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R o m a n b u r i a l u n d e r r u g b y p i t c h 
A t r i a l a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n on 
a f o o t b a l l p i t c h on t h e A b b e y F ie ld led 
t o t h e d i scove ry o f a R o m a n b u r i a l . 
T h e d e a d p e r s o n ' s c r e m a t e d r e m a i n s 
h a d b e e n p l a c e d i ns ide a l a r g e p o t 
( s h o w n r i gh t ) w h i c h w a s b u r i e d u p r i g h t 
i n t h e g r o u n d . C r e m a t i o n po t s w e r e 
o f t e n s e a l e d w i t h a l id or a p i e c e of 
b r o k e n t i le , b u t i n th is case no l id o f a n y 
k i n d w a s f o u n d . T h e c r e m a t i o n d a t e s 
t o t h e 2 n d o r 3 r d c e n t u r y . I t w o u l d 
h a v e b e e n o n e o f m a n y i n a c e m e t e r y , 
s o o t h e r s c a n b e e x p e c t e d o n t h e s i te. 

T h e r u g b y p i t c h w a s b e i n g i n v e s t i g ­
a t e d i n a d v a n c e o f a s c h e m e t o 
r e p l a c e i t w i t h a n a l l - w e a t h e r spor ts 
p i t c h . T h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n w a s f u n d e d b y 
t h e M i n i s t r y o f D e f e n c e . 

Notes and news 

R o m a n 
p o t t e r y 
v o l u m e 
T h e resu l ts o f 
a m a j o r r e p o r t 
o n R o m a n 
p o t t e r y f r o m 
C o l c h e s t e r is 
n o w a v a i l a b l e . 
It is o n e o f t h e 
m o s t d e t a i l e d 
o f its k i n d in 
B r i t a i n a n d w i l l 
f o r m t h e bas is 
o f p o t t e r y 
s tud ies in 
C o l c h e s t e r f o r m a n y years t o c o m e . 
T h e r e p o r t w a s w r i t t e n b y R o b i n 
S y m o n d s a n d Sue W a d e , a n d i s t h e 
t e n t h v o l u m e in t h e ser ies o f Colchester 
Archaeological Reports p u b l i s h e d by 
t h e T r u s t . T h e b o o k i s a i m e d p r i m a r i l y 
a t spec ia l i s ts i n R o m a n po t t e r y . Roman 
pottery from excavations in Colchester, 
1971-86 cos ts £ 4 4 pos t f r e e a n d is 
a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e T r u s t . 

I FA r e g i s t r a t i o n 
T h e T r u s t i s n o w a r e g i s t e r e d 

o r g a n i s a t i o n w i t h I F A , t h e I n s t i t u t e 

o f F i e l d A r c h a e o l o g i s t s . R e g i s t r a t i o n 

i n t h i s m a n n e r i s a n a t i o n a l s y s t e m 

o f a c c r e d i t a t i o n f o r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

u n i t s l i ke t h e T r u s t . I t m e a n s t h a t 

d e v e l o p e r s w h o m a y w i s h t o e m p l o y 

t h e T r u s t c a n b e a s s u r e d t h a t t h e 

T r u s t ' s m e t h o d s o f p r a c t i c e a r e o f a 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s t a n d a r d . 

B u t t R o a d R o m a n c h u r c h 
T h e F r iends o f t h e T r u s t a r e t o 
p r o v i d e a b e n c h n e x t t o t h e 
r e m a i n s o f t h e R o m a n c h u r c h i n 
C o l c h e s t e r . T h e g i f t i s t o m a r k 
t h e s ta r t o f t h e n e w m i l l e n n i u m . 

T h e R o m a n c h u r c h i s a l so 
u n d e r g o i n g a f a c e l i f t c o u r t e s y o f 
a g r a n t f r o m t h e Essex C o u n t y 
C o u n c i l . T h e wa l l s h a v e b e e n 
r e p a i r e d a n d r e p o i n t e d a n d a 
n e w n o t i c e b o a r d i s t o b e i n ­
s ta l l ed i n t h e s p r i n g o f 2 0 0 0 . 

T h e p i c t u r e ( le f t ) s h o w s N i g e l 
R a y n e r o f t h e T r u s t r e p a i r i n g t h e 
Bu t t R o a d R o m a n c h u r c h b y 
t h e M a l d o n R o a d r o u n d a b o u t 
( t h e p o l i c e s t a t i o n i s b e h i n d 
h i m ) . 
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Steve B e n f i e l d o f t h e T r u s t d o i n g pos t -
e x c a v a t i o n w o r k o n R o m a n p o t t e r y f r o m 
A b b o t s t o n e . 

St O s y t h 
B u i l d i n g d e v e l o p m e n t s o n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l sites o r si tes c lose t o k n o w n 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s o f t e n h a v e t o b e p r e c e d e d b y a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
i n ves t i ga t i ons . T h e w o r k i s g e n e r a l l y l i m i t e d i n s c o p e a n d d e s i g n e d t o 
s h o w w h a t e f f e c t t h e p r o p o s e d d e v e l o p m e n t i s l ikely t o h a v e o n 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s . 

T h e T r u s t r ecen t l y c a r r i e d o u t a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f th i s k i n d i n t h e c e n t r e 
o f t h e h is to r i c v i l l a g e o f S t O s y t h , on a site nex t t o t h e c h u r c h ( a b o v e ) a n d 
n o t f a r f r o m t h e p r io ry . T h e p r o j e c t w a s f u n d e d by J R T r o d d Bu i l de rs . 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s o f t h i s t y p e c a n invo lve g e o p h y s i c a l surveys, f i e l d w a l k i n g 
o n f resh ly p l o u g h e d l a n d ( w h e r e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f i n d s a r e c o l l e c t e d o n a 
s y s t e m a t i c bas is ) , a n d t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n o f s a m p l e s o f t h e 
si te as h a p p e n e d a t S t O s y t h . T h e resul ts o f t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s a r e r e p o r t e d 
b a c k t o t h e l oca l p l a n n i n g d e p a r t m e n t , w h o t h e n t a k e t h e f i n d i n g s i n t o 
a c c o u n t w h e n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n . 

T h e t r i a l w a s d o n e b y Er ica U ts i o f U ts i 
E lec t ron i cs ( p i c t u r e d le f t ) a n d i t w a s f u n d e d 
b y t h e A s s o c i a t i o n f o r R o m a n A r c h a e o l o g y 
t o w h o m w e a r e m o s t g r a t e f u l . 

G r o u n d r a d a r a t G o s b e c k s 
G e o p h y s i c a l t e c h n i q u e s a r e a n i m p r o v e m e n t o n 
d i g g i n g i n t h a t t h e y a r e n o n - d e s t r u c t i v e . A t G o s b e c k s , 
th is i s an espec ia l l y i m p o r t a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n b e c a u s e o f 
t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e s i te, w h i c h i s w h y w e a r e h o p i n g 
t o tes t t h e e f fec t i veness o f a s m a n y d i f f e r e n t t e c h n i q u e s 
as poss ib le . 

T h e la tes t t r ia ls i nvo lve g r o u n d r a d a r . T h e m e t h o d 
has t h e a d v a n t a g e t h a t i t c a n p e n e t r a t e m u c h d e e p e r 
t h a n resist iv i ty a n d m a g n e t o m e t e r surveys a n d t h a t i t 
c a n p r o d u c e sec t ions t h r o u g h t h e g r o u n d s h o w i n g h o w 
g r o u n d c o n d i t i o n s vary w i t h d e p t h . D i s a d v a n t a g e s 
i n c l u d e g r e a t e r e x p e n s e pe r a r e a c o v e r e d a n d resu l ts 
w h i c h a re m o r e t r i cky t o i n t e r p r e t 

T h e resul ts h a v e y e t t o b e fu l l y assessed , b u t t h e y 
s e e m t o b e p r o m i s i n g a n d a p p e a r t o s h o w f e a t u r e s 
w h i c h h a v e n o t b e e n d e t e c t e d b e f o r e . 

A sample printout of a section from the ground radar survey with an 

interpretation of the main features visible in it above. 
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Ancient farmstead 
A major excavation at Abbotstone on the outskirts of Colchester offers a 
rare opportunity to explore the relationships between the native Britons and 
the Roman settlers who founded Roman Colchester and confiscated 
substantial areas of farmland around the new town for themselves. 

W h e n t h e R o m a n a r m y c a m e t o 
C o l c h e s t e r u n d e r t h e e m p e r o r C l a u d i u s , 
l a r g e t r a c t s o f l a n d w e r e c o n f i s c a t e d , 
a n d m a n y Br i tons w e r e d i s p l a c e d f r o m 
t h e i r f a r m l a n d s . A t f i rs t t h e c o n f i s c a t e d 
l a n d w a s u s e d a s p a s t u r e f o r t h e 
a n i m a l s b e l o n g i n g t o t h e m i l i t a r y base 
w h i c h t h e a r m y b u i l t a t C o l c h e s t e r . B u t 
la te r , w h e n t h e a r m y m o v e d o u t a n d 
t h e R o m a n t o w n w a s e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e 
l a n d w a s d i v i d e d i n t o p lo t s a n d g i v e n t o 
r e t i r e d s o l d i e r s s o t h a t t h e y w o u l d 
b e c o m e f a r m e r s a n d s tay i n t h e a r e a . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e R o m a n h i s t o r i a n 
T a c i t u s , t h e s e t t l e m e n t p rocess g o t o u t 
o f h a n d b e c a u s e s o m e o f t h e so ld ie rs 
t o o k t o d r i v i n g t h e B r i t ons o f f t h e i r l a n d 
s o t h a t t h e y c o u l d h a v e i t f o r t h e m ­
selves. H o w e v e r , w e c a n see f r o m th is 
c o m m e n t t h a t t h e r e w e r e a t leas t s o m e 
Br i tons w h o w e r e s u p p o s e d t o c o n t i n u e 
h o l d i n g l a n d , a n d t h e r e f o r e t h a t 
a r o u n d C o l c h e s t e r t h e r e m u s t h a v e 
b e e n a m i x o f f a r m s h e l d by R o m a n s 
a n d B r i t ons . 

I t i s c l e a r i n o t h e r p l aces t h a t m a n y 
Br i tons p r o s p e r e d u n d e r t h e R o m a n s . 
T h e y w e r e a b l e t o a c c u m u l a t e s u b ­
s tan t i a l w e a l t h a n d b u i l d l a r g e v i l las f o r 
t h e m s e l v e s a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s . A l t h o u g h 
t h e in i t ia l m i l i t a r y o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e 
R o m a n s s e e m s t o h a v e c e n t r e d t o a n 
e x t e n t o n C o l c h e s t e r , t h e r e a p p e a r t o 

h a v e b e e n s o m e i n f l u e n t i a l B r i t ons i n 
t h e s e t t l e m e n t w h o s i d e d w i t h t h e 
R o m a n i n v a d e r s a n d t h u s m a y h a v e 
b e e n r e w a r d e d f o r t h e i r l oya l t y b y b e i n g 
a l l o w e d t o r e t a i n t h e i r l a n d . 

F o r m a n y y e a r s , w e h a v e b e e n 
h o p i n g f o r a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x c a v a t e a 
Br i t ish f a r m s t e a d c lose t o C o l c h e s t e r , 
o n e t h a t s t a r t e d i n t h e I r on A g e a n d 
c o n t i n u e d i n use i n t h e R o m a n p e r i o d . 
S u c h a d i g w o u l d b e i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e 
i t w o u l d p r o v i d e a c h a n c e to f i n d o u t if, 
a t l eas t i n o n e i n s t a n c e , B r i tons h a d 
b e e n a l l o w e d t o c o n t i n u e t o f a r m a f t e r 
A D 4 3 a n d i f so, h o w t h e y f a r e d . A 
c r i t i ca l f a c t o r w o u l d b e w h e t h e r o r n o t i t 
p r o v e d poss ib le t o te l l i f t h e f a r m h a d 
b e e n t a k e n o v e r b y R o m a n s o r r e t a i n e d 
by t h e Br i t ish. So t o o w o u l d t h e p r e s e n c e 
or a b s e n c e o f a R o m a n v i l l a . A l a r g e 
R o m a n - s t y l e b u i l d i n g o n a Br i t i sh f a r m 
w o u l d s h o w t h a t B r i tons w e r e a b l e t o 
s u c c e e d u n d e r t h e R o m a n r e g i m e 
w h e r e a s t h e a b s e n c e o f a v i l la on a 
R o m a n - o c c u p i e d si te w o u l d b e e q u a l l y 
t e l l i n g f o r t h e o p p o s i t e r e a s o n . T h e si te 
o f A b b o t s t o n e o f f e r e d jus t s u c h a 
c h a n c e . 

A b b o t s t o n e 
T h e si te w a s d i s c o v e r e d as a resu l t o f 
c r o p m a r k s o n a e r i a l p h o t o g r a p h s . 
M a r k s s u c h a s t h e s e s h o w t h e p o s i t i o n s 

o f b u r i e d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s a n d 
a p p e a r i n c r o p s shor t l y b e f o r e ha rves t -
t i m e . D a t i n g s i tes f r o m c r o p m a r k s 
a l o n e c a n b e t r i cky , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f m o r e 
t h a n o n e p e r i o d o f o c c u p a t i o n i s r e p r e ­
s e n t e d . I n t h e c a s e o f A b b o t s t o n e , t h e 
m a r k s s u g g e s t e d a n a t i v e f a r m s t e a d 
b u t i t w a s n o t poss ib le t o b e su re . T h e 
m o s t d i a g n o s t i c f e a t u r e i s a l a r g e 
s q u a r i s h a r e a d e m a r c a t e d by a w i d e , 
p r e s u m a b l y d e f e n s i v e d i t c h . T h i s 
d e f e n d e d e n c l o s u r e w o u l d h a v e b e e n 
t h e c e n t r a l f e a t u r e o f t h e f a r m . T h e 
f a r m o w n e r s w o u l d h a v e l ived i n r o u n d ­
h o u s e s ins ide t h e e n c l o s u r e w h e r e t h e r e 
w o u l d a l s o h a v e b e e n v a r i o u s f a r m 
b u i l d i n g s a n d g r a z i n g l a n d . O t h e r 
e l e m e n t s m a k i n g u p t h e f a r m w o u l d 
h a v e i n c l u d e d f i e l d s a n d a r e a s o f 
p a s t u r e . 

A t t h e t i m e o f t h e R o m a n i n v a s i o n , 
m o s t B r i t ons i n s o u t h - e a s t e r n B r i t a in 
s e e m t o h a v e b e e n l i v ing i n u n e n c l o s e d 
r o u n d - h o u s e s , e i t h e r i n s m a l l f a r m s o r 
l o o s e l y c l u s t e r e d t o g e t h e r t o f o r m 
s e t t l e m e n t s o f w h i c h C a m u l o d u n u m 
w a s a n e x c e p t i o n a l l y l a r g e e x a m p l e . 
F a r m s w i t h d e f e n d e d e n c l o s u r e s s u c h 
a s a p p e a r s t o h a v e ex i s ted a t A b b o t ­
s t o n e w e r e re la t i ve ly u n c o m m o n , a n d 
s e e m t o h a v e b e e n t h e h o m e s o f a n 
e l i te m i n o r i t y o f t h e p r e - R o m a n p o p u l ­
a t i o n . T h e y w e r e p r o b a b l y t h e p re -
R o m a n e q u i v a l e n t o f t h e m e d i e v a l 
m a n o r h o u s e . 

A m u c h c l e a r e r e x a m p l e o f s u c h a n 
e n c l o s u r e exists a t G o s b e c k s (see the 
Colchester archaeologist m a g a z i n e , nos 

8 a n d 9 ) , a b o u t 1.5 m i les to t h e w e s t o f 
A b b o t s t o n e . T h e c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n a n d 
t h e e x c e p t i o n a l size o f t h e G o s b e c k s 
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e n c l o s u r e s u g g e s t t h a t th i s w a s t h e 
h o m e o f t h e s u c c e s s i o n o f Br i t i sh k i ngs 
w h o l ived i n C a m u l o d u n u m t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e h u n d r e d years o r s o l e a d i n g u p t o 
t h e R o m a n i n v a s i o n . 

Un t i l r ecen t l y , t h e A b b o t s t o n e si te 
w a s u n d e r t h e p l o u g h , b u t n o w cu l t i v ­
a t i o n has s t o p p e d a n d t h e site i s p a r t o f 
B e l l h o u s e pi t , t h e T a r m a c g rave l q u a r r y 
a t W a r r e n L a n e . 

