . T h e r e a r e t o w n s 
w h i c h w e r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h l a r g e 
m o n a s t i c i n s t i t u t i ons a s a t W a l t h a m 
A b b e y , S t O s y t h a n d H a t f i e l d B r o a d 
O a k . T h e r e a r e t o w n s w h i c h w e r e 
f o u n d e d a s a c o m m e r c i a l v e n t u r e 
( u s u a l l y b y t h e ecc les ias t i ca l a u t h o r i 
t i es ) a s a t E p p i n g a n d B r e n t w o o d , 
w h i c h w e r e i n t e n d e d t o de r i ve t h e i r 
i n c o m e f r o m p a s s i n g t r a d e (p i l g r ims 

28 



Above: Grand posting station and bath-house in Roman Chelmsford (Frank Gardiner). 

Opposite: Thaxted. 

a n d w e e k l y m a r k e t r e n t s ) . T h e r e a r e 
a lso t h e p o r t t o w n s , w h i c h i n c l u d e t h e 
l a r g e r po r t s o f H a r w i c h a n d M a l d o n 
a n d t h e s m a l l e r po r ts o f W i v e n h o e a n d 
B u r n h a m - o n - C r o u c h . S o m e o f t h e 
m e d i e v a l t o w n s , o n c e f l o u r i s h i n g 
m a r k e t t o w n s , a r e n o w v i l l ages . T h e i r 
d e c l i n e w a s d u e t o a n u m b e r o f f a c t o r s , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e c l o s u r e o f t h e a b b e y s 
d u r i n g t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , t h e a b a n d o n 
m e n t o f cas t les a t t h e e n d o f t h e f e u d a l 
p e r i o d , a n d f l u c t u a t i o n s i n t h e Essex 
w o o l t r a d e . 

W h a t w a s l i fe i n a m e d i e v a l t o w n l ike? 
A s i n t h e R o m a n t o w n , t h e m e d i e v a l 
b u i l d i n g s w e r e l a rge l y b u i l t o f t i m b e r 
a n d p las te r , w i t h s t o n e b e i n g reserved 
f o r t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t s t r u c t u r e s , 
usua l l y c h u r c h e s a n d cas t les . I n S a f f r o n 
W a l d e n t h e r e a r e 1 0 5 su rv i v ing t i m b e r -
f r a m e d b u i l d i n g s d a t i n g f r o m t h e 1 2 t h 
t o t h e 1 6 t h c e n t u r i e s , i n c l u d i n g 
d o m e s t i c d w e l l i n g s , s h o p s ( o f t e n w i t h 
res iden t i a l q u a r t e r s a b o v e ) , m o o t a n d 
c o u r t h a l l s , a n d i n n s a n d p u b l i c 
b u i l d i n g s w h i c h c o u l d b e h i r e d o u t t o 
t h e g u i l d s o r f o r m a r r i a g e - f e a s t s o r a n y 
o t h e r p u b l i c ac t i v i t y r e q u i r i n g a roo f . 

T h e c o n v e n t i o n a l s t e r e o t y p e o f 
m e d i e v a l l i fe i s o f s q u a l o r a n d d i r t , a n d 
th is has s o m e bas is i n f a c t . M e d i e v a l 
c o u r t d o c u m e n t s d e m o n s t r a t e a 
p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h d i s c a r d e d r u b b i s h 
f r o m m a r k e t s ta l l s a n d s h o p s ( i n 
p a r t i c u l a r b u t c h e r s ' s h o p s ) o b s t r u c t i n g 
t ra f f i c o r c a u s i n g a h e a l t h h a z a r d . In 
Sa f f r on W a l d e n , i n d u s t r i a l w a s t e ( t h e 
c r o c u s pe ta l s f r o m t h e s a f f r o n i n d u s t r y ) 
w e r e p i l ed s o h i g h i n t h e H i g h S t ree t 
t h a t t h e y b l o c k e d t h e r o u t e . I n a d d i t i o n 
t h e c o u r t s d e a l t w i t h m a n y cases o f p igs 
r o o t i n g u p t h e h i g h w a y , b o u n d a r y 
e n c r o a c h m e n t s , a n d p o o r m a i n t e n a n c e 

o f d i t c h e s , p o n d s a n d eaves l e a d i n g t o 
s u r f a c e w a t e r p r o b l e m s . I n s o m e t o w n s 
t h e t o w n ' b o m b e y ' o r m i d d e n has b e e n 
l o c a t e d . I n b o t h M a l d o n a n d T h a x t e d , 
t h e m i d d e n - w h i c h se rved as t h e 
o f f i c i a l re fuse d i s p o s a l s y s t e m - w a s 
l o c a t e d t o t h e r ea r o f t h e p r o p e r t i e s 
w h i c h f r o n t e d o n t o 
t h e H i g h S t r e e t , 
w h i l s t i n C h e l m s -
f o r d i t w a s l o c a t e d 
i n t h e c e n t r e o f t h e 
m a r k e t - p l a c e 
( p r e s u m a b l y to en-
c o u r a g e t h e m a r -
k e t t r a d e r s t o use 
i t ) . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o 
t h e p e o p l e l i v ing i n 
t h e t o w n , t h e r e 
w e r e h o r s e s a n d 
d o n k e y s f o r t r a n s -
p o r t , ca ts a n d d o g s 
a s pe ts , a n d p igs 
a n d f o w l i n t h e 
y a r d c o n s u m i n g re-
f u s e a n d s u p p l e -
m e n t i n g h o u s e -
h o l d d i e t s . A t a 
n u m b e r o f t o w n s , 
a r e a s o f p a s t u r e 
w e r e m a d e ava i l -
a b l e f o r t h e e x -
c lus i ve use o f t h e 
t o w n s f o l k ' s l i ve -
s t o c k (usua l l y c a t -
t l e ) . I n H a r w i c h t h e 
use o f t h e s e a -
m a r s h e s f o r t h i s 
p u r p o s e w a s k n o w n 
a s t h e r i g h t o f 
' c o w g o i n g ' . In ad-
d i t i o n l i ves tock w a s 
b r o u g h t i n f o r 

m a r k e t d a y s ; B r e n t w o o d spec ia l i sed a s 
t h e m a r k e t - p l a c e f o r g e e s e i n t e n d e d f o r 
L o n d o n w h i l s t a t W a l t h a m A b b e y ca t t l e 
p r e d o m i n a t e d i n b o t h p l a c e s t h e s t o c k 
w a s p e n n e d i n y a r d s b e h i n d t h e i nns . 

T h e e a r l i e r m e d i e v a l p e r i o d w a s a 
t u r b u l e n t t i m e . I n t h e years i m m e d i 
a t e l y f o l l o w i n g t h e C o n q u e s t o f 1 0 6 6 
t h e n e w N o r m a n ove r l o rds b u i l t cas t l es , 
s o m e o f w h i c h f o r m t h e basis f o r l a t e r 
t o w n s a s a t R a y l e i g h ( o n e o f t h e ea r l i es t 
N o r m a n cas t les i n E n g l a n d ) , P leshey , 
S a f f r o n W a l d e n , Cas t l e H e d i n g h a m , 
C h i p p i n g O n g a r a n d C o l c h e s t e r . A l l o f 
t h e s e t o w n s , e x c e p t R a y l e i g h , w e r e a l so 
d e f e n d e d b y t o w n e n c l o s u r e d i t c h e s . 
T h e civi l w a r i n t h e f i rs t h a l f o f t h e 1 2 t h 
c e n t u r y l ed t o f u r t h e r d e f e n s i v e 
b u i l d i n g , f o l l o w e d b y t h e d e l i b e r a t e 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f s o m e c a s t l e s . T h e 
P e a s a n t s Revo l t o f 1 3 8 1 b e g a n i n 
Essex i n B r e n t w o o d , f o l l o w e d by o t h e r 
u p r i s i n g s a r o u n d t h e c o u n t y , a n d 
c u l m i n a t e d i n t h e m u r d e r s o f l o c a l 
o f f i c i a l s a n d t h e s a c k i n g o f g r e a t 
h o u s e s . I n H a r w i c h t h e t h r e a t c a m e 
f r o m o u t s i d e Essex, f i rs t f r o m t h e m e n 
o f I p s w i c h w h o s e t r a d e t h e b u i l d i n g o f 
H a r w i c h h a d a f f e c t e d , a n d s e c o n d l y 
f r o m F r a n c e a n d t h e L o w C o u n t r i e s 
w i t h r a i d i n g pa r t i es o f ' D u n k i r k e r s ' e v e n 
b u r n i n g t h e b o a t s a t a n c h o r i n H a r w i c h 
h a r b o u r i tsel f . 