W h e r e t o d i g ? 
T h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n ­
v o l v e d a ser ies of p r e l i m i n a r y s teps 
d e s i g n e d t o i den t i f y t h e a r e a w h i c h w e 
w o u l d n e e d t o e x c a v a t e fu l l y . 

First o f a l l , t h e c r o p m a r k s w e r e c a r e ­
fu l l y p l o t t e d o n a l a r g e - s c a l e m a p . T h e 
site w a s t h e n s y s t e m a t i c a l l y w a l k e d o n 
a g r id sys tem sho r t l y a f t e r p l o u g h i n g , 
a n d al l s u r f a c e f i n d s p l o t t e d t o t ry a n d 
o b t a i n s o m e d a t i n g e v i d e n c e f o r t h e 
m a r k s a n d i den t i f y t h e d e n s e s t a r e a s o f 
o c c u p a t i o n . N e x t , p a r t o f t h e si te w a s 
surveyed w i t h a m a g n e t o m e t e r ( ' geo -
phys ' i n T i m e T e a m j a r g o n ) , i n a n 
a t t e m p t t o d e t e r m i n e h o w f a i t h f u l l y t h e 
c r o p m a r k s r e f l e c t e d w h a t w a s u n d e r 
t h e so i l . ( In t h e e v e n t , i t t u r n e d o u t 
t h a t t h e g r o u n d h e r e w a s n o t very 
respons ive to th i s k i n d o f t e c h n i q u e . ) A 
f i e ld e v a l u a t i o n w a s t h e n c a r r i e d o u t . 
T h i s is a s t a n d a r d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l t e c h ­
n i q u e d e s i g n e d t o es tab l i sh t h e n a t u r e 
a n d e x t e n t o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s 
o n sites w i t h o u t g o i n g t o t h e e x p e n s e o f 
l a rge -sca le e x c a v a t i o n s . T h e m e t h o d 
invo lves s a m p l i n g t h e si te by d i g g i n g a 
l i m i t e d n u m b e r o f t r e n c h e s e v e n l y -
s p a c e d ac ross i t a n d pa r t l y e x c a v a t i n g 
s o m e o f t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s 
f o u n d i n t h e m . T h e e v a l u a t i o n a t 
A b b o t s t o n e w a s success fu l a n d s h o w e d 
t h a t w e w e r e i n d e e d d e a l i n g w i t h a 
f a r m s t e a d w h i c h o r i g i n a t e d i n t h e la te 
p r e - R o m a n p e r i o d a n d c o n t i n u e d i n t o 
R o m a n t i m e s . T h u s b y t h e e n d o f a l l 
t h e s e s teps, w e h a d f o u n d o u t f o r 
c e r t a i n w h a t k i r ld o f s i te i t w a s a n d w e 
w e r e a b l e t o i d e n t i f y t h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e si te w h i c h n e e d e d 
t o b e fu l l y e x c a v a t e d . 

T h e f i f t h a n d f i n a l s t a g e o f t h e 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n w a s t h e fu l l e x c a v a t i o n o f 
t h e a r e a i d e n t i f i e d d u r i n g t h e e v a l u ­
a t i o n . For v a r i o u s p r a c t i c a l r e a s o n s , t h i s 
w o r k i s t o be i n t w o s tages . O n e - t h i r d 
h a s a l r e a d y b e e n d o n e , w i t h t h e 
r e m a i n i n g t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e si te b e i n g 
s c h e d u l e d f o r t h e ea r l y s u m m e r o f 
2 0 0 0 . 

T h e f i rs t resul ts 
T h e p r o b l e m w i t h h e a v i l y - c u l t i v a t e d 
sites l ike A b b o t s t o n e i s t h a t t h e y h a v e 
b e e n b a d l y d a m a g e d b y p l o u g h i n g a n d 
t h e r e m a i n s o f b u i l d i n g s surv ive very 
p o o r l y i f a t a l l . F loors a n d s h a l l o w 
f e a t u r e s s u c h a s h e a r t h s a n d e v e n 
s take ho les c a n b e r e m o v e d c o m p l e t e l y 
by t h e p l o u g h so t h a t i t i s ve ry d i f f i c u l t 

t o f i n d p reh i s to r i c h o u s e s . O n l y d e e p 
f e a t u r e s s u c h a s d i t c h e s a n d p i t s 
surv ive , a n d g e n e r a l l y t h e s e p r o v i d e t h e 
o n l y c l u e s a b o u t t h e p o s i t i o n s o f 
v a n i s h e d b u i l d i n g s . 

Si tes f r e q u e n t l y p r o d u c e t h e r e m a i n s 
o f m o r e t h a n o n e p e r i o d o f o c c u p a t i o n , 
a n d A b b o t s t o n e i s n o d i f f e r e n t . T h e 
e a r l i e s t i n d i c a t i o n s o f o c c u p a t i o n 
r e c o g n i s e d so f a r t a k e t h e f o r m o f a 
s i ng le p i t c o n t a i n i n g a s m a l l a m o u n t o f 
po t t e r y . T h e she rds d a t e t o t h e la te 
B r o n z e A g e a n d s h o w t h a t t h e p i t i s 
a b o u t 3 , 0 0 0 yea rs o l d . T h e p i t w a s 
p r o b a b l y d u g by s o m e b o d y l i v ing i n a 
n e a r b y r o u n d - h o u s e , b u t n o t r a c e s o f 
a n y r e l a t e d b u i l d i n g s h a v e a s ye t b e e n 
i d e n t i f i e d . 

A l s o a p p a r e n t l y e a r l i e r t h a n t h e 
f a r m s t e a d i s a d e e p d i t c h w h i c h in p l a n 
is r a t h e r l ike a s l igh t l y s q u a r e d - o f f c i r c le 
w i t h t w o o p p o s i n g g a p s . T h e p o t t e r y i n 
its f i l l s h o w s t h e d i t c h t o b e l o n g t o t h e 
M i d d l e I r o n A g e , m a k i n g i t a b o u t 
2 , 3 0 0 years o l d . T h e d i t c h p r o b a b l y 
e n c l o s e d a r o u n d - h o u s e , w i t h o n e o f 
t h e g a p s c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e p o s i t i o n 
o f t h e d o o r . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o d i s e n t a n g l e t h e 
d i t c h e s a n d pi ts w h i c h surv ive f r o m t h e 
f a r m s t e a d . T h e m a i n e l e m e n t w a s t h e 
l a r g e r e c t a n g u l a r e n c l o s u r e f o r m e d b y 
a l a r g e d e f e n s i v e d i t c h . T h e i n t e r i o r o f 
t h e e n c l o s u r e s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n 
d i v i d e d in s o m e w a y by a ser ies o f s m a l l 
l i nea r d i t c h e s a l i g n e d w i t h t h e s ides o f 
t h e e n c l o s u r e . T h e p u r p o s e o f t h e s e 
d i t c h e s m a y b e c o m e c l e a r w h e n t h e 
rest o f t h e e n c l o s u r e i s d u g . 

Opposite page: photograph of the narrow 

strip excavated north to south across the 

farm enclosure (plan above), viewed from 

the east. 

The strange 'post-cremation' where the 

cremated remains were placed under an 

upright post. 
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T h e r e w e r e t w o , poss ib ly t h r e e , bu r i a l s . O n e 
w a s a ra re t y p e o f b u r i a l w h e r e t h e c r e m a t e d 
b o n e s w e r e p l a c e d u n d e r a l a r g e u p r i g h t pos t i n 
a d e e p p i t . I t i s h a r d to i m a g i n e w h a t t h e pos t 
w a s fo r . D i d t h e pos t s i m p l y m a r k t h e si te o f t h e 
b u r i a l , o r w a s i t t h e m o r e i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e w i t h 
t h e c r e m a t e d r e m a i n s b e i n g s o m e k i n d o f 
o f f e r i n g o r s y m b o l i c d e p o s i t ? 

T o t h e s o u t h o f t h e l a rge e n c l o s u r e , t h e r e a re 
v a r i o u s d i t c h e s , m a n y o f w h i c h a r e a s y e t 
u n d a t e d . S o m e b e l o n g t o t h e f a r m s t e a d l ike t h e 
o n e f o r m i n g a s m a l l r e c t a n g u l a r e n c l o s u r e , 
w h e r e a s o t h e r s m a y p r e - o r p o s t - d a t e t h e f a r m . 

T h e n e x t a n d f i n a l p h a s e o f e x c a v a t i o n wi l l 
c o v e r t h e c e n t r a l c o r e o f t h e c o m p l e x , a n d s h o u l d 
p r o v e c r i t i ca l . W i l l we f i n d t h e r e m a i n s o f a 
R o m a n - s t y l e b u i l d i n g t h e r e ? Wi l l w e m a k e a n y 
sense o f t h e i n t e r n a l d i v i s ions? H o w ea r l y w a s t h e 
f a r m s t e a d ? I s t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e ? M i d d l e I ron 
A g e d i t c h a c o i n c i d e n c e o r w a s t h e f a r m s t e a d 
a l r e a d y a t leas t 3 0 0 years o l d w h e n t h e R o m a n s 
i n v a d e d B r i t a in i n A D 4 3 ? 

E v i d e n c e t h a t A b b o t s t o n e w a s a f a r m c o m e s f r o m 
v a r i o u s k i nds o f f i n d s . F r a g m e n t s o f a t leas t t w o 
p o t t e r y c h e e s e - p r e s s e s ( o n e s h o w n a b o v e ) p o i n t s t o 
d a i r y f a r m i n g , a n d f r a g m e n t s o f q u e r n s t o n e s 
s c a t t e r e d ac ross t h e si te i n d i c a t e t h e g r i n d i n g o f c o r n 
f o r f l o u r . F u r t h e r e v i d e n c e f o r a r a b l e f a r m i n g c o m e s 
f r o m t h e m i c r o s c o p i c ana l ys i s o f soi l s a m p l e s t a k e n 
f r o m key d e p o s i t s . T h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n w a s c a r r i e d o u t 
b y e n v i r o n m e n t a l a r c h a e o l o g i s t V a l Fryer w h o f o u n d 
w a s t e m a t e r i a l s f r o m t h e p r o c e s s i n g o f w h e a t ( va r i ous 
t y p e s ) , o a t s , a n d b a r l e y o r rye . 

Excavator John Mabbitt uncovering on upright pot containing 

a cremation (shown right). 

T h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n s a r e b e i n g f u n d e d 
b y T a r m a c p ic s o t h a t t h e r e m a i n s c a n b e r e c o r d ­
e d b e f o r e g r a v e l - a n d s a n d - e x t r a c t i o n b e g i n s . 

Colin Bellows 
Sadly Col in Bellows died on Boxing Day 1999 , a n d w i th his passing 
we have lost one of our most a rdent a n d long-standing supporters. 

Col in was associated w i th the Trust for over twenty years. He was 
a founder m e m b e r of the Friends of the Trust in 1977, and he became 
cha i rman fou r years later at a t ime when the Trust was involved wi th 
the ma jor d ig a t Culver Street. He served on the Trust 's m a n a g e m e n t 
commi t tee , first as the cha i rman of t he Friends and later in a personal 
capaci ty. His fami ly , t oo , shared his interest in archaeology. His son 
Ian worked as an excavator fo r t he Trust in the 1970s and his 
daughter - in- law, Stephanie Pinter-Bellows, is an osteoarchaeologist . 

Col in travel led widely a n d was inspired by many impressive archae­
ological sites ab road . Yet his enthus iasm for Colchester never waned , 
despite the compara t ive absence of above-ground remains. Col in 
always believed passionately t ha t archaeology and history be longed to 
everybody, a n d tha t Colchester should make its her i tage accessible to 
as many people as possible. I t was his c o m m i t m e n t to popular a rchae­
ology tha t made Col in such a f i t t ing cha i rman fo r the Friends, and one 
of many reasons why he wil l be great ly missed. 
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Flower power 
in Gosbecks Archaeological Park 

I n 1 9 9 9 , f o r t h e f i f t h s u m m e r r u n n i n g , 
e x c a v a t i o n s h a v e b e e n c a r r i e d o u t b y 
t h e T r u s t i n G o s b e c k s A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
Park . T h e m a i n i d e a o f t h e p r o j e c t i s t o 
e x p l o r e t h e r e m a i n s o f t h e m a j o r 
f e a t u r e s i n t h e p a r k s o t h a t t h e y c a n b e 
m a r k e d o u t o n t h e g r o u n d f o r v is i tors t o 
see. T h i s s u m m e r t h e p l a n w a s t o 
l o c a t e a n d t r a c e a s f a r a s poss ib le t h e 
b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e e n c l o s u r e s f o r t h e 
t e m p l e a n d t h e t h e a t r e . 

T h e b o u n d a r y o f t h e t e m p l e e n c l o s ­
u re w a s h a r d t o f i n d . I t has n e v e r 
s h o w e d a s a c r o p m a r k , a n d w e w e r e 
u n a b l e t o d e t e c t i t b y g e o p h y s i c a l 
survey. H o w e v e r , i t w a s f o u n d i n 1 9 4 8 
a n d t r a c e d b y t r e n c h i n g f o r a b o u t 3 0 0 
m e t r e s . T h e b o u n d a r y t o o k t h e f o r m o f 
a w a l l w i t h i n t e r e s t i n g s h a l l o w r e c t a n g ­
u l a r i n d e n t a t i o n s a l o n g its l e n g t h . 
T h e s e l o o k t o h a v e b e e n o r n a m e n t a l 
a n d m a y h a v e b e e n a l c o v e s f o r b e n c h ­
es o r s t a tues . A l a r g e - s c a l e p l a n o f t h e 
d i scover ies w a s m a d e a t t h e t i m e , b u t 
n o w i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o use b e c a u s e , b e i n g 
in a l a r g e f e a t u r e l e s s f i e l d , t h e r e a r e 
a l m o s t n o use fu l p o i n t s o f r e f e r e n c e . 
Th i s s u m m e r t h e w a l l w a s e v e n t u a l l y 
r e l o c a t e d i n o n e s p o t a n d r e c o r d e d i n a 
s u c h w a y t h a t i t c a n b e f o u n d eas i ly i n 
t h e f u t u r e . 

I n c o n t r a s t , t h e e n c l o s u r e b o u n d a r y 
f o r t h e t h e a t r e w a s eas i l y l o c a t e d , 
t h a n k s t o a p a r t i c u l a r p l a n t . T h i s p a r t o f 
t h e p a r k is l a id o u t as a w i l d f l o w e r 
m e a d o w , a n d o n e o f t h e p l a n t s t u r n e d 
o u t t o b e v e r y s e n s i t i v e t o b u r i e d 
d i t c h e s . O n e yea r , sho r t l y a f t e r t h e 
m e a d o w w a s m o w n , w e n o t i c e d t h a t 
t h e b i r d ' s f o o t t r e fo i l s t a r t e d t o g r o w i n 
a very d i s t i nc t i ve l ine w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d ­
e d t o w h e r e ( f r o m t h e a e r i a l p h o t o ­
g r a p h s ) t h e t h e a t r e b o u n d a r y s h o u l d 
b e . T h e p a t c h e s w e r e q u i c k l y m e a s u r e d 
a n d p l a n n e d b e f o r e t h e y v a n i s h e d , a n d 
th is year , a f t e r b e i n g c h e c k e d by a 
g e o p h y s i c a l su rvey , t h e r e c o r d w a s 
u s e d t o p l a c e t r e n c h e s a l o n g t h e l ine o f 
t h e b o u n d a r y . 

T h i s r e m a r k a b l e p l a n t a l so ac t s in a 
s i m i l a r w a y a l o n g t h e l i n e o f t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n s a r o u n d t h e t e m p l e , a l ­
t h o u g h its b e h a v i o u r s e e m s t o d e p e n d 
o n t h i n g s l ike t h e t i m e o f yea r , t h e 
w e a t h e r , a n d t h e m o w i n g r e g i m e i n t h e 
p a r k . A r c h a e o l o g i s t s a r e k e e n t o f i n d 
n e w a n d b e t t e r w a y s o f e x p l o r i n g u n d e r 
g r o u n d w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o d i g — t h e 
b e h a v i o u r o f t h e b i r d ' s f o o t t r e fo i l a t 
G o s b e c k s s h o w s h o w e v e n h u m b l e 
p l a n t s c a n h e l p . 