Certificate in British Archaeology 

T w o - y e a r p a r t - t i m e c o u r s e 

Centre for Cont inu ing Educat ion 

Why not join an excit ing new British Archaeology course, 

beginning in Au tumn 1999, and take the opportunity to 

gain 80 CATS credits at first year undergraduate level. 

The course will cover the archaeology of the British Isles 

f rom pre-history to the sixteenth century. Study topics will 

include archaeological techniques, British pre-history f rom 

the Palaeolithic to the end of the Iron Age, Roman Britain, 

and the Early and later Medieval Periods. Field trips will 

also be included. 

Fee: £ 2 3 0 p.a. (tbc) 

For further information, please contact: 

Centre for Cont inuing Education, University of Essex, 

Wivenhoe Park, Colchester C 0 4 3SQ. 

Telephone: 0 1 2 0 6 8 7 2 5 1 9 

E-mail: lor@essex.ac.uk 

University of Essex 
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Archaeology f o r young people 

STATELY HOME DETECTIVES 
by Mike Corbishley 

H i s t o r i a n s o f t e n h a v e t o p l a y d e t e c t i v e t o f i n d o u t w h a t h a p p e n e d 
h u n d r e d s o f y e a r s a g o . W h a t s o r t o f d e t e c t i v e w o u l d y o u m a k e ? F i n d 
o u t b y p l a y i n g M u r d e r i n t h e B i l l i a r d R o o m . I n t h i s g a m e , a m u r d e r h a s 
b e e n c o m m i t t e d i n a g r a n d , h i s t o r i c h o u s e a n d y o u r j o b i s t o p i e c e 
t o g e t h e r t h e c l u e s a n d c a t c h t h e m u r d e r e r . Y o u c a n p l a y a l o n e o r g e t 
f r i e n d s o r f a m i l y t o h e l p . 

T h e p l o t t h i c k e n s 

W e h a v e c h o s e n t h e r u i n e d 1 8 t h -

c e n t u r y A p p u l d u r c o m b e H o u s e o n 

t h e Isle o f W i g h t a s t h e s c e n e o f t h e 

c r i m e . N o o n e l ives t h e r e n o w , b u t 

y o u h a v e to t ry to i m a g i n e i t as a 

b e a u t i f u l s ta te l y h o m e o w n e d b y 

J o h n a n d O l i v i a B l a k e . T h e y h a v e a 

m a i d , J a n e Reyno lds , a n d t h r e e 

gues ts , J a m e s S m i t h , S e b a s t i a n 

F o g e y a n d P a u l i n e P r i nce , w h o h a v e 

c o m e t o s tay f o r t h e w e e k e n d . O n 

S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g , a m u r d e r is 

c o m m i t t e d i n t h e B i l l i a rd R o o m . 

J a m e s S m i t h i s d e a d ! 

A 9 9 9 ca l l i s l o g g e d a t 1 0 . 2 8 p m 

a n d t h e p o l i c e - t h a t ' s y o u - a r r i ve a t 

1 0 . 4 5 p m . Y o u i n s p e c t t h e r o o m . 

J a m e s S m i t h i s l y i n g , s h o t d e a d i n 

t h e B i l l ia rd R o o m , w h i c h has f o u r 

d o o r s , n o r t h , s o u t h , eas t a n d w e s t 

(see p l a n ) . T h e r e i s o n e b i l l i a rd c u e 

o n t h e g r e e n ba i ze t a b l e b u t t w o 

c i g a r s tubs i n t h e a s h t r a y . T h e r e i s 

n o s ign o f t h e m u r d e r w e a p o n . 

Y o u q u i c k l y es tab l i sh t h a t o n l y 

J o h n B lake , O l i v i a B l a k e , S e b a s t i a n 

Fogey , P a u l i n e P r ince a n d J a n e 

Reyno lds w e r e i n t h e h o u s e a t t h e 

t i m e o f t h e m u r d e r : y o u t a k e t h e m 

in to t h e D r a w i n g R o o m o n e b y o n e 

a n d t a k e t h e i r s t a t e m e n t s ( r i g h t ) . 

Y o u m i g h t l ike t o use c o l o u r e d 

c o u n t e r s o r b u t t o n s t o c h e c k t h e 

suspec ts ' s tor ies a b o u t h o w t h e y 

m o v e d r o u n d t h e h o u s e . 

A s y o u w e i g h u p t h e e v i d e n c e , y o u r 

ass is tan t te l l s y o u a g u n a n d s i l e n c e r 

h a v e j u s t b e e n f o u n d i n t h e b u s h e s 

u n d e r t h e D i n i n g R o o m w i n d o w 

D o y o u h a v e e n o u g h e v i d e n c e t o 

a r res t s o m e o n e ? 
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the Friends 
of the Colchester 
Archaeological Trust 

Friends at the Butser 
Ancient Farm (above) and 
being given a guided tour at 
Fishbourne Roman Palace 
(left). 

Peter Berridge sharing the joy of 
40,000-year-old flints from Clacton 

with Friends of CAT at the 'hands-on 
flints' session in Colchester museum. 

O u t a n d a b o u t . . . 
T h e y e a r s t a r t e d o f f as u s u a l w i t h a 
ser ies o f i l l us t ra ted t a l ks o u t l i n i n g t h e 
m a i n d i scove r ies o f t h e p r e v i o u s year . 
I n t h e pas t , w e h a v e c o m e per i lous ly 
c l ose t o r u n n i n g o u t o f s p a c e i n t h e 
C a s t l e l ec tu re r o o m , s o th i s t i m e t h e 
e v e n t w a s h e l d i n t h e L i o n W a l k 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h . L a t e r i n t h e 
yea r , t h e r e w e r e f o u r o u t i n g s , a site 
v is i t , a n d a h a n d s - o n sess ion , a l l o f 
w h i c h t h e m e m b e r s s e e m e d t o g rea t l y 
e n j o y . 

T o m P l u n k e t o f t h e I p s w i c h M u s e u m 
g a v e a m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g t o u r o f his 
m u s e u m , a n d s h o w e d t h a t t h e r e i s a 
g r e a t d e a l m o r e t o I p s w i c h M u s e u m 
t h a n t h e s p l e n d i d w o o l l y m a m m o t h 
w h i c h g r e e t s v is i tors n e a r t h e f r o n t 
e n t r a n c e . 

A c o n d u c t e d t o u r o f H a r w i c h a lso 
p r o v e d m o s t e n j o y a b l e . F r iends w e r e 
s h o w n r o u n d h is to r i c H a r w i c h by a 
m e m b e r o f t h e H a r w i c h Soc ie ty . W e 
v i s i t e d t h e R e d o u b t , t h e E lec t r i c 
P a l a c e , t h e L o w L i g h t h o u s e , a n d t h e 
T r e a d m i l l C r a n e . A m o s t m e m o r a b l e 
d a y f i n i s h e d w i t h a s u p e r b t e a p r o v i d e d 
by t h e lad ies o f S t N i c h o l a s C h u r c h i n 
a i d o f t h e c h u r c h r e s t o r a t i o n f u n d . 

T h e a n n u a l c h u r c h e s t r i p w a s 
c o n d u c t e d b y M a r t i n S t u c h f i e l d w h o i s 
a w e l l k n o w n e x p e r t on c h u r c h brasses. 
C h u r c h e s v is i ted i n c l u d e d H o l b r o o k , 
East B e r g h o l t , a n d L i t t le W e n h a m . 

T h e m o s t a m b i t i o u s o f t h e t r ips w a s 
a n a l l - d a y visi t t o H a m p s h i r e a n d W e s t 
S u s s e x t o see F i s h b o u r n e R o m a n 
p a l a c e a n d Bu tse r A n c i e n t F a r m . I t w a s 
a d a y o f s t a r k c o n t r a s t s : t h e r e c o n 
s t r u c t e d r o u n d h o u s e s a t Bu tse r i n 
w h i c h t h e B r i t ons l i ved , a n d t h e h u g e , 
o v e r b l o w n p a l a c e b u i l t b y t h e R o m a n s 
t o i m p r e s s a n d i n t i m i d a t e t h e i r 
re la t i ve ly n e w s u b j e c t s . Pe te r Reyno lds , 
d i r e c t o r a t Bu tser , g a v e a m o s t m e m o r 
a b l e t a l k i n t h e g r e a t r o u n d h o u s e 
w h i c h he h a d large ly bu i l t h imse l f . Here 
h e e x p l a i n e d t o a n en t ra l l ed a u d i e n c e 
h o w Butser s ta r ted a n d h o w i t v as no t a 
r econs t ruc ted preh is to r ic f a r m , b u t a n 
o p e n - a i r l abo ra to ry . G r e a t stuff . 