T h e e x c a v a t i o n s w e r e 
f u n d e d b y t h e C o l ­
chester Bo rough Counc i l 
t h r o u g h t h e M u s e u m 
Serv ice. 

Many thanks to the 
volunteers... 
T h e d i g g i n g i n t h e p a r k has b e e n 
d o n e a l m o s t en t i r e l y by a l a rge b a n d 
o f v o l u n t e e r s . O v e r t h e last f i ve years , 
a b o u t 1 0 0 p e o p l e h a v e b e e n i nvo l ved 
a n d h e l p e d i n every a s p e c t o f e x c a v -
a t i o n , f r o m d i g g i n g a n d si te r e c o r d i n g 
t o g e o p h y s i c a l survey a n d p r o c e s s i n g 
f i n d s a f t e r t h e f i e l d w o r k f i n i s h e d . 

T h e v o l u n t e e r s c o m e f r o m d i f f e r e n t 
b a c k g r o u n d s a n d w a n t t o d i g f o r 
d i f f e r e n t r e a s o n s . T h e r e a r e s c h o o l 
leavers c o n s i d e r i n g s t u d y i n g a r c h a e -
o l o g y a t un ivers i t y , a n d s t u d e n t s 
w a n t i n g f i e l d e x p e r i e n c e f o r t h e i r 
c o u r s e w o r k . S o m e v o l u n t e e r s a re i n 
f u l l - t i m e e m p l o y m e n t a n d c o m e o n 
t h e i r days o f f o r w h e n t h e y a r e o n 
l eave . Q u i t e a f e w o t h e r s a r e re t i red 
o r u n e m p l o y e d . 

T h e e x c a v a t i o n s i n t h e p a r k w o u l d 
n o t h a v e b e e n poss ib le w i t h o u t t h e m 
a n d t h e T r u s t i s m u c h i n d e b t e d t o 
t h e m a l l . 

N o e x c a v a t i o n s a re p l a n n e d a t 
G o s b e c k s f o r t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 . 
H o w e v e r , t h i n g s m a y c h a n g e , 
s o i f y o u a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n 
v o l u n t e e r i n g , e i t h e r w r i t e t o 
t h e T r u s t g i v i n g y o u r de ta i l s o r 
w a t c h t h e T r u s t ' s w e b - s i t e 
( c o l c h e s t e r - a r c h - t r u s t . c o . u k ) f o r 
t h e la tes t n e w s . 
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Mr Joslin's 
pride and joy by James Fawn 

G e o r g e Jos l in Jnr , n o t a b l e c i t i z e n a n d 
m e m b e r o f a l e a d i n g C o l c h e s t e r f a m i l y , 
w a s a k e e n a m a t e u r a r c h a e o l o g i s t o f 
t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y . H e a s s e m b l e d a n 
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n o f 
R o m a n o b j e c t s f r o m t h e L e x d e n a r e a 
w h i c h h e k e p t i n a p r i v a t e m u s e u m i n 
his h o u s e i n Bever iey R o a d . H is c o l l e c ­
t i o n w a s e v e n t u a l l y s o l d t o C o l c h e s t e r 
M u s e u m . 

W h e n l o o k i n g a t t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f t h e 
C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m , o n e c a n n o t h e l p 
n o t i c i n g t h e l a r g e n u m b e r o f a r t e f a c t s 
w h i c h b e a r t h e l abe l ' J o s l i n ' . S o m e 
r e a d e r s w i l l reca l l t h e i r o n m o n g e r ' s 
s h o p o f t h a t n a m e i n t h e H i g h S t ree t . 
O p e n e d b y G e o r g e Jos l in i n 1 8 1 7 , i t 
s t o o d o n t h e c o r n e r o f M a i d e n b u r g h 
S t ree t un t i l t h e bus iness c l o s e d i n 1 9 5 9 
w h e n i t w a s d e m o l i s h e d a n d n e w 
p r e m i s e s w e r e b u i l t o n t h e s i te 
( o c c u p i e d b y A r g o s i n r e c e n t t i m e s ) . 
T h e f a m i l y w e r e p a r t - l e s s e e s o f 
C o l c h e s t e r g a s w o r k s . O n e o f G e o r g e ' s 
sons , G e o r g e Jos l in Jnr, b o r n i n 1 8 2 1 , 
w a s m a n a g e r o f t h e g a s w o r k s f r o m 
1 8 4 7 t o 1 8 6 5 a n d w a s stil l a d i r e c t o r o f 
t h e c o m p a n y i n 1 8 9 0 . I t w a s h e w h o 
c r e a t e d w h a t w a s p r o b a b l y t h e l a rges t 
p r i va te c o l l e c t i o n o f a n t i q u i t i e s i n t h e 
c o u n t r y d u r i n g t h e l a t t e r h a l f o f t h e 
1 9 t h c e n t u r y . 

H e w a s we l l p l a c e d t o d o so. I n t h e 
m i d - 1 8 6 0 s h e m o v e d a w a y f r o m t h e 
sme l l o f gas a t t h e H y t h e t o t h e f r e s h e r 

a i r o f Bever ley R o a d , i n a n a r e a s o u t h 
o f L e x d e n R o a d w h i c h h a d b e e n p a r t o f 
R o m a n C o l c h e s t e r ' s w e s t c e m e t e r y , 
n e a r l y t w o m i l l e n n i a p rev ious ly . R o u n d 
a b o u t , h o u s e s w e r e s p r i n g i n g u p 
rap id l y , a n d t h e b u i l d e r s m u s t h a v e 
d i s c o v e r e d h u n d r e d s o f R o m a n b u r i a l s , 
m a n y w i t h t h e i r a c c o m p a n y i n g g r a v e 
g o o d s . O n e o f t h e bu r i a l s i n t h e Jos l in 
C o l l e c t i o n i s t h e s o - c a l l e d ' C h i l d ' s 
G r a v e ' , w h i c h Jos l in f o u n d i n his o w n 
g a r d e n . 

G e o r g e Jos l in Jnr . h a d a h o u s e b u i l t 
w i t h a n e x t e n s i o n t o a c t a s a m u s e u m 
f o r t h e a r t e f a c t s w h i c h h e e i t h e r b o u g h t 
f r o m t h e b u i l d e r s ' w o r k m e n o r re t r i eved 
f r o m t h o s e e x c a v a t i o n s w h i c h h e 
p e r s o n a l l y i n s t i g a t e d a n d s u p e r v i s e d . 
W h e n t h e Jos l in c o l l e c t i o n w a s e v e n t ­
ua l l y c a t a l o g u e d b y J o h n Pr ice i n 1 8 8 8 , 
i t c o n t a i n e d 1 ,241 en t r i es , m a n y o f 
t h e m m u l t i p l e f i n d s o f e x c e p t i o n a l 
m e r i t . W h e t h e r t h e h o u s e m a i d h a d t o 
d u s t t h e m al l i s n o t r e c o r d e d . 

T h e c a t a l o g u e p laces m a n y o f t h e 
a r t e f a c t s i n t o 1 2 6 g r o u p s i n s e q u e n c e , 
' a r r a n g e d a n d c lass i f i ed i n t h e o r d e r i n 
w h i c h t h e y w e r e d i s c o v e r e d ' . T h i s he l ps 
to p l a c e s o m e o f t h e f i n d s i n a c o n t e x t , 
b u t i n g e n e r a l Jos l in d i d n o t r e c o r d t h e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f t h e i r d i scove ry . W e 
m a y f r o w n o n th is f a i l u r e , b u t h e w a s 
o n l y f o l l o w i n g t h e t y p i c a l p r a c t i c e o f his 
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . Jos l in w a s n o t t h e f i rs t 
t o e x c a v a t e i n a n d c o l l e c t a r t e f a c t s 
f r o m t h e R o m a n c e m e t e r y , a n d m a n y 

George Joslin Jnr. (© Colchester Museum). 

o t h e r exh ib i t s i n C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m 
o r i g i n a t e d f r o m th i s a r e a , n o t a b l y t h o s e 
f r o m W e s t L o d g e u n e a r t h e d i n t h e 
1 8 4 0 s a n d 1 8 5 0 s . H o w e v e r , m u c h 
m a t e r i a l m u s t h a v e b e e n s m a s h e d , 
d i s c a r d e d o r los t ; a l so a g r e a t d e a l w a s 
sen t t o o t h e r m u s e u m s ! W h a t G e o r g e 
c o l l e c t e d w a s saved f o r C o l c h e s t e r . 

W i t h t h e l a c k o f r e c o r d i n g , t h e s c o p e 
a n d c h a r a c t e r o f his ac t i v i t i es i s n o t 
easy t o j u d g e . A c c o r d i n g t o Pr ice h e 
p o s s e s s e d ' a d e e p i n t e r e s t i n h is 
pu rsu i t , a i d e d b y t h e f r e q u e n t supe r ­
v i s i o n o f h is e x c a v a t i o n s a n d t h e 
e x p e n d i t u r e o f a l a rge a m o u n t o f t i m e 
a n d m o n e y ' . W e c a n o b v i o u s l y a c c e p t 
his d e e p in te res t a n d a p p r e c i a t e t h a t h e 
m u s t h a v e d i s b u r s e d c o n s i d e r a b l e s u m s 
o f m o n e y i n r e w a r d s a n d p a y m e n t s ; 
a s s e s s m e n t o f his supe rv i s i on m u s t rest 
o n t h e t w o repo r t s o f his e x c a v a t i o n s 
t h a t w e r e p u b l i s h e d . 

A t Bever ley R o a d i n 1 8 6 8 Josl in 
o w n e d s o m e l a n d , a b o u t 1 0 0 m e t r e s 
n o r t h o f his h o m e . T h e r e h e d i s c o v e r e d 
t h e f a m o u s R o m a n t o m b s t o n e o f t h e 
c e n t u r i o n Fac i l i s , n o w o n d i sp l ay i n 
C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m . I n t h e f o l l o w i n g 
yea r , h e j o i n e d t h e Essex A r c h a e o l o g ­
ica l Soc ie ty a n d t h u s e n t e r e d t h e m a i n ­
s t r e a m o f a r c h a e o l o g y i n t h e c o u n t y . A s 
a n e w m e m b e r , h e m a y n o t h a v e fe l t 
c o n f i d e n t e n o u g h t o r e p o r t h is f i n d s 
p e r s o n a l l y , f o r h e e n t r u s t e d t h e Faci l is 
p u b l i c a t i o n in t h e soc ie ty ' s Transac­
tions t o t h e Rev. B a r t o n L o d g e . T h i s 
w a s a p i ty b e c a u s e , a l t h o u g h s o m e 
de ta i l s o f t h e d i scove ry a r e g i v e n a n d 
t h e l o c a t i o n i s e n t e r e d o n O . S . m a p s , 
h e m i g h t h a v e e n l a r g e d o n c e r t a i n 
f e a t u r e s o f t h e s i te. I n te res t i ng l y , t h e 
r e p o r t re fers t o p h o t o g r a p h s t a k e n b y 
Jos l in h i m s e l f . H e a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y t o o k 
t h e o n e w h i c h a d o r n s t h e r e p o r t . 
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T h e s e c o n d r e p o r t , w h i c h w a s a b o u t 
h is 1 8 7 7 e x c a v a t i o n o f R o m a n p o t t e r y 
k i lns t o t h e n o r t h o f L e x d e n R o a d , a l s o 
a p p e a r e d in t h e Transactions a n d th i s 
h e w r o t e h i m s e l f w i t h i l l u s t ra t i ons b y 
J o s i a h Par i sh . H e d i d n o t g i ve t h e loc ­
a t i o n ( a l t h o u g h i t i s k n o w n ) , b u t he 
i n c l u d e d m e a s u r e m e n t s , p l a n s a n d sec­
t i o n s i n his d e s c r i p t i o n . T h i s c r e d i t a b l e 
e f f o r t b y t h e s t a n d a r d s o f t h e d a y s u g ­
ges ts t h a t h e r e c e i v e d b e n e f i c i a l a d v i c e 
a n d ass i s tance f r o m his m e m b e r s h i p o f 
t h e soc ie ty . 

Jos l in c e r t a i n l y r e p a i d t h e soc ie ty . H e 
w a s e l e c t e d t o its c o u n c i l i n 1 8 7 2 a n d 
ass iduous l y a t t e n d e d its m e e t i n g s un t i l 
his d e a t h i n A p r i l 1 8 9 8 . H a v i n g a m u s ­
e u m o f his o w n , h e w a s e m i n e n t l y su i t ­
a b l e f o r t h e soc ie t y ' s m u s e u m s u b ­
c o m m i t t e e f r o m 1 8 7 6 a n d h e l a te r 
b e c a m e o n e o f t h e soc ie t y ' s r e p r e ­
sen ta t i ves o n t h e B o r o u g h ' s m u s e u m 
a n d m u n i m e n t c o m m i t t e e . H e w a s a l so 
a c o - a u d i t o r o f t h e Soc ie t y ' s a c c o u n t s . 

A p p a r e n t l y Jos l in a l w a y s m a d e his 
m u s e u m a c c e s s i b l e t o t h o s e w h o w i s h ­
e d t o see i t . W h e n t h e Roya l A r c h a e ­
o l o g i c a l I ns t i t u te m e t a t C o l c h e s t e r i n 
1 8 7 6 , t h e m e m b e r s v is i ted i t a n d a f te r ­
w a r d s w e r e e n t h u s i a s t i c e n o u g h t o 
d e c l a r e t h a t t h e y ' w a n t e d m e n l ike M r 
G e o . Jos l in w h o h a d b u i l t a p r i va te 
c o l l e c t i o n o f R o m a n r e m a i n s s u r p a s s e d 
by n o n e i n E u r o p e ' . 

I n 1 8 8 3 t h e Essex Soc ie ty c o n s i d e r e d 
c r e a t i n g a f u n d f o r its p u r c h a s e , f o r i t 
s e e m e d ' t o h a v e o u t g r o w n t h e l im i t s 
t h a t M r Jos l in ' s r e s i d e n c e c a n a f f o r d ' 
( p e r h a p s M r s Jos l in sa id " I t w i l l h a v e t o 
g o " ) . I n t h e e v e n t , t h e f u n d w a s n o t set 
u p un t i l 1 8 9 3 . I n O c t o b e r , t h e s u b s c r i b ­
ers — w h o i n c l u d e d w e l l - k n o w n n a m e s 
in Br i t ish a r c h a e o l o g y — p u r c h a s e d 
Jos l in 's c o l l e c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g Fac i l i s , f o r 
a b a r g a i n p r i ce o f £ 1 , 3 0 0 p lus f o u r 
f u r t h e r i n s t a l m e n t s o f £ 5 0 , a n d p res ­
e n t e d i t t o t h e B o r o u g h . O r i g i n a l l y 
d i s p l a y e d i n a n a r e a spec ia l l y c l e a r e d 
f o r it, m u c h o f t h e Jos l in C o l l e c t i o n i s 
n o w i n t h e m u s e u m ' s a r c h i v e c o l l e c t i o n 
a n d n o t o n d i s p l a y . I n e n t i r e t y , i t 
r e m a i n s a n i m p o r t a n t a s s e m b l a g e f r o m 
a p a r t i c u l a r a r e a o f t h e t o w n , l i n k i n g 
a n t i q u i t y a n d V i c t o r i a n C o l c h e s t e r . 

T h e t w o repo r t s o n Jos l in ' s e x c a v a t i o n s 
a re a v a i l a b l e i n C o l c h e s t e r L ib ra ry . 

W h e n y o u n e x t g o t o C o l c h e s t e r 
M u s e u m , l o o k o u t f o r i t e m s f r o m 
Jos l in ' s c o l l e c t i o n — in p a r t i c u l a r , t h e 
t o m b s t o n e o f Faci l is a n d a r t e f a c t s f r o m 
t h e ' C h i l d ' s G r a v e ' . 

A b o v e , the well-known tombstone of the 

Roman centurion Marcus Favonius Facilis 

of the XX Legion. 

E x t r a o r d i n a r y ' C h i l d ' s G r a v e ' 
O n e o f t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t g r a v e 
g r o u p s i n G e o r g e Jos l in 's c o l l e c t i o n 
w a s t h e s o - c a l l e d ' C h i l d ' s G r a v e ' 
w h i c h h e h e l p e d t o d i g u p i n July 
1 8 6 6 . Jos l in h a d a s k e d a l a b o u r e r t o 
d i g a n a s h p i t i n his b a c k g a r d e n , b u t 
f e l t t h e m a n n e e d e d i n s t r u c t i o n o n 
h o w t o d o i t . Jos l in t o o k t h e s p a d e 
h i m s e l f a n d w a s su rp r i sed t o u n c o v e r 
t h e f i rs t o f t h e g r a v e g o o d s . T h i s 
m a d e t h e m p r o c e e d w i t h g r e a t 
c a u t i o n . 