O n e s u m m e r ' s e v e n i n g , o v e r seventy 
F r iends t u r n e d o u t t o be g i v e n a spec ia l 
g u i d e d t o u r o f t h e T r u s t ' s e x c a v a t i o n i n 
L o n g W y r e S t ree t (see p a g e s 4-6). 
T h e s e d a y s , i t i s ra re to see e x p o s e d 
R o m a n r e m a i n s i n C o l c h e s t e r t o w n 
c e n t r e a n d H o w a r d B r o o k s o f t h e T r u s t 
w a s g l a d o f t h e c h a n c e t o e x p l a i n w h a t 
h a d b e e n u n c o v e r e d . 

T h e f i n a l e v e n t o f t h e y e a r w a s a 
h a n d s - s e s s i o n s c a l l e d ' T h e joy o f f l i n t s ' 
w h e r e Pe te r B e r r i d g e ( w h o i s i n c h a r g e 
o f t h e C a s t l e M u s e u m ) e x p l a i n e d w i t h 
i n f e c t i o u s e n t h u s i a s m t h e i n t r i cac ies o f 
t h a t m o s t a n c i e n t o f c r a f t s , f l i n t 
k n a p p i n g . H e ins i s ted t h a t w e h a d t o 
s h a r e t h e f l i n t ' e x p e r i e n c e ' b y h a n d l i n g 
t h e f l i n t s a n d t a k i n g a t u r n t o h e l p 
po l i sh a n e w f l i n t a x e . 
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The Essex Society for Archaeology 
and History: Past and Present 

C h r i s T h o r n t o n 

F o u n d e d a s l o n g a g o a s 1 8 5 2 b y f o r t y 
o r s o Essex lad ies a n d g e n t l e m e n w h o 
m e t i n C o l c h e s t e r T o w n ha l l ' f o r t h e 
p u r p o s e o f r e a d i n g p a p e r s , e x h i b i t i n g 
a n t i q u i t i e s , d i s c u s s i o n , e t c ' , t h e Essex 
S o c i e t y f o r A r c h a e o l o g y a n d H i s t o r y 
has h a d a l o n g a n d p r o d u c t i v e pas t . 
T h e m o d e r n s o c i e t y a i m s t o b r i n g 
t o g e t h e r a l l t h o s e w h o s h a r e a 
c o m m o n i n t e r e s t i n Essex a n d t o 
s u p p o r t a n d e n c o u r a g e t h e e x t e n s i o n 
o f k n o w l e d g e a b o u t t h e c o u n t y ' s pas t . 
W h i l e i t i s n e i t h e r as w e l l - e n d o w e d n o r 
a s l a r g e a s s o m e l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s o c i e t i e s i n o t h e r 
c o u n t i e s , i t c o n t i n u e s t o p r o v i d e m a n y 
serv ices f o r its c 3 5 0 p e r s o n a l m e m 
bers i n c l u d i n g a r e g u l a r p r o g r a m m e o f 
e x c u r s i o n s a n d e v e n t s . A l t h o u g h 
m e m b e r s n o w t e n d t o t r a v e l i n 
d e p e n d e n t l y t o m e e t i n g s r a t h e r t h a n 
en masse by c h a r a b a n c or b i cyc le as 
t h e y d i d i n t h e pas t , t h e s e o u t i n g s a r e 
sti l l soc ia l a s w e l l a s e d u c a t i o n a l . T h e 
p r o g r a m m e c o m m i t t e e t rys t o a r r a n g e 
visi ts t o p l a c e s o f i n te res t t o w h i c h 
a c c e s s i s n o r m a l l y r e s t r i c t e d , a n d m o s t 
t r i ps a r e a c c o m p a n i e d b y a n e x p e r t 
t a l k a n d a t e a . F o r t h c o m i n g 
a t t r a c t i o n s i n 1 9 9 9 i n c l u d e visi ts t o t h e 
T u d o r a n d G e o r g i a n m a n s i o n a t G o s -
f i e l d H a l l a n d o n e t o L i t t le B r a x t e d 
C h u r c h a n d t h e d e t a c h e d m e d i e v a l 
k i t c h e n a t L i t t l e B r a x t e d H a l l . I n 
a d d i t i o n , t h e soc ie t y h o l d s a n a n n u a l 
l e c t u r e a n d a n a n n u a l d i n n e r o n 
s e p a r a t e o c c a s i o n s t o c e l e b r a t e t h e 
1 8 t h - c e n t u r y c o u n t y h i s t o r i a n , Ph i l i p 
M o r a n t . 