T h e g r o u p i n c l u d e d 1 3 p i p e - c l a y 
f i g u r i n e s , 1 2 p o t t e r y vesse ls , 1 0 
u n g u e n t vessels f o r p e r f u m e d oi ls 
a n d o i n t m e n t s , a h o a r d o f 3 4 co ins , 
a n d a b o u t 6 0 0 b o n e f r a g m e n t s f r o m 
a b u r n t f u n e r a r y c o u c h . T h e f i g ­
u r i n e s i n c l u d e c o m i c o l d m e n i n 
v a r i o u s poses — r e a d i n g , s t a n d i n g , 
s e a t e d , a n d r e c l i n i n g . I t i s n o t 
c e r t a i n w h a t t h e y r e p r e s e n t . T h e 
m e n a r e g e n e r a l l y t h o u g h t t o d e p i c t 
l e a r n e d p h i l o s o p h e r s o r t e a c h e r s , 
a l t h o u g h m i m e s o r rec i te rs a t a 
b a n q u e t i s a n o t h e r poss ib i l i t y . T h e 
u n g u e n t f lasks a r e i n t h e s h a p e s o f 
v a r i o u s a n i m a l s s u c h a s m o n k e y s 
a n d l ions . M o s t o f t h e i t e m s w e r e 
i m p o r t e d f r o m c e n t r a l G a u l . 

I t i s n o t c e r t a i n t h a t t h e g r a v e w a s 
rea l l y t h a t o f a c h i l d . A c r i t i ca l i t e m 
is a s m a l l s p o u t e d vessel b e a r i n g a 
s t r o n g r e s e m b l a n c e t o t h e f e e d i n g -
c u p s u s e d t o w e a n c h i l d r e n t o d a y , 
b u t s o m e a r c h a e o l o g i s t s p re fe r t o 
see th is i t e m as a k i n d o f l a m p f i l ler . 

T h e g r o u p i s s t r o n g l y R o m a n i n 
c h a r a c t e r (as o p p o s e d t o n a t i v e 
Br i t i sh ) . I t d a t e s t o t h e f i rs t d e c a d e o r 
s o a f t e r t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e 
R o m a n t o w n , s o t h a t t h e g r o u p m a y 
p r o v e t o h a v e b e e n b u r i e d w i t h t h e 
c h i l d o f a n e w l y - s e t t l e d r e t i r e d 
R o m a n so ld ie r . 

Below, artefacts from the 'Child's Grave' 

drawn by Josiah Parish. 
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The 'Circus 
T h e c o m p l e t e g l a s s b e a k e r 
f r o m t h e R o m a n W e s t C e m ­
e te ry a t L e x d e n i n C o l c h e s t e r , 
f o u n d i n 1 8 7 0 , i s a f i n e 
e x a m p l e s h o w i n g m o n u m e n t s 
in t h e C i r c u s M a x i m u s — a n e w 
r e p r o d u c t i o n b e a k e r h a s b e e n 
p r o d u c e d 

Maximus' beaker 

by Mark Taylor and David Hill 

M a r k T a y l o r a n d D a v i d H i l l w e r e 
f e a t u r e d o n t e l e v i s i o n i n 1 9 9 9 , 
o n t h e T i m e T e a m ' s S e p t e m b e r 
B a n k H o l i d a y p r o g r a m m e , a n d 
w i l l a l s o b e f e a t u r e d o n t e l e ­
v i s i o n i n 2 0 0 0 — f o r e x a m p l e , 
e a r l y i n t h e y e a r o n a n e p i s o d e 
of Meet the Ancestors w i t h 
J u l i a n R i c h a r d s ; t h e i r g l a s s w a r e 
a p p e a r s i n t h e n e w f i l m 
Gladiator. 

For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e 
R o m a n W e s t C e m e t e r y o f Lex­
d e n , see the Colchester archae­
ologist no 1 2. 

Pictures 

below: drawing of the frieze of the 

beaker; on the opposite page, top, 

the original glass beaker; and 

below, the new reproduction beaker 

by Mark Taylor and David Hill. 

M o s t R o m a n r a c e t r a c k s w e r e b a s e d u p o n 
t h e o r i g i n a l d e s i g n ( a l t h o u g h n o t t h e 
a c t u a l size) o f t h e f a m o u s C i r cus M a x i m u s 
i n R o m e i tsel f . 

A v i r tua l l y i n t a c t c y l i nd r i ca l g lass b e a k e r 
w a s f o u n d i n t h e W e s t C e m e t e r y i n 
C o l c h e s t e r i n 1 8 7 0 a n d p r e s e n t e d t o t h e 
Br i t i sh M u s e u m , w h e r e i t i s n o w d i s p l a y e d . 
T h i s d a t e s f r o m t h e s e c o n d h a l f o f t h e 1st 
c e n t u r y A D , a n d s h o w s a w e a l t h o f de ta i l s 
o f t h i s c e l e b r a t e d spatium, as we l l as n a m ­
i n g f o u r o f t h e b e s t - k n o w n c h a r i o t e e r s o f 
t h e d a y . 

O n t h e l o w e s t o f t h e t h r e e f r iezes a r e 
s h o w n t h e f o u r c o m p e t i t o r s . T h e y a r e 
quadrigae ( f o u r - h o r s e c h a r i o t s ) , a n d 
r e p r e s e n t t h e f o u r factiones, t h e p r i va te l y 
o w n e d a n d f u n d e d r a c i n g ' h o u s e s ' o r 
t e a m s w h o t o o k p a r t i n e a c h r a c e : A l b a t a , 
P r a s i n a , V e n e t a a n d Russa ta ( t h e W h i t e s , 
G r e e n s , B lues a n d Reds ) , e a c h o f w h o s e 
r iders a n d ho rses w o u l d h a v e w o r n t h e 
c o l o u r s o f t h e i r factio, e x a c t l y as m o d e r n 
j o c k e y s r ide in t h e silks o f a p a r t i c u l a r 
o w n e r . H o r s e s w e r e b o u g h t i n f r o m s t u d 
f a r m s a r o u n d t h e E m p i r e , espec ia l l y S p a i n , 
a n d t h e races w e r e d a n g e r o u s even t s , 
a l t h o u g h l uc ra t i ve f o r t h e w i n n e r s . T h e 
c h a r i o t s r u n f r o m lef t t o r i gh t , r e f l e c t i n g t h e 
s p e c t a t o r ' s v i e w of a r a c e in t h e arena 
f r o m t h e t i e r e d seats o f t h e C i r c u s . 

T h e c e n t r a l t h i r d o f t h e b e a k e r s h o w s 
1 4 o f t h e m o n u m e n t s w h i c h a d o r n e d t h e 
spina, t h e c e n t r a l b a r r i e r , a n d w h i c h 
s p e c t a t o r s w o u l d h a v e seen a b o v e t h e 
h e a d s o f t h e d r ivers , jus t as i t i s d e p i c t e d 
h e r e . As we l l as s ta tues (o f P o l l e n t i a , 
g o d d e s s o f m i g h t ; t h e R o m a n I m p e r i a l 
l i o n ; a n d t h e e m p e r o r h i m s e l f ) , t h e spina 
a l s o c o n t a i n e d s m a l l sh r ines a n d a l ta rs , 
t w o p a v i l i o n s , a n d a t h r o n e t o sea t t h e 
w i n n e r o f i n d i v i d u a l races , n o t u n l i k e t h e 
p o d i u m u s e d f o r v i c t o r i o u s a t h l e t e s i n 
m o d e r n t r a c k even t s . M o s t i m p o r t a n t l y , t h e 
c e n t r e o f th i s s t r u c t u r e h e l d t h e g r e a t red 
g r a n i t e o b e l i s k o f R a m e s e s I I , w h i c h 
C a e s a r A u g u s t u s h a d b r o u g h t f r o m 
H e l i o p o l i s ( a n d w h i c h stil l surv ives, re-
e r e c t e d i n t h e Piazza de l P o p o l o i n R o m e ) , 
a n d t w o s t r uc tu res w h i c h a c t e d a s l a p -
c o u n t e r s — t h e septem ova w e r e seven 
g i g a n t i c w o o d e n e g g s , o n e o f w h i c h w a s 
i n v e r t e d a t t h e e n d o f e a c h l ap , a n d seven 
delphini, l a r g e g i l d e d b r o n z e d o l p h i n s , 
w h i c h w i l l b e f a m i l i a r t o f a n s o f t h e f i l m 
Ben Hur ! 

T h e t w o ve r t i ca l s e a m s o f t h e m o u l d 
ha l ves w e r e c lever ly d i s g u i s e d by i n c o r p o r ­
a t i n g t h e metae ( t he t r i o o f vas t c o n i c a l 
s t o n e c o l u m n s a t e a c h e n d o f t h e spina, 
a r o u n d w h i c h t h e c o m p e t i t o r s t u r n e d ) a t 
e i t h e r s ide o f t h e d e s i g n . 
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T h e u p p e r f r i eze o f t h e vessel g ives 
t h e r a c i n g c h a r i o t e e r s ' n a m e s : t h r e e o f 
t h e m ( O l y m p e , H i e r a x a n d A n t i l o c e ) 
h a v e t h e suf f ix ' V A ' , w h i c h i s p r o b a b l y 
s h o r t f o r ' v a d e ' ( ' g o ' ) o r poss ib l y ' v a l e ' 
( ' f a r e w e l l ' ) , b u t C r e s c e s ' n a m e i s 
f o l l o w e d b y ' A V , s h o r t f o r 'awe' ( ' h a i l ' ) , 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t h e i s t h e w i n n e r o f th i s 
r a c e . 

For more information on Roman glass 
circus beakers see 'Decorated Mould-
blown Glass Tablewares in the First 
Century AD' by Jennifer Price in Roman 
Glass, Two Centuries of Art and 
Invention edited by M Newby and K 
Painter (1991). 

A chapter devoted to Roman horse 
racing can be found in Daily Life in 
Ancient Rome by Jerome Carcopino, 
Penguin Books. 

T h e C i r c u s M a x i m u s 
A s its n a m e i m p l i e s , t h e C i r cus M a x i ­
m u s w a s t h e la rges t , a s we l l a s t h e 
o l d e s t , o f R o m e ' s t h r e e r a c e t r a c k s . 

T h e c o u r s e o r i g i n a l l y t o o k a d v a n t ­
a g e o f a n a t u r a l va l ley , w i t h t w o 
w o o d e n p o s t s a r o u n d w h i c h t h e 
races w e r e r u n . Success ive e m p e r o r s 
i m p r o v e d a n d e m b e l l i s h e d t h e i d e a , 
b u i l d i n g w o o d e n s e a t i n g w h i c h w a s 
l a te r r e p l a c e d by s t o n e . T h e s e re-
b u i l d i n g s c u l m i n a t e d i n t h e h u g e 
m a r b l e s t r u c t u r e b u i l t b y N e r o a f t e r 
t h e f i r e o f 6 4 A D . 

T h i s w a s b y f a r t h e l a rges t b u i l d i n g 
i n R o m e , h a v i n g t h e g r e a t r a c e t r a c k 
a t its h e a r t . T h e ex te r i o r c lose ly re­
s e m b l e d t h e c o n c e p t o f a m o d e r n 
' m a l l ' , w i t h its a r c a d e s o f s h e l t e r e d 
s h o p s , r e s t a u r a n t s a n d p u b s , a n d , 
u n s u r p r i s i n g l y , ' b o o k - m a k e r s ' . 

I n 1 9 9 9 , a c o m m e r c i a l s c h e m e t o 
b u i l d a s m a l l e r ve rs i on o f t h e C i r cus 
M a x i m u s n e a r C o l c h e s t e r w a s 
r e f u s e d p l a n n i n g c o n s e n t . 

Special offer 
for readers of the Colchester archaeologist 

'Circus Maximus' beaker 
F o l l o w i n g t h e success o f t h e p r e v i o u s o f f e r s o n cha r i o t - ' r ace a n d g l a d i a t o r 

b e a k e r s , r e a d e r s of the Colchester archaeologist c a n n o w p u r c h a s e a 
n e w c h a r i o t - r a c e b e a k e r a t a s i m i l a r r e d u c e d p r i c e . T h i s r e p r o d u c t i o n 

i s a n a c c u r a t e , h a n d - m a d e c o p y b a s e d d i r e c t l y o n t h e c o m p l e t e 
b e a k e r f r o m L e x d e n , a n d n o w o n d i s p l a y i n t h e Br i t i sh M u s e u m . 

T o s u p p o r t t h e C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t , 

M a r k T a y l o r a n d D a v i d H i l l , w h o m a k e a 

m a g n i f i c e n t r a n g e o f r e p r o d u c t i o n R o m a n g l a s s vesse l s , 

h a v e a g a i n m a d e a g e n e r o u s o f f e r t o d o n a t e £ 2 t o 

t h e T r u s t f o r e v e r y b e a k e r p u r c h a s e d i n t h i s s p e c i a l o f f e r . 

T h e s e s u p e r b l i g h t w e i g h t b e a k e r s a r e m a d e e n t i r e l y b y h a n d a n d 

b l o w n i n t o t h r e e - p i e c e m o u l d s . T h e b e a k e r s a r e 8 c m h i g h a n d 

a r e m a d e i n a b l u e g r e e n g l a s s . T h e y a r e b e a u t i f u l t o l o o k a t 

a s w e l l a s b e i n g t a c t i l e , i n f o r m a t i v e a n d f a s c i n a t i n g o r n a m e n t s . 

at £12 e a c h 
( i n c l u d i n g pos t & p a c k i n g ) 

u s u a l p r i ce £ 1 7 e a c h 
( i n c l u d i n g p & p) 

Please m a k e all cheques payable to 

Colchester Archaeo log ica l Trust L td: 

send your order , w i th cheque fo r £ 12 per i tem requ i red, to — 

M a r k Tay lor a n d David Hi l l : Glassmakers, 
Uni t 1 1 , Project Workshops, Lains Farm, 
Quar iey, Andover , Hampsh i re SP11 8PX 

Orders wi l l be despa tched d i rect f r o m the workshop as soon 

as they are received, a n d wi l l be sent ind iv idual ly boxed. 

(Ca ta logue sent on request . Beakers previously on of fer 

are still ava i lab le at £ 1 2 e a c h incl p & p, or al l th ree 

(or any three) fo r the special pr ice of £ 3 3 incl p & p.) 
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Divers search for Roman ship 
Clues in a Colchester auction room 
point to the location of a Roman 
ship which sank on its way to 
Colchester with a cargo 
of Gaulish pottery 

S o m e years a g o , a very i n t e r e s t i n g 
b a r n a c l e - e n c r u s t e d R o m a n d i s h 
c a m e u p f o r a u c t i o n i n C o l c h e s t e r . 
I t w a s i n t e r e s t i n g b e c a u s e i t l o o k e d 
a s i f i t h a d b e e n p a r t o f t h e c a r g o 
o f a s u n k e n R o m a n t r a d i n g sh i p . 
T h e d i sh w a s c o m p l e t e a n d its r ed 
c o l o u r a n d d i s t i nc t i ve s h a p e s h o w ­
e d t h a t i t h a d b e e n m a d e i n t h e 
1st o r 2 n d c e n t u r y A D i n G a u l , 
f r o m w h e r e i t w a s p r e s u m a b l y 
b e i n g i m p o r t e d i n t o B r i t a i n a l o n g 
w i t h m a n y h u n d r e d s o f s i m i l a r 
vessels w h e n t h e sh ip w e n t d o w n . 