A l t h o u g h t h e s o c i e t y n o l o n g e r 
c o n d u c t s a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n s , 
its m e m b e r s h i p is sti l l heav i l y i n v o l v e d 
i n b o t h o r i g i n a l r e s e a r c h a n d t h e 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f i n f o r m a t i o n . E a c h 
y e a r i t pub l i shes a j o u r n a l , f r ee to fu l l 
m e m b e r s , k n o w n a s Essex A r c h a e o l o g y 
a n d H is tory . T h e j o u r n a l , t y p i c a l l y o v e r 
3 0 0 p a g e s l o n g a n d p r o d u c e d t o a 
very h i g h s t a n d a r d , i s f u l l o f t h e l a tes t 
r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g s a n d e x c a v a t i o n 
r e p o r t s b y c o u n t y h i s t o r i a n s a n d 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s . T h e nex t issue, d u e o u t 
i n t h e sp r i ng o f 1 9 9 9 , c o n t a i n s a w i d e 
r a n g e o f i n te res t i ng m a t e r i a l i n c l u d i n g 
' A La te B ronze A g e h o a r d f r o m V a n g e ' , 
' P e a s a n t s in Essex c 1 2 0 0 - c 1 3 4 0 ' , 
a n d W a r w i c k R o d w e l l ' s n a t i o n a l l y 
i m p o r t a n t a r t i c l e o n H o l y T r i n i t y 
C h u r c h , B r a d w e l l - j u x t a - C o g g e s h a l l . A 
news le t t e r is i s sued at l eas t t w i c e a 
y e a r a n d t h e s o c i e t y i s c u r r e n t l y 

c o n s i d e r i n g t h e c o m m i s s i o n o f a ser ies 
o f o c c a s i o n a l p a m p h l e t s o n s p e c i a l 
s u b j e c t s w h i c h w i l l b e f r e e t o 
m e m b e r s . 

R e c e n t l y t h e soc ie ty has l a u n c h e d a 
f a s c i n a t i n g r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t i n t o t h e 
h i s to ry o f Essex f i e l d - a n d p l a c e - n a m e s 
( t h e Essex P l a c e - N a m e P ro jec t , o r 
E P N P f o r s h o r t ) w h i c h has a t t r a c t e d a 
g r e a t d e a l o f i n t e r e s t . O v e r 1 0 0 
h u n d r e d v o l u n t e e r s h a v e b e e n 
e x t r a c t i n g f i e l d n a m e s f r o m 1 9 t h -
c e n t u r y t i t h e a w a r d s f o r e n t r y i n t o a 
c o m p u t e r i s e d d a t a b a s e i n c o l l a b 
o r a t i o n w i t h t h e Essex C o u n t y 
C o u n c i l ' s S i tes a n d M o n u m e n t s 
R e c o r d . F u n d i n g g r a n t s h a v e b e e n 
f o r t h c o m i n g f r o m Essex C o u n t y 
C o u n c i l , t h e Essex H e r i t a g e T r u s t a n d , 
m o s t r e c e n t l y , t h e C o u n c i l f o r Br i t ish 
A r c h a e o l o g y ' C h a l l e n g e F u n d i n g ' 
s c h e m e . T h e p r o j e c t i s a b o u t t o s ta r t 
p u b l i s h i n g t h e t i t h e a w a r d de ta i l s w i t h 
a c c o m p a n y i n g m a p s i n c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h t h e Essex R e c o r d O f f i c e , a n d a n 
a n n u a l s e m i n a r i s h e l d w i t h a n i nv i t ed 
e x p e r t s p e a k e r . L a t e r s t ages o f t h e 
p r o j e c t w i l l i n v e s t i g a t e t h e e a r l i e r 
d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e f o r t h e f i e l d -
a n d p l a c e - n a m e s a n d w i l l a l s o 
e n c o m p a s s o n - t h e - g r o u n d i n s p e c t i o n 
f o r l a n d s c a p e o r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
f e a t u r e s t h a t m a y b e l i n k e d t o t h e 
r e c o r d e d n a m e s . 