T h e a u c t i o n e e r sa id t h e d i sh 
h a d b e e n t r a w l e d up by a B r i g h t -
ingsea f i s h e r m a n at least sixty years 

b e f o r e h a n d , a n d t h a t i t w a s be ing 
p u t up f o r a u c t i o n by t h e f i s h e r m a n ' s 
d a u g h t e r . W e d e s p e r a t e l y w a n t e d 
t o f i n d o u t a s m u c h a s poss ib l e 
a b o u t w h e r e , h o w a n d w h e n t h e 
f i n d h a d b e e n m a d e . U n f o r t u n ­
a te l y , we h a d l i t t le l uck . First o f a l l , 

Late Iron Age coin from 

Colchester, found in the 

River Colne in 1980. It 

shows a ship of Gallic 

type. Similar ships are 

likely to have used the 

Roman port at Colchester. 

w e ( P a u l Sea ley a n d I ) we re ou tb i d 
d u r i n g t h e a u c t i o n a n d w e f a i l e d t o b u y 
t h e f i n d f o r C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m . T h i s 
w a s a g r e a t p i ty b e c a u s e w e n e e d e d t o 
g e t i t seen b y a n expe r t w h o spec ia l i ses 
i n t h i s t y p e o f po t t e r y . H e w o u l d h a v e 
b e e n a b l e t o d a t e t h e vessel c lose ly a n d 
te l l u s t h e n a m e o f t h e p o t t e r w h o m a d e 
i t a n d p r e s u m a b l y m a n y o f t h e o t h e r 
vessels i n t h e i l l - f a ted s h i p m e n t . W o r s e 
s t i l l , v a r i o u s e f f o r t s t o c o n t a c t t h e 
f i s h e r m a n ' s d a u g h t e r f a i l e d . H o w e v e r , 
t h e r e w a s o n e c l u e : a l oose h a n d ­
w r i t t e n s c r a p o f p a p e r i n t h e b o w l 
s t a t i n g w h e r e i t h a d b e e n f o u n d . W e 
d o n ' t k n o w w h o w r o t e t h e n o t e a n d h o w 
re l iab le i t w a s , b u t p resumab l y ( hope ­
fu l l y ) i t w a s t h e f i s h e r m a n ' s d a u g h t e r . 

W i t h s o m e e x c i t e m e n t , I l o o k e d u p 
v a r i o u s m a p s t o t r y a n d f i n d t h e p l a c e 
m e n t i o n e d i n t h e n o t e , b u t c o u l d see 
n o t h i n g l ike it. D i d i t rea l ly exist o r d i d 
t h e w r i t e r o f t h e n o t e g e t t h e n a m e 
w r o n g ? I a s k e d v a r i o u s a c q u a i n t a n c e s 
w h o sa i l ed f o r p l e a s u r e i f t h e y h a d 
h e a r d o f th i s p l a c e , a n d I a s k e d v a r i o u s 
p o r t a u t h o r i t i e s t h e s a m e q u e s t i o n . I 
d r e w a b l a n k al l r o u n d a n d p u t t h e 
p r o b l e m .to t h e b a c k o f m y m i n d , 
t h i n k i n g t h a t o n e d a y I w o u l d h a v e t o 
t ry a n d r e s e a r c h t h e p r o b l e m p rope r l y . 

T h e n , o n e d a y , I f o u n d myse l f s i t t i ng 
nex t t o M a r k G i r d l e s t o n e a t a l u n c h . W e 
g o t t a l k i n g a n d , as i t t u r n s o u t , he is a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l d i ve r w h o w a s w o r k i n g i n 
t h e N o r t h S e a . I t o l d h i m a b o u t t h e d i sh 
b u t , l ike e v e r y b o d y e lse I h a d s p o k e n to 
a b o u t it, h e h a d n o t h e a r d o f t h e f i n d 
s p o t . H o w e v e r , w h e n M a r k w a s nex t a t 
h is d e n t i s t ' s , h e r e p e a t e d t h e s tory t o 
h i m . I d o n ' t k n o w h o w p e o p l e c a n t a l k 
t o den t i s t s w h e n v is i t i ng t h e m p ro fess ­
i ona l l y , b u t f o r t u n a t e l y M a r k m a n a g e d 
i t . H i s d e n t i s t t o l d h i m t h a t h e 
h a p p e n e d t o h a v e s o m e V i c t o r i a n 
A d m i r a l t y c h a r t s a t h o m e w h i c h h a d 
b e l o n g e d t o his f a t h e r a n d t h a t h e 
w o u l d c o n s u l t t h e m la te r . A n d l o a n d 
b e h o l d , t h e mys te r y w a s s o l v e d . T h e 
f i n d s p o t m e n t i o n e d o n t h e le t te r rea l ly 
d o e s ex is t ( b u t w i t h a d i f f e r e n t n a m e ) , 
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a n d w e n o w fee l f a i r l y c o n f i d e n t t h a t w e 
k n o w w h e r e t h e d i sh w a s f o u n d . 

But n o w t h e h a r d b i t rea l l y s tar ts . D i d 
t h e d i sh rea l l y c o m e f r o m a s u n k e n 
sh ip? A n d i f so , w h a t a r e t h e c h a n c e s o f 
f i n d i n g it? D i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s o f f t h e 
c o a s t a r e e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t a n d haz ­
a r d o u s . V is ib i l i t y i s d o w n t o 0 - 6 i n c h e s 
n e a r t h e s u r f a c e , o t h e r w i s e i t i s ' b l a c k 
w a t e r ' w h e r e d ivers c a n o n l y w o r k b y 
t o u c h a l o n e . S t r o n g c u r r e n t s m e a n t h a t 
t h e r e a r e o n l y f o u r s h o r t p e r i o d s o f 3 0 -
4 5 m i n u t e s a d a y f o r d i v i n g w h e n t h e 
w a t e r i s sa id to be ' s l a c k ' . T h i s i s w h e n 
t h e t i d e i s t u r n i n g w h i c h i t d o e s 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y f o u r t i m e s a d a y , a n d t h e 
c u r r e n t s a r e c o n s e q u e n t l y a t t h e i r l o w ­
est. I t i s sa fe to d i ve in c u r r e n t s o f up to 
a b o u t 1.5 k n o t s , b u t t h e c u r r e n t a t t h e 
f i n d s p o t c a n r e a c h 4 k n o t s w h i c h i s 
d a n g e r o u s l y s t r o n g a n d c a n b l o w d ivers 
a w a y . 

Rea l is t i ca l l y , p r o s p e c t s o f f i n d i n g t h e 
r e m a i n s o f a w r e c k e d R o m a n s h i p i n 
t h e s e very d i f f i c u l t c i r c u m s t a n c e s a r e 
n o t g r e a t . B u t M a r k a n d his f r i e n d a n d 
bus iness p a r t n e r S e a n O ' D e l l (o f Sha re -
m a r k ) h a v e a l r e a d y s t a r t e d . F inds s o f a r 
i n c l u d e lots o f oys te r shel ls a n d f l i n ts b u t 
n o t h i n g R o m a n . 

C lea r l y f i n d i n g a w r e c k by f ee l a l o n e 
wi l l t a k e a l o n g t i m e . A l t h o u g h w e h a v e 
a f i n d spo t , t h e r e i s an a w f u l lo t o f sea 
b e d t o fee l b y h a n d . T h e p l a n i s t o 
s w e e p t h e a r e a s y s t e m a t i c a l l y w i t h a 
m a g n e t o m e t e r i n t h e h o p e o f d e t e c t i n g 
a n y i r on na i l s w h i c h m i g h t h a v e b e e n i n 
t h e hu l l o f a sh ip . A n d co res wi l l a l so be 
t a k e n t h r o u g h t h e u p p e r m o s t d e p o s i t s 
o f t h e s e a b e d t o h e l p d e t e r m i n e t h e 
level a t w h i c h a n y w r e c k e d R o m a n sh ips 
m a y l ie . 

C o l c h e s t e r w a s a p o r t i n R o m a n 
t i m e s . T h o u s a n d s o f t o n s o f g o o d s m u s t 
h a v e b e e n t r a n s p o r t e d b y w a t e r i n a n d 
o u t o f C o l c h e s t e r d u r i n g th is p e r i o d , 
a n d m a n y R o m a n sh ips m i g h t w e l l h a v e 
r u n a g r o u n d o r s u n k a s t h e y n e g o t i a t e d 
t h e s a n d b a n k s a n d c u r r e n t s i n a n d 
a r o u n d its c o a s t a l w a t e r s . T h e p i c t u r e i s 
c o m p l i c a t e d b y t h e f a c t t h a t r i s ing sea 
levels h a v e le f t p a r t s o f t h e c o a s t s u b ­
m e r g e d , m a k i n g i t h a r d e r t o k n o w 
prec ise ly w h a t t h e c o a s t l i n e w a s l ike i n 
t h e R o m a n p e r i o d a n d w h e r e h a r b o u r 
fac i l i t i es m i g h t h a v e b e e n . 

Pictures: Sean O'Dell diving into black 
water from the ' M a c k h a n ' , with Mark 
Girdlestone on deck. 

T h a n k s t o M a r k G i r d l e s t o n e a n d S e a n 
O ' D e l l f o r t h e i r h e l p a n d e n t h u s i a s m , 
a n d t o t h e i r s k i p p e r M a l c o l m H o o p e r . 

C o i n i m a g e © C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m . 

T h e C a s t l e P a r k i n C o l c h e s t e r w a s 
o p e n e d i n 1 8 9 2 . I t o w e d its e x i s t e n c e t o 
t w o m e n , W i l l i a m t h e C o n q u e r o r a n d 
E d w a r d C a t c h p o o l . W i l l i a m b u i l t t h e 
c a s t l e o n r o y a l l a n d s . T h r o u g h v a r i o u s 
r i c h o w n e r s t h e s e d e s c e n d e d t o J a m e s 
R o u n d M P , t h e n e a r e s t t h i n g t o W i l l i a m 
t h e C o n q u e r o r i n C o l c h e s t e r i n 1 8 9 2 . 

Y o u n g e r s o n o f a n o l d Q u a k e r f a m i l y 
( a n a n c e s t o r w a s i m p r i s o n e d i n C o l ­
c h e s t e r c a s t l e ) , E d w a r d C a t c h p o o l 
m a d e his f o r t u n e a s a n i r o n m o n g e r i n 
R e a d i n g . I n his w i l l he le f t £ 3 , 0 0 0 (say 
£ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 t o d a y ) t o o p e n a p u b l i c p a r k 
i n C o l c h e s t e r . I t w a s t i m e f o r J a m e s 
R o u n d M P t o b e m a g n a n i m o u s . 

R o u n d a g r e e d t o sell t h e cas t l e l a n d s 
(we l l , t e n ac res ) a t £ 3 0 0 a n a c r e , t h e n 
g a v e £ 5 0 0 b a c k f o r its c o n v e r s i o n t o a 
p a r k . I t c o s t m o r e t h a n t h a t , a c t u a l l y , 
a s 1 0 0 m e n l a n d s c a p e d t h e l a n d , u n ­
c o v e r e d a r c h a e o l o g y , la id g rave l p a t h s 
a n d p l a n t e d t rees d o n a t e d b y C o u n c i l l o r 
Ben C a n t , B r i t a i n ' s m o s t f a m o u s rose 
g r o w e r , w h o h a d p l a n n e d t h e p a r k 
l a y o u t 3 0 years b e f o r e . 

T h e Pa rk w a s o p e n e d o n O c t o b e r 
3 0 t h 1 8 9 2 , t h e d a y o f t h e O y s t e r Feas t , 
a n d p r a c t i c a l l y e v e r y o n e i n C o l c h e s t e r 
s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n t h e r e . T h e m a y o r 
w a s t h e Q u a k e r , W i l s o n M a r r i a g e , a 
Cas t l e Park c a m p a i g n e r f o r a l m o s t 2 0 
yea rs . T h e L o r d M a y o r o f L o n d o n a n d 
his a s s o r t e d s w o r d - b e a r e r s o p e n e d t h e 
p a r k , w h e r e 11 Essex m a y o r s p l a n t e d 
1 1 l i m e t rees a t t h e b a c k o f t h e c a s t l e , 
i n w h a t i s sti l l c a l l e d ' M a y o r s ' W a l k ' . 

A V i c t o r i a n b a n d s t a n d a n d ' m e d i ­
e v a l ' p a v i l i o n ( a c t u a l l y a c a f e t e r i a ) 
c a m e la te r , a n d , a f t e r t h e First W o r l d 
W a r , a n o t h e r M P — W e e t m a n P e a r s o n 
— g a v e us t h e c a s t l e , w h i l e a n o t h e r 
R o u n d g a v e H o l l y t r e e s H o u s e a n d its 
g a r d e n s t o b e a d d e d t o t h e p a r k . T h e n 
t h e W a r M e m o r i a l w a s bu i l t . 

T h u s t h e p e o p l e o f C o l c h e s t e r re lax ­
e d f o r o v e r 1 0 0 years. Foo tba l l , c r icket , 
cyc l ing a n d tenn is w e r e p l a y e d i n L o w e r 

by Andrew Phillips 

Cas t l e Park . A l d e r m e n p l a y e d b o w l s o n 
t h e g r e e n . F r o m 1 9 5 9 , e v e r m o r e 
s p l e n d i d C o l c h e s t e r T a t t o o s w e r e h e l d . 
Every Easter M o n d a y (un t i l 1 9 3 9 ) g i r ls 
g a t h e r e d i n h u n d r e d s w h i l e so ld ie rs 
t u r n e d t h e i r s k i p p i n g r o p e s : h o w 
i n n o c e n t w e w e r e t h e n , e x c e p t f o r t h e 
f e w h u d d l e d i n t h e lea o f t h e R o m a n 
w a l l . H e r e Sir O s w a l d M o s l e y a d d r e s s ­
e d h is m o b , Rose S h o w s b l o o m e d i n 
a r m y su rp l us m a r q u e e s , a n d ' H i s t o r y 
Fay res ' m a d e m o n e y a n d g a v e a n e w 
m e a n i n g t o t h e w o r d r e c r e a t i o n . 

B u t t h e g r e a t e s t s i ng le r e c r e a t i o n i n 
C a s t l e Pa rk w a s sure ly t h e P a g e a n t . 

T h e P a g e a n t 
T h i s t o o k p l a c e i n 1 9 0 9 . T h e en t i r e 
M i d d l e C lass o f C o l c h e s t e r d ressed u p 
i n c o s t u m e s t h e y m a d e t h e m s e l v e s t o 
a c t o u t a Cec i l B de M i l l e v e r s i o n o f 
C o l c h e s t e r h is to ry , o r c h e s t r a t e d b y t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y n a m e d Louis N a p o l e o n 
Parker : a cas t o f 3 , 5 0 0 , an a u d i e n c e o f 
1 1 , 0 0 0 f o r t h e o p e n i n g serv ice , a f u l l -
s ized T e m p l e o f C l a u d i u s a n d rea l 
b u l l o c k s p u l l i n g t h e A n c i e n t B r i t o n s ' 
p l o u g h . 

T h e t e x t w a s w r i t t e n i n t h a t p e c u l i a r 
Eng l i sh o n c e reserved f o r E d w a r d i a n 
nu rse r i es . H e r e is a s a m p l e : 

Listen good folk and you shall hear 
The King and Queen are a-drawing 

near. 
He is Henry the Sixth, I ween, 
And Margaret of Anjou is his Queen. 

A n d so o n . 
W h e n Cas t l e Pa rk w a s f i n i s h e d i n 

1 8 9 2 , t h e t o w n c o u n c i l m a d e a V I P site 
v is i t . C o n t e m p l a t i n g t h e m u d a n d t h e 
s l e n d e r s a p l i n g t r e e s , B e n C a n t 
o b s e r v e d , w i t h m e l a n c h o l y i n his v o i c e , 
" N o n e o f us w i l l l ive to see th is i n a l l its 
m a t u r e g l o r y . " I n 1 9 9 9 e v e r y o n e i n 
C o l c h e s t e r c a n . 

13 



T h e P a r k i s p a c k e d w i t h a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
r e m a i n s , b e l o w a n d a b o v e g r o u n d . 
A r g u a b l y , i t h a s t h e g r e a t e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l b u i l d i n g s a n d o t h e r 
f e a t u r e s o f a n y m u n i c i p a l p a r k i n t h e 
c o u n t r y . A n d t h e s e r e m a i n s g i v e t h e p a r k its 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y c h a r a c t e r . B u t i t i s d u e f o r a 
m a j o r re f i t , a n d t h e r e i n l ies t h e c h a l l e n g e : t o 
i m p r o v e t h e p a r k e v e n f u r t h e r a n d y e t , a t 
t h e s a m e t i m e , c o n t i n u e t o p r e s e r v e a n d 
p r o m o t e t h e f e a t u r e s w h i c h g i v e i t s u c h a 
s p e c i a l a t m o s p h e r e i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e . 

Exploring Castle Park 

spotlight on the 
Castle Park... 

C Par t o f o n e o f t h e 
R o m a n h o u s e s e x c a v -
a t e d i n 1 9 2 0 b y M o r t i m e r 
W h e e l e r . Severa l r o o m s 
w i t h p l a i n t e s s e l l a t e d 
f l o o r s h a v e b e e n l e f t 
e x p o s e d , a l t h o u g h t h e 
t o p s o f t h e f o u n d a t i o n s 
f o r t h e wa l l s h a v e b e e n 
p r o t e c t e d w i t h m o d e r n 
p a v i n g s labs . 

A bandstand 

B Roman houses 

(under park); 

excavated in 1920 

C exposed part of 

Roman house 

D Norman defensive 

ditch 

E Norman defensive 

bank 

F Roman drain 

D & E Par t of t h e d e f e n s i v e 
e a r t h w o r k s w h i c h e n c i r c l e d 
a n d p r o t e c t e d t h e N o r m a n 
cas t l e . T h e e a r t h w o r k i s i n 
t h e f o r m o f a b a n k ( le f t ) 
a n d d i t c h ( r i g h t ) . T h e d i t c h 
w a s o r i g i n a l l y V - s h a p e d i n 
p ro f i l e a n d m u c h d e e p e r 
t h a n i t i s t o d a y . 

F T h e s e s teps l e a d d o w n to a 
R o m a n d r a i n . I t i s m a d e o f t i le 
a n d i s l a r g e e n o u g h f o r a s m a l l 
p e r s o n t o c r a w l a l o n g . T h e d r a i n 
w a s d i s c o v e r e d i n 1 8 9 2 . R o m a n 
d r a i n s o f th i s so r t m a y a c c o u n t f o r 
s o m e o f s to r ies w h i c h ex is t o f 
' sec re t t u n n e l s ' i n v a r i o u s p l a c e s 
i n t h e t o w n c e n t r e . 

L C o l c h e s t e r Cas t l e , b u i l t in 
t h e la te 1 1 t h c e n t u r y o n t o p o f 
t h e r e m a i n s o f a m a j o r R o m a n 
t e m p l e d e d i c a t e d t o t h e 
e m p e r o r C l a u d i u s . O n t h e 
s o u t h s ide , b y t h e e n t r a n c e t o 
t h e m u s e u m , t h e r e a r e t h e 
r e m a i n s o f a c h a p e l a n d o t h e r 
b u i l d i n g s w h i c h s t o o d i n t h e 
ba i l ey o f t h e N o r m a n c a s t l e . 

K Pa r t o f a w a l l o r f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e l a rge l y 
u n k n o w n R o m a n b u i l d i n g w h i c h e n c l o s e d 
t h e p r e c i n c t o f t h e T e m p l e o f C l a u d i u s o n 
t h r e e o f its f o u r s ides . T h e p a v i n g s labs o n 
t o p a r e m o d e r n , a s i s t h e sk in o f s t o n e o n 
t h e f r o n t . T h e w a l l s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n sti l l 
s t a n d i n g i n t h e N o r m a n p e r i o d w h e n i t w a s 
b u r i e d u n d e r t h e b a n k o f t h e N o r m a n 
d e f e n c e s ( w h i c h c a n b e seen o n t o p o f i t ) . 
T h i s p a r t o f t h e w a l l w a s e x p o s e d i n 1 8 9 2 
w h e n s o m e o f t h e b a n k w a s r e m o v e d t o 
m a k e t h e p a t h w h i c h c u t s t h r o u g h t h e w a l l . 
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I T h e R o m a n t o w n w a l l 
w h e r e i t d i v ides t h e L o w e r 
a n d U p p e r Cas t l e Park . T h e 
w a l l w a s o r i g i n a l l y a b o u t 
e i g h t f e e t t h i c k w i t h ve r t i ca l 
f a c e s f r o n t a n d b a c k . T h e 
o u t e r f a c e has l a rge l y b e e n 
d e s t r o y e d a n d c u t b a c k b y 
s t o n e r o b b e r s a n d t h e 
e f f ec t s o f t h e w e a t h e r . T h e 
su rv i v ing w a l l n o w cons is ts 
o f t h e c o r e a n d t h e i n n e r 
f a c e , w h i c h i s we l l p rese rved 
b e c a u s e i t w a s b u r i e d un t i l 
r e l a t i v e l y r e c e n t l y ( t h e 
1 8 5 0 s ) . T h e c o r e ( s h o w n 
h e r e ) is c o v e r e d w i t h a 
m o d e r n p r o t e c t i v e ' s k i n ' o f 
s t o n e . 

Roman gate 

(Duncan's gate) 

Roman street 
(under park) 

Roman 

drain 

Roman 

'mithraeum' 

(under park) 

— probably 

a Roman 

waterworks 

H T h e w e l l - p r e s e r v e d r e m a i n s o f D u n c a n ' s 
G a t e , t h e n a r r o w R o m a n g a t e w h i c h i s n a m e d 
a f t e r Dr P M D u n c a n w h o d i s c o v e r e d i t in 
1 8 5 3 . I t i s h o p e d t h a t t h e g a t e c a n b e re­
o p e n e d a s p a r t o f t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s t o t h e 
Cas t l e Park a f t e r o v e r 1 5 0 0 years o f d i suse . 

G T w o gr i l les ( o n e i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d ) 
o v e r l y i n g t h e t o p o f a R o m a n t i le d r a i n . 
T h e d r a i n t o o k excess w a t e r f r o m a n e a r b y 
R o m a n b u i l d i n g a n d c a r r i e d i t d o w n t h e 
hi l l a n d t h r o u g h D u n c a n ' s G a t e s o a s t o 
d i s c h a r g e i n t o t h e t o w n d i t c h w h i c h w a s 
i m m e d i a t e l y b e y o n d t h e t o w n w a l l . T h e 
b u i l d i n g u s e d t o be i n t e r p r e t e d as a 
p a r t i c u l a r t y p e o f t e m p l e ( a ' m i t h r a e u m ' ) , 
b u t a w a t e r w o r k s is a m o r e l i ke l y 
e x p l a n a t i o n . T h e b u i l d i n g w a s k e p t o p e n 
f o r v i e w f o r m a n y yea rs , b u t w a s f i l l ed i n 
d u r i n g t h e 1 9 6 0 s . Its s i te i s n o w pa r t l y 
u n d e r t h e c h i l d r e n ' s p l a y g r o u n d . 
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Julian 
Richards 
in conversation... 
Julian Richards, creator and presenter 
of BBC 2's Meet the Ancestors, talks 
to Philip Crummy about his 
fascination with science-
based archaeology 

W a g e s t o a r c h a e o l o g y 
M y in te res t i n a r c h a e o l o g y s t a r t e d b y 
a c c i d e n t rea l ly . I le f t s c h o o l w i t h no 
c l e a r i d e a o f w h a t I w a n t e d t o d o a n d , 
t o f i l l i n b e t w e e n s c h o o l a n d r e - t a k i n g 
A - l eve l s , I h a d to w o r k f o r a y e a r . I g o t 
a j o b as a w a g e s c le rk , b u t I f e l t I 
c o u l d n ' t s t a n d t h a t f o r a y e a r so I w e n t 
i n t o m y l oca l m u s e u m i n N o t t i n g h a m 
t o see i f t h e y h a d a n y w o r k . T h e K e e p e r 
o f A r t sa id t h a t h e h a d n ' t , b u t i n s t e a d 
t o l d m e a b o u t a d i g jus t b e g i n n i n g i n 
t h e t o w n . T h e a r c h a e o l o g i s t i n c h a r g e 
t o o k m e o n a s a v o l u n t e e r a n d f r o m t h e 
very b e g i n n i n g I j us t l o v e d i t . I j us t 
f o u n d d i g g i n g s o e x c i t i n g : f i n d i n g 
t h i n g s t h a t c o u l d te l l a s to ry — w o r k i n g 
o u t s i d e , d o i n g s o m e t h i n g d i f f i c u l t — 
a n d see ing p a r t o f t h e h i s to ry o f m y 
h o m e t o w n e m e r g e f r o m t h e d i r t . 

I f o u n d i t a l l v e r y f a s c i n a t i n g 
b e c a u s e I 'd b e e n b o r e d b y h is to ry a t 
s c h o o l . T h i s w a s b e c a u s e o f t h e w a y 
t h e s u b j e c t w a s t a u g h t — y o u k n o w , 
k i ngs , p o p e s , d a t e s , a n d t r ea t i es — b u t 
a r c h a e o l o g y i s h i s t o r y a b o u t r e a l 
p e o p l e a n d e v e r y d a y l i fe . A l m o s t f r o m 
t h a t f i rs t d a y as a v o l u n t e e r , I d e c i d e d 
t h a t t h a t w a s w h a t I w a n t e d t o d o . So I 
c o n t i n u e d t o d i g f o r a c o u p l e o f yea rs , 
t h e n I w e n t t o R e a d i n g Un i ve rs i t y t o 
s tudy a r c h a e - o l o g y , a n d I 've w o r k e d a s 
a n a r c h a e - o l o g i s t eve r s i nce . 

B e f o r e Meet the Ancestors 
As p a r t o f my d e g r e e , I d i d a f i e l d 
p r o j e c t s t u d y i n g m e d i e v a l s e t t l e m e n t 
p a t t e r n s o n t h e Be rksh i re D o w n s . T h i s 
g o t m e i n v o l v e d w i t h f i e l d w a l k i n g , 
e a r t h w o r k su rvey a n d a e r i a l p h o t o ­
g r a p h p l o t t i n g a n d th i s led t o m y f i rs t 
j o b . Just a b o u t t h e t i m e t h a t I w a s 
f i n i s h i n g my d e g r e e c o u r s e , I h e a r d 
t h a t t h e y w e r e s e t t i n g u p a n 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l u n i t i n Be rksh i re a n d 
w a s i n t r o d u c e d t o t h e u n i t d i r e c t o r w h o 
w a s l o o k i n g f o r t e m p o r a r y h e l p s e t t i n g 
u p a si tes a n d m o n u m e n t s r e c o r d f o r 
t h e c o u n t y . O n e s h o r t - t e r m c o n t r a c t 

f o l l o w e d a n o t h e r , so I e n d e d up s t a y i n g 
in Be rksh i re f o r a b o u t f i ve yea rs as a 
f i e l d o f f i c e r un t i l t h e c o u n t i e s w i t h i n 
W e s s e x ( B e r k s h i r e , H a m p s h i r e , 
W i l t s h i r e , D o r s e t a n d t h e Isle o f W i g h t ) 
a l l g o t a m a l g a m a t e d t o f o r m w h a t i s 
n o w W e s s e x A r c h a e o l o g y . A t t h i s t i m e 
( 1 9 8 0 ) I w a s t r a n s f e r r e d t o Sa l i sbu ry 
a n d w a s a s k e d t o d i r e c t t h e 
S t o n e h e n g e Env i rons p r o j e c t , a f a n t a s t ­
ic o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a p r e h i s t o r i a n — I 
h a d a b a n d o n e d m e d i e v a l s t u d i e s a 
l o n g t i m e a g o . T o b e a s k e d i f y o u 
w o u l d l ike t o l o o k a t t h e S t o n e h e n g e 
l a n d s c a p e a n d b e i n v o l v e d i n f i e l d w o r k , 
e x c a v a t i o n a n d i n t e r p r e t i n g t h a t i n c r e d ­
ib le l a n d s c a p e w a s jus t a w o n d e r f u l 
g i f t . T h a t o c c u p i e d m e f o r a b o u t t e n 
yea rs , w i t h a b o u t f ive yea rs o f f i e l d w o r k 
a n d e x c a v a t i o n a n d t h e n a l e n g t h y 
p e r i o d o f w r i t i n g u p . 

D u r i n g t h a t t i m e , I a l so w r o t e v a r i o u s 
g u i d e b o o k s a n d w a l k s ' l ea f l e t s , a n d I 
d i d a lo t o f t e a c h i n g as w e l l . A n d i n f a c t 
d u r i n g t h e 1 9 8 0 s , I h a d my f i rs t i n vo l ve ­
m e n t w i t h T V . Peop le a re a lways m a k i n g 
p r o g r a m m e s a b o u t S t o n e h e n g e s o 
t h e r e a r e v a r i o u s d r e a d f u l p i c t u r e s o f 
m e — w i t h a n e v e n w o r s e h a i r c u t t h a n 
t o d a y — d e s c r i b i n g my f i e l d w a l k i n g 
e x p e r i e n c e s . T h a t l as ted t h r o u g h t i l l 
a b o u t 1 9 9 0 w h e n I le f t W e s s e x A r c h a e ­
o l o g y a n d t o g e t h e r w i t h Pete C o x a n d 
J o h n H a w k e s , t w o o t h e r e x - W e s s e x 
p r o j e c t m a n a g e r s , f o r m e d A C A r c h a e ­
o l o g y . Fo r m e , th i s l as ted f o r t h r e e 
yea rs , d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e I b e c a m e c o n ­
v i n c e d t h a t c o n t r a c t a r c h a e o l o g y w a s 
r u i n i n g m y e n j o y m e n t o f t h e s u b j e c t 
t h a t I l o v e d . I t 's easy f o r th i s t o h a p p e n 
w h e n bus iness t a k e s over , so t h e n I 
w e n t t o w o r k f o r Eng l i sh H e r i t a g e a s a 
f i e l d w o r k e r o n t h e M o n u m e n t s P r o t e c ­
t i o n P r o g r a m m e . T h i s b r o u g h t m e b a c k 
t o m y f i e l d w o r k roo ts , d e a l i n g w i t h f i e l d 
m o n u m e n t s i n W i l t s h i r e , H a m p s h i r e 
a n d t h e Isle o f W i g h t . A n d t h e n c a m e 
t h e f i rs t ser ies of Meet the Ancestors. 

Meet the Ancestors 
T h e p r o g r a m m e rea l l y c a m e a b o u t 

b e c a u s e , i n a b o u t 1 9 9 4 , I w a s i n v o l v e d 
w i t h a p r o g r a m m e f o r t h e BBC in a 
ser ies c a l l e d Secrets of Lost Empires. 
T h e w h o l e se r ies w a s t o d o w i t h 
e n g i n e e r i n g c h a l l e n g e s f r o m t h e pas t , 
a n d o n e o f t h e m w a s h o w t o b u i l d 
S t o n e h e n g e , o b v i o u s l y s o m e t h i n g t h a t 
h a d e x e r c i s e d p e o p l e ' s i m a g i n a t i o n 
a n d s p e c u l a t i o n f o r m a n y yea rs . T h i s 
w a s a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o t ry a n e x p e r i m e n t 
w i t h fu l l - s i zed r e p l i c a s tones — y o u 
k n o w , f o r t y - t o n u p r i g h t s a n d a t e n - t o n 
l i n t e l . T h e i d e a w a s t o h a v e a n 
e n g i n e e r w h o w o r k s o u t h o w i t c a n b e 
d o n e a n d a n a r c h a e o l o g i s t w h o te l ls 
t h e m w h a t t h e y c a n a n d c a n ' t d o i n 
t e r m s o f t h e p e r i o d t h a t t h e y ' r e w o r k i n g 
w i t h i n . S o b e c a u s e o f m y i n v o l v e m e n t 
w i t h S t o n e h e n g e , I w a s a s k e d i f I w o u l d 
l ike t o b e t h e a r c h a e o l o g i s t o n t h a t 
p r o g r a m m e , a n d i t w a s b r i l l i an t f u n . I t 
w a s rea l l y w h a t i n t r o d u c e d m e t o f i l m ­
m a k i n g , a n d w h a t led m e ( a d m i t t e d l y a 
c o u p l e o f yea rs la te r ) t o p u t t i n g t h e 
i d e a of Meet the Ancestors to t h e B B C . 