T h e ea r l y a r c h a e o l o g i c a l c o l l e c t i o n s 
o f t h e soc ie t y h a v e g r o w n i n t o w h a t i s 
n o w t h e i m p o r t a n t C o l c h e s t e r Cas t l e 
M u s e u m , m a n a g e d b y C o l c h e s t e r 
B o r o u g h C o u n c i l . T h r o u g h a l o n g 
s t a n d i n g a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e C o u n c i l , 
t h e soc ie t y has a c c o m m o d a t i o n f o r its 
l i b ra ry w i t h i n H o l l y t r e e s M u s e u m i n 
C o l c h e s t e r . T h e s o c i e t y ' s l i b r a r y 
c o n t a i n s a c o m p r e h e n s i v e c o l l e c t i o n 
o f b o o k s r e l a t i n g t o t h e h i s to ry a n d 
a r c h a e o l o g y o f t h e c o u n t y , a s we l l a s 
t h e j o u r n a l s o f m a n y s i m i l a r soc ie t ies 
t h r o u g h o u t B r i t a i n . I t a l s o subsc r i bes 
t o m a n y spec ia l i s t o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s . 
M e m b e r s o f t h e soc ie t y c a n vis i t t h e 
l i b ra ry t o s t u d y o r b o r r o w b o o k s . 

G e n e r a l e n q u i r e s t o 
Honorary Secretary, 
75 Victoria Road, 
Maldon, 

Essex, CM9 5HE. 

M e m b e r s h i p a n d E P N P e n q u i r i e s : 
Honorary Membership Secretary, 
27 Tor Bryan, 

I f you wou ld like 

fu ture issues of our magaz ine 

The Colchester Archaeologist sent to 

you direct, t hen why not consider 

jo in ing the Friends of t h e Colchester 

Archaeolog ica l Trust? T h e Friends of 

t h e Colchester Archaeo log ica l Trust is 

a g roup wh ich exists to keep 

interested members of the publ ic in 

touch wi th the work of the Trust in 

and a round the historic t o w n o f 

Colchester. Members receive a yearly 

magaz ine , a t tend an annua l lecture 

a b o u t the previous year 's work, are 

given conduc ted tours of current sites, 

a n d can take part in a p r o g r a m m e of 

visits to archaeo log ica l sites, 

museums, historic bui ld ings a n d 

anc ient m o n u m e n t s in the Colchester 

area a n d beyond. 

The Colchester Archaeologist is 

publ ished wi th funds provided by the 

Friends. 

The annua l subscr ipt ion rates 

are as fo l lows: 

Adul ts a n d insti tut ions £ 3 . 5 0 

Family membersh ip £4.50 

Chi ldren a n d students £ 2 . 5 0 

I f you wan t to join 

the Friends of the Colchester 

Archaeo log ica l Trust , 

your subscr ipt ion should be sent to : 

M a u r e e n Jones, Honorary Treasurer, 

t he Friends of the Colchester 

Archaeolog ica l Trust, 

5 Ashwin Avenue , 

Copford , 

Essex C 0 6 1BS 
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T h e s e 
a r e f r o m 
r e c e n t 
T r u s t 

e x c a v a t i o n s — 

Roman 
(top left): corroded iron head of a spear 
or a ballista bolt, and (above) a copper-
alloy fitting, probably part of a military 
horse harness; 
(top right): copper-alloy rosette brooch, 
and (above right) an unusual find, a 
copper-alloy brooch with ring. 
Bri t ish 
(right): coin inscribed CAMV for Camulo-
dunum, the original name for Colchester. 
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C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T rus t 

some 
small 

finds 
from 
Gosbecks 