W h i c h e p i s o d e ? 
I t 's d i f f i c u l t t o w o r k o u t w h i c h i s y o u r 
f a v o u r i t e p r o g r a m m e a n d w h y . I t ' s 
o f t e n a m i x t u r e o f an i n t e r e s t i n g b u r i a l , 
a b e a u t i f u l l o c a t i o n a n d p e r h a p s s o m e ­
b o d y o n si te w h o has b e e n p a r t i c u l a r l y 
n i c e t o w o r k w i t h . I t h i n k a l l t h e 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s t h a t w e ' v e w o r k e d w i t h 
h a v e b e e n g r e a t , a n d i t ' s b e e n a 
p l e a s u r e f o r m e t o w o r k w i t h t h e m a l l . 
B u t I t h i n k my f a v o u r i t e s i te i s p r o b a b l y 
o n e f r o m t h e f i rs t ser ies, f r o m D o n e g a l 
i n I r e l a n d , b u t m a y b e I ' m b e i n g 
s e d u c e d b y t h e w o n d e r f u l l o c a t i o n , a n 
ea r l y C h r i s t i a n b u r i a l s i te o n t h e c o a s t 
o f D o n e g a l Bay. T h e a r c h a e o l o g y w a s 
e x c i t i n g a n d u n p r e d i c t a b l e , a n d I t h i n k 
t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f t h a t , p l u s t h e 
l o c a t i o n a n d t h e s tory t h a t e m e r g e d , 
h a v e le f t q u i t e a n i m p r e s s i o n o n m e . 

S c i e n c e i n a r c h a e o l o g y 
B u t d i f f e r e n t p r o g r a m m e s g r a b y o u i n 
d i f f e r e n t w a y s . T a k e t h e b u r i a l s i te a t 
C r a n b o r n e in D o r s e t — t h e N e o l i t h i c 
s i te w i t h a w o m a n b u r i e d w i t h t h r e e 
s m a l l c h i l d r e n . I t a s t o n i s h e d m e w h a t 
t h e si te c o u l d te l l us . A s s o m e b o d y w h o 
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Richards on site in 
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(photo's courtesy of 
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h a d e x c a v a t e d N e o l i t h i c m u l t i p l e bu r i a l 
g r o u p s , I k n e w t h a t rea l l y y o u h a d n ' t 
b e e n a b l e t o say very m u c h a b o u t t h e m 
i n t h e pas t . N o w w i t h m o d e r n s c i e n c e , 
w e c a n te l l n o t o n l y w h a t sex t h e 
c h i l d r e n w e r e , b u t w e c a n a c t u a l l y f i n d 
o u t a b o u t t h e k i n s h i p o f t h e p e o p l e 
b u r i e d i n t h e s a m e g r a v e g r o u p . T h a t 
rea l ly a s t o n i s h e d m e . I t m a k e s y o u 
t h i n k , g o o d h e a v e n s , i f w e c a n d o th i s 
f o r p l aces l ike C r a n b o r n e , c a n ' t w e 
a p p l y t h e s e sor t o f t e c h n i q u e s t o o t h e r 
sites? C a n ' t w e e x p a n d t h e use o f th i s 
sc i ence o u t w a r d s ? I t 's g o i n g t o te l l u s 
s u c h a n a w f u l lo t a b o u t t h e s t r u c t u r e o f 
p reh i s to r i c soc ie ty a n d a b o u t p e o p l e ' s 
m o v e m e n t s . 

I t 's b e e n a h u g e e y e - o p e n e r s e e i n g 
t h e p o t e n t i a l t h a t ' s t h e r e . I t h i n k t h a t a t 
t h e m o m e n t i t i s largely u n t a p p e d , p r o b ­
a b l y b e c a u s e a lo t o f t h i s s c i e n c e is very 
new, a n d a lso i t i s o f t e n n o t w i t h i n a r c h ­
a e o l o g i s t s ' r e m i t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f t h e y ' r e 
d o i n g c o m m e r c i a l l y - f u n d e d e x c a v ­
a t i o n s . Y o u k n o w t h e a r c h a e o l o g i s t s 
a r e t h e r e t o d i g si tes a n d t a k e t h e a n ­
alysis to a c e r t a i n s t a g e . B u t d e v e l o p e r s 
a re n o t very k e e n t o p a y f o r t h i n g s l ike 
D N A s tud ies a n d i s o t o p e ana l ys i s . 

W h e n I t a l k e d t o P a u l B u d d a n d 
J a n e t M o n t g o m e r y a t B r a d f o r d U n i ­
vers i ty w h o do a lo t o f w o r k on i s o t o p e s , 
I w a s very su rp r i sed to f i n d t h a t t h e y 

w e r e h a v i n g g r e a t d i f f i cu l t y p e r s u a d i n g 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s a n d c u r a t o r s t o let t h e m 
h a v e s a m p l e s t o s tudy , b e c a u s e p e o p l e 
f e l t t h e i r m e t h o d s w e r e n e w a n d t h e y 
w e r e n ' t c e r t a i n o f t h e resu l ts . W e l l , t h a t 
s t r ikes m e a s b i za r re b e c a u s e i f y o u 
d o n ' t expe r imen t , y o u wil l never a d v a n c e . 
A n d y o u k n o w t h e s e tes ts a r e n o t s o 
des t ruc t i ve a s t h e o l d - f a s h i o n e d c a r b o n -
s a m p l i n g used t o b e , w h e r e y o u b u r n t 
h a l f t h e s k e l e t o n to g e t a r a d i o - c a r b o n 
d a t e . T h e f a c t i s t h a t s o m e o f t h e results 
f r o m o u r s a m p l e s h a v e s h o w n t h a t t h e 
m e t h o d rea l l y w o r k s . S o h o p e f u l l y w e 
h a v e h a d s o m e b e n e f i c i a l i n f l u e n c e . 

T h e T i m e T e a m 
T h e T i m e T e a m i s a very d i f f e r e n t 
p r o g r a m m e to Meet the Ancestors a n d 
t h e y ' r e s h o w i n g a d i f f e r e n t so r t o f 
a r c h a e o l o g y . I 've a l w a y s a g r e e d w i t h 
M i c k A s t o n t h a t t h e T i m e T e a m has 
d o n e a g o o d j o b i n r a i s i ng t h e p u b l i c 
p ro f i l e o f a r c h a e o l o g y , b u t i t 's n o t ' r e a l ' 
a r c h a e o l o g y b e c a u s e y o u d o n ' t d o si tes 
i n t h r e e d a y s . M i c k ' s r e s p o n s e h a s 
a l w a y s b e e n t h a t c e r t a i n e v a l u a t i o n s 
a r e c a r r i e d o u t i n a s h o r t p e r i o d o f 
t i m e , b u t n o r m a l l y y o u w o u l d n ' t d r e a m 
o f t r y i n g t o e v a l u a t e a m a j o r R o m a n 
v i l la c o m p l e x o r a c h u n k o f u r b a n 
s t r a t i g r a p h y i n t h r e e d a y s . B u t t h a t i s 
t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e i r p r o g r a m m e a n d 

w h a t g ives i t a c e r t a i n e d g e — t h e r a c e 
a g a i n s t t i m e . I h o p e w h a t w e ' r e d o i n g 
t h o u g h i s s h o w i n g ' r e a l ' a r c h a e o l o g y , 
w h e r e t h e d i g g i n g m i g h t b e s p e e d y b u t 
i s n ' t c a r r i e d o u t a t a n a r t i f i c ia l p a c e , 
a n d w h e r e t h e ana lys i s g o e s o n f o r 
m o n t h s a n d m o n t h s a f t e r t h e e n d o f 
t h e e x c a v a t i o n . 

R e c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e p a s t 
A r c h a e o l o g i s t s o f t e n ask , w h y d o w e d o 
s o m a n y f a c i a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s ? A n d ye t 
i t 's o n e o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t f a s c i n a t e s t h e 
v i ewe rs . Yes , m a y b e a s a r c h a e o l o g i s t s , 
i t ' s w i t h i n o u r e x p e r i e n c e t o h o l d 
t o g e t h e r e v e r y t h i n g t h a t t h e s c i e n c e 
a n d t h e a r c h a e o l o g y has t o l d u s a n d 
m a y b e c r e a t e v i sua l p i c t u res i n o u r o w n 
m i n d s a s t o w h a t w a s g o i n g o n a n d 
w h a t a n a r e a a n d a p e r s o n l o o k e d l ike . 
B u t f o r t h e p e o p l e w h o a r e n ' t u s e d t o 
t h i s , w h o a r e n ' t u s e d t o p u l l i n g a l l th i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n t o g e t h e r , s h o w i n g t h e m a 
l a n d s c a p e a n d s h o w i n g t h e m a p e r s o n 
o n w h o m y o u c a n a c t u a l l y p l a c e a l l o f 
t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n is a ve ry e f f e c t i v e 
a p p r o a c h . Fac ia l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s ce r t ­
a i n l y w o r k f o r m e , a n d I f i n d i t as g r i p ­
p i n g a s eve r t o see t h e p e r s o n w h o s e 
r e m a i n s w e ' v e j us t s e e n e x c a v a t e d 
rea l ly c o m i n g t o l i fe . 

W i t h t h a n k s t o J u l i a n R i c h a r d s . 
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2000 or 2001? 
We take the calendar for granted, but it is very important to us all 
because it governs our lives. For our society to function properly 
and efficiently, we all need to know when to work and trade and 
when to rest and play. Our calendar, and the way of counting the 
passage of t ime, have both evolved over a long period. The latest 
change was unusual in that it was populist rather than official. Its 
effect was to rob the 20th century of a year. 

L i k e e v e r y w h e r e e l s e , C o l c h e s t e r 
c e l e b r a t e d t h e s ta r t o f t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y 
o n J a n u a r y 1st 1 9 0 1 . C e l e b r a t i o n s w e r e 
m u t e d . T h e r e w e r e v a r i o u s m i d n i g h t 
serv ices i n m a n y o f t h e c h u r c h e s a n d 
spec ia l d i n n e r s t h e e v e n i n g b e f o r e i n 
s o m e o f t h e ho te l s a n d p u b s . H o w e v e r , 
s u b d u e d o r n o t , n o b o d y w a s i n a n y 
d o u b t t h a t 1 9 0 1 a n d n o t 1 9 0 0 w a s t h e 
s ta r t o f t h e n e w c e n t u r y . 

Las t y e a r o n l y spo i l spo r t s (o f w h i c h 
t h e r e a r e very m a n y ) d a r e d t o r isk 
s p o i l i n g t h e p a r t y b y s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i t 
w a s to s ta r t a y e a r t o o s o o n , b u t t h e r e i s 
n o d o u b t t h a t s t r ic t ly s p e a k i n g t h e nex t 
m i l l e n n i u m s h o u l d n o t b e g i n u n t i l 
J a n u a r y 1st 2 0 0 1 . 

T h e r e a s o n i s s i m p l e e n o u g h : i t i s 
b e c a u s e t h e f i rs t y e a r o f t h e 1st c e n t u r y 
w a s ' A D 1 ' , n o t ' A D 0 ' . T h i s m e a n s t h a t 

t h e n e x t c e n t u r y b e g a n a h u n d r e d 
years la te r , i e i n 1 0 1 . I t c o u l d n o t s ta r t 
i n A D 1 0 0 b e c a u s e t h a t w a s o n l y 9 9 
yea rs la te r . T h u s f o r t h e s a m e r e a s o n , 
t h e nex t m i l l e n n i u m s h o u l d c lea r l y s ta r t 
i n 2 0 0 1 , n o t 2 0 0 0 . 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , t h e a b s e n c e o f a y e a r 
z e r o w a s n o t a m i s t a k e . T o h a v e c a l l e d 
a y e a r ' z e r o ' w o u l d h a v e b e e n n o n ­
sense , b e c a u s e i t w o u l d be l ike s a y i n g 
t h a t t h e y e a r d i d n o t ex is t . I t w o u l d h a v e 
b e e n i l l o g i c a l . I t 's l ike t h e d a y s o f t h e 
m o n t h . Jus t a s w e ca l l t h e f i rs t d a y o f 
M a y ' M a y 1st ' a n d n o t ' M a y 0 ' , t h e n s o 
t o o t h e f i rs t y e a r o f e a c h c e n t u r y has t o 
b e c a l l e d ' 1 ' , ' 1 0 1 ' , ' 2 0 1 ' , a n d s o o n . 

O u r c a l e n d a r o r i g i n a t e d i n t h e 
R o m a n p e r i o d . A t f i rs t t h e R o m a n 
c a l e n d a r w a s b a s e d o n a 1 2 - m o n t h 
l u n a r y e a r w i t h e x t r a days a n d m o n t h s 
a d d e d o c c a s i o n a l l y t o k e e p i t r o u g h l y i n 
l i n e w i t h t h e s e a s o n s . Y e a r s w e r e 
c o u n t e d f r o m t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f R o m e 
w h i c h w a s p l a c e d a t 7 3 5 BC . L ike 
a n c i e n t c a l e n d a r s i n g e n e r a l , i t w a s n o t 
very a c c u r a t e a n d w o u l d d r i f t b a d l y o u t 
o f sync w i t h t h e seasons . 

A m a j o r r e f o r m u n d e r Ju l ius C a e s a r 
i n B C 4 6 e f f e c t i v e l y g a v e u s t h e 
c a l e n d a r t h a t w e use t o d a y . His r e f o r m 
p r o v e d very e f f ec t i ve b e c a u s e i t w a s 
b a s e d o n g o o d - q u a l i t y sc ien t i f i c d a t a 
p r o v i d e d b y a s t r o n o m e r s , a n d b e c a u s e 
l u n a r m o n t h s w e r e d i t c h e d i n f a v o u r o f 
t h e so la r yea r . T h e t r i ck w a s t o f ix t h e 
l e n g t h o f t h e y e a r f i rs t a n d t h e n re­
d e f i n e t h e n u m b e r o f days i n e a c h 
m o n t h t o m a t c h . 

N o t o n l y w a s t h e l e n g t h o f t h e y e a r 
fa i r l y a c c u r a t e l y k n o w n a t th i s t i m e , b u t 
i t w a s a l so r e c o g n i s e d t h a t i t i nvo l ved a 
f r a c t i o n o f a d a y . T h e e a r t h sp ins l ike a 
t o p as i t m o v e s i n its o r b i t a r o u n d t h e 
s u n , e a c h sp i n c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o a d a y 
a n d e a c h o r b i t t o a yea r . T h e f r a c t i o n o f 
a d a y c o m e s a b o u t b e c a u s e t h e r e i s n o t 
a n e x a c t n u m b e r o f sp ins i n e a c h o rb i t . 
T h e so la r y e a r w a s r e c k o n e d t o b e 
3 6 5 1 / 4 d a y s , s o t h e s t a n d a r d y e a r i n t h e 
J u l i a n c a l e n d a r w a s se t a t 3 6 5 d a y s . 
T h e l e n g t h s o f t h e m o n t h s w e r e 
a d j u s t e d t o 3 1 a n d 3 0 days a l t e r n a t e l y 
e x c e p t f o r F e b r u a r y w h i c h w a s t o b e 2 9 
d a y s . T h e o d d 1 / 4 d a y w a s a c c o u n t e d f o r 
b y a d d i n g , a s w e stil l d o t o d a y , a n e x t r a 
d a y t o F e b r u a r y every f o u r yea rs . O t h e r 
c h a n g e s i n t r o d u c e d a t t h i s t i m e i n ­
c l u d e d s w i t c h i n g t h e s ta r t o f t h e y e a r 
f r o m M a r c h 1st t o J a n u a r y 1st a n d 
e x t e n d i n g t h e y e a r B C 4 6 t o 4 4 5 days 
t o c o r r e c t a se r i ous m i s - m a t c h w h i c h 
h a d d e v e l o p e d b e t w e e n t h e o l d 
c a l e n d a r a n d t h e seasons o f t h e year . Advertisement from a local newspaper of 1901 (courtesy of the Essex 

Local and Family Studies Centre at Colchester Library). 
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U n d e r A u g u s t u s , t h e s y m m e t r y o f t h e 
n e w c a l e n d a r w a s u p s e t w h e n A u g u s t 
w a s n a m e d a f t e r h i m . A d a y w a s t a k e n 
f r o m F e b r u a r y a n d a d d e d t o A u g u s t , 
a n d t h e l e n g t h s o f t h e f o l l o w i n g m o n t h s 
w e r e c h a n g e d f r o m 3 0 t o 3 1 d a y s a n d 
vice versa. 

T h e J u l i a n c a l e n d a r w a s w i d e l y u s e d 
f o r m o r e t h a n 1 , 5 0 0 yea rs . H o w e v e r , 
b e c a u s e t h e so la r y e a r i s a b o u t 11 1 /4 
m i n u t e s s h o r t o f 3 6 5 1 / 4 d a y s , t h e 
seasons a g a i n g r a d u a l l y c r e p t o u t o f 
t i m e w i t h t h e c a l e n d a r . B y 1 5 8 2 , t h i s 
d i s c r e p a n c y h a d g r o w n t o a b o u t t e n 
d a y s a n d P o p e G r e g o r y X I I I d e c i d e d 
t h a t f u r t h e r r e f o r m w a s n e e d e d . H e 
c o r r e c t e d t h e a c c u m u l a t e d i m b a l a n c e 
b e t w e e n t h e s e a s o n s a n d t h e c a l e n d a r 
b y o r d e r i n g t h a t t e n d a y s b e d r o p p e d 
f r o m O c t o b e r , a n d h e r e d u c e d t h e 
d i s c r e p a n c y b e t w e e n t h e so la r a n d c a l -
e n d a r years b y d e c r e e i n g t h a t c e n t u r y 
yea rs s h o u l d o n l y be l e a p years i f t h e y 
c o u l d b e d i v i d e d b y f o u r h u n d r e d . T h i s 
h a d t h e e f f e c t o f r e d u c i n g t h e d i f f e r -
e n c e b e t w e e n c a l e n d a r a n d so la r y e a r 
t o o n l y 2 6 s e c o n d s . B r i t a i n a d o p t e d t h e 
G r e g o r i a n c a l e n d a r i n 1 7 5 2 a n d w e 
h a v e b e e n u s i n g i t eve r s i nce . 

T h e A D s y s t e m o f c o u n t i n g t h e years 
( a n n o Domini) has a t its s t a r t i n g p o i n t 

t h e b i r t h o f Chr i s t . T h e s y s t e m s e e m s t o 
h a v e o r i g i n a t e d i n t h e ea r l y 6 t h c e n t u r y 
w h e n a n a b b o t n a m e d D i o n y s i u s 
E x i g u u s u s e d i t t o c o m p i l e t a b l e s 
p r e d i c t i n g w h e n Easter w o u l d f a l l . H e 
d i d th is in p r e f e r e n c e to a s y s t e m in use 
a t t h e t i m e ( a n n o D i o c l e t i a n i o r t h e ' E r a 
o f t h e M a r t y r s ' ) w h i c h t o o k a s i ts 
s t a r t i n g p o i n t t h e y e a r A D 2 8 4 w h i c h 
w a s i n t h e r e i g n o f t h e R o m a n e m p e r o r 
D i o c l e t i a n , w h o w a s n o t o r i o u s f o r his 
p e r s e c u t i o n o f t h e C h r i s t i a n s . 

D i o n y s i u s h a d t o w o r k o u t w h e n 
Chr i s t w a s b o r n a n d co r rec t l y (as ex -
p l a i n e d ea r l i e r ) d e f i n e d th i s y e a r a s ' A D 
1 ' r a t h e r t h a n ' A D 0 ' . H o w e v e r , h e w a s 
a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y w r o n g a b o u t t h e y e a r 
Ch r i s t ' s b i r t h d a y a n d set his AD 1 a f e w 
years l a te r t h a n i t s h o u l d h a v e b e e n . 
T h e G o s p e l o f S t M a t t h e w s ta tes t h a t 
Chr i s t w a s b o r n i n t h e r e i g n o f H e r o d 
t h e G r e a t w h o m w e k n o w f r o m o t h e r 
sources d i e d in 4 BC. T h e y e a r o f Chr i s t ' s 
b i r t h is sti l l a m a t t e r of c o n s i d e r a b l e 
d e b a t e b u t m o s t h i s t o r i a n s f a v o u r 
a r o u n d 6 o r 5 BC . On th is bas is , t h e 
n e w m i l l e n n i u m s t a r t e d i n A D 1 9 9 5 o r 
1 9 9 6 . ( I n c i d e n t a l l y , t h e use o f B C 
( b e f o r e Chr i s t ) i s m u c h la te r . Its i n t r o -
d u c t i o n is c r e d i t e d to a F r e n c h a s t r o -
n o m e r i n 6 3 2 . ) 

O f c o u r s e , p e d a n t s as i de , e v e r y b o d y 
n o w r e c k o n s t h a t 2 0 0 0 i s t h e s ta r t o f 
t h e n e w m i l l e n n i u m . G o v e r n m e n t , 
bus inesses , t h e m e d i a , a n d t h e p u b l i c i n 
g e n e r a l — p re t t y we l l e v e r y b o d y — al l 
a c c e p t i t . T h e b u i l d - u p f o r t h e s ta r t o f 
2 0 0 0 m a d e t h e p a r t y i r res is t ib le . W e 
h a v e e f fec t i ve l y s e e n a n u n o f f i c i a l , t r u l y 
' p o p u l a r ' r e f o r m o f t h e c a l e n d a r i n 
w h i c h t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y h a s b e e n 
r e d u c e d t o 9 9 years i n l e n g t h . 

U l t i m a t e l y , d o e s i t a l l m a t t e r a n y -
w a y ? W h y n o t r e g a r d t h e n e w m i l l e n -
n i u m a s s t a r t i n g i n 2 0 0 0 i f t h a t i s w h a t 
m o s t p e o p l e fee l i s r i gh t? O u r c a l e n d a r 
i s o n l y a n a b s t r a c t a n d t e m p o r a r y 
m e a n s t o a n e n d , a m e r e set o f labe ls 
w h i c h m o s t o f t h e w o r l d uses t o g o v e r n 
o u r l ives. T h e r e w i l l b e n o phys ica l 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t h e n e w m i l l e n n i u m i n 
t h e rea l w o r l d o u t s i d e m a n k i n d . T h e 
l e n g t h o f t h e so la r y e a r i s a p r o d u c t o f 
t h e e a r t h ' s o r b i t a l s p e e d a n d its d is t -
a n c e f r o m t h e s u n . O u r y e a r c o u l d s o 
eas i ly h a v e b e e n l o n g e r o r s h o r t e r t h a n 
i t is. W e h a v e r e a c h e d t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 
b u t o n l y b e c a u s e w e h a v e e i g h t f i n g e r s 
a n d t w o t h u m b s a n d c o u n t i n t e n s . I f 
w e h a d t w o e x t r a f i n g e r s a n d c o u n t e d i n 
a d u o d e c i m a l s y s t e m i n s t e a d , w e ' d n o w 
r e c k o n t o b e i n t h e 1 7 t h c e n t u r y ! 

Butt Road burial 
R o m a n r i t u a l o r e x e c u t i o n ? 
P o s t - m o r t e m d e c a p i t a t i o n i s a w e l l - k n o w n p r a c t i c e i n t h e R o m a n w o r l d , a l t h o u g h t h e r e a s o n f o r 
i t i s o b s c u r e . I t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t i n m a n y cases t h e h e a d w a s r e m o v e d c a r e f u l l y b y g e n t l y s l i c ing 
b e t w e e n t w o n e c k v e r t a b r a e s o t h a t b o n e d a m a g e w a s m i n i m a l . T h e h e a d w a s t h e n p l a c e d i n 
t h e g r a v e s o m e w h e r e o t h e r t h a n a t t h e h e a d e n d . H o w e v e r , a r e c e n t l y - d i s c o v e r e d 4 t h - c e n t u r y 

e x a m p l e a t B u t t R o a d s h o w s a m u c h m o r e c r u d e f o r m o f d e c a p i t a t i o n , 

c h o p r e m o v i n g 
s u r f a c e o f b o n e 

g l a n c i n g 
b l o w 

a n g l e o f 
c h o p 

w h e r e t h e h e a d w a s r e m o v e d i n a m o r e b r u t a l f a s h i o n . 
Severa l cu t s a r o u n d t h e b a c k o f t h e sku l l f r o m B u t t R o a d s h o w 

t h a t m o r e t h a n o n e a t t e m p t w a s m a d e t o r e m o v e t h e h e a d w i t h 
a s i ng le , v i o l e n t b l o w . M o r e o v e r , t h e s p i na l c o l u m n just b e l o w 

t h e h e a d w a s s l i ced c l e a n t h r o u g h a t a n a n g l e o f a b o u t 4 5 
d e g r e e s a s i f t h e m a n h a d b o w e d his h e a d f o r w a r d t o rece ive 
t h e b l o w . 

T h e m a n w a s b u r i e d w i t h s o m e c o n s i d e r a t i o n , b e c a u s e 
h e h a d b e e n c a r e f u l l y l a id o u t o n his b a c k ins ide a n a i l e d 
w o o d e n c o f f i n . T h e b o d y w a s p l a c e d i n t h e c o f f i n s u c h t h a t 
t h e r e w a s s p a c e f o r t h e h e a d h a d i t sti l l b e e n a t t a c h e d . T h i s 
c r e a t e s t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e h e a d w a s n o t o n l y r e m o v e d 
p o s t - m o r t e m , b u t t h a t i t h a d b e e n d e t a c h e d a f t e r t h e b o d y 

w a s p u t i n t h e c o f f i n . H o w e v e r , t h e cu t s a t t h e b a c k o f t h e 
sku l l s e e m t o ru le o u t r e m o v a l o f t h e h e a d w i t h t h e b o d y i n 

t h e c o f f i n , a l t h o u g h neve r the less r i t ua l d e c a p i t a t i o n a f t e r 
d e a t h stil l s e e m s f a r m o r e l ike ly t h a n e x e c u t i o n b y c h o p p i n g 
o f f t h e h e a d . 

T h e pos i t i ons a n d a n g l e s o f t h e c u t m a r k s o n t h e sku l l a r e 
c r u c i a l , b u t t h e sku l l i s sti l l i n p ieces a w a i t i n g r e s t o r a t i o n . W h e n 

th is i s d o n e , f u r t h e r s t u d y m a y h e l p so lve t h e puzz le o f w h e n a n d h o w 
t h e h e a d w a s r e m o v e d . 

T h e e x c a v a t i o n w a s f u n d e d b y t h e T r u s t ' s a c c o u n t a n t s , B e a u m o n t 
S e y m o u r , a s p a r t o f a s m a l l b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t a t t h e r ea r o f t h e i r p r e m i s e s . 

Plan of the grave; 

left, the skull ( d raw-

ing by Alec Wade). 
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Shopping in 
medieval Colchester 

by Dr Janet Cooper 
of the Victoria County History of Essex 

The sale of goods played an 
important part in the economy 
and life of medieval Colchester, 
as it does in the modern town. 
But there were some important 
differences between the two. 
Although there were permanent 
shops in the Middle Ages, the 
market (held on most days) and 
the three annual fairs were at 
least as important as sources of 
goods. 

T h e m a r k e t 
T h e m a r k e t w a s h e l d i n t h e H i g h S t ree t , 
f r o m its w e s t e r n ( H e a d S t r e e t / N o r t h 
H i l l ) e n d d o w n a s f a r a s a b o u t M a i d e n -
b u r g h S t ree t . N o t a g r e a t d e a l i s k n o w n 
o f its o r g a n i s a t i o n , b u t t h e b u t c h e r s 
h a d t h e i r s ta l ls , o r s h a m b l e s , n e a r W e s t 
S t o c k w e l l S t ree t ; t h e f i s h m o n g e r s s e e m 
t o h a v e b e e n o u t s i d e t h e Red L i o n ; a n d 
t h e b u t t e r m a r k e t w a s o u t s i d e t h e t o w n 
h a l l . T h e c o r n m a r k e t w a s h e l d a t t h e 
w e s t e n d o f t h e H i g h S t ree t , a n d t h e 
l e a t h e r - w o r k e r s ' stal ls m a y h a v e b e e n 
n e a r b y . O t h e r s ta l ls , i n t h e M i d d l e A g e s 
a s i n t h e 1 6 t h a n d 1 7 t h c e n t u r i e s , 
w o u l d h a v e so ld f r u i t a n d v e g e t a b l e s , 
shoes , g l oves , b a s k e t s , w o o d e n d i shes , 
a n d o t h e r s m a l l i t e m s . Pots m a y a l s o 
h a v e b e e n s o l d , b u t t h e y s e e m t o h a v e 
b e e n s u c h c h e a p a n d e v e r y d a y i t e m s 
t h a t t h e y w e r e n o t r e c o r d e d . 

T h e f a i r s 
T h e m a i n fa i r s w e r e t h e m i d s u m m e r 
fa i r , w h i c h b e l o n g e d t o S t J o h n ' s a b b e y 
a n d w a s h e l d o n S t J o h n ' s g r e e n , a n d 
S t D e n n i s ' s fa i r , w h i c h b e l o n g e d t o 
S t B o t o l p h ' s p r io ry a n d s e e m s t o h a v e 
b e e n h e l d n e a r t h e p r io ry i n t h e o p e n 
a r e a k n o w n a s Bu ry F ie ld ( n o w la rge l y 
o c c u p i e d by t h e bus s t a t i o n ) . T h e r e i s 
l i t t le d i r e c t e v i d e n c e f o r w h a t w a s so ld 
a t t h e fa i rs , b u t i t a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y 
i n c l u d e d t h e t w o m a i n p r o d u c t s o f 
m e d i e v a l C o l c h e s t e r , c l o t h a n d l e a t h e r 
g o o d s . I n t h e 1 6 t h c e n t u r y si lk r i b b o n s 
w e r e so ld a t t h e m i d s u m m e r f a i r , a n d 
t h e list o f t h o s e a t t e n d i n g S t D e n n i s ' s 
f a i r i n c l u d e d f l e t c h e r s , sad le rs , s o a p e r s , 
t a n n e r s , g o l d s m i t h s , h a b e r d a s h e r s , h o s ­
iers, g r o c e r s , p e w t e r e r s , i r o n m o n g e r s , 
a n d b a s k e t - m a k e r s . 

P e r m a n e n t s h o p s 
T h e s h o p s t h e m s e l v e s w e r e s m a l l — 
o n e p a r t i c u l a r l y t i ny o n e i n t h e H i g h 
S t ree t i n 1 4 2 0 w a s o n l y f ive f e e t w i d e 
a n d n i n e f e e t d e e p . S o m e t i m e s t h e i r 
o w n e r s o c c u p i e d u p p e r r o o m s o r solars 
bu i l t o v e r t h e m ; s o m e t i m e s s h o p s w e r e 
l eased i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f t h e s u r r o u n d ­
i n g r o o m s . O f t e n t h e y w e r e b o t h w o r k ­
s h o p a n d s h o p i n t h e m o d e r n sense . 
T h e y usua l l y h a d a d o o r f r o m t h e s t ree t 
w i t h b e s i d e i t a l a r g e u n g l a z e d w i n ­
d o w w h o s e s h u t t e r c o u l d b e let d o w n t o 

V . C . H . 

f o r m a t a b l e o n w h i c h w a r e s c o u l d b e 
d i s p l a y e d . 

T h e p e r m a n e n t s h o p s , w h i c h c o u l d 
b e o w n e d a n d r u n o n l y b y f r e e m e n o f 
t h e b o r o u g h , w e r e c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h e 
H i g h S t ree t , a l t h o u g h t h e r e w e r e o t h e r s 
i n N o r t h H i l l a n d a f e w i n s o m e o f t h e 
b a c k s t reets o f t h e t o w n . T h e y w o u l d 
h a v e so ld m a n y o f t h e g o o d s a l so a v a i l ­
a b l e i n t h e m a r k e t , b u t t o p r o t e c t t h e 
c o n s u m e r , s h o p k e e p e r s w e r e n o t a l l o w ­
e d t o b u y g r a i n , c a t t l e o r s i m i l a r g o o d s 
b e f o r e t h e y w e r e o f f e r e d f o r sa le i n t h e 
m a r k e t s o t h a t t h e y c o u l d t h e n resel l 
t h e m a t a h i g h e r p r i ce . T h e res t r i c t i on 
d i d n o t a p p l y t o t h e c r a f t s m e n , s u c h a s 
g o l d s m i t h s , s h o e m a k e r s a n d t a i l o r s , 
w h o m a d e g o o d s f o r sa le , n o r t o t h e 
m o r e spec ia l i sed s h o p s s u c h a s t h o s e o f 
t h e m e r c e r s , v i n tne rs a n d sp icers w h o 
so ld l uxu ry g o o d s l ike si lk a n d m u s l i n , 
w i n e , a n d p e p p e r , g i n g e r a n d s a f f r o n . 
I n s o m e t o w n s t h e s h o p s w e r e g r o u p e d 
by t r a d e , g i v i n g us s t ree t n a m e s l ike 
W o o d S t ree t o r M i l k S t ree t i n t h e C i ty o f 
L o n d o n . T h a t d o e s n o t s e e m t o h a v e 
h a p p e n e d i n C o l c h e s t e r , a l t h o u g h L o n g 
a n d S h o r t W y r e St reets m a y t a k e t h e i r 
n a m e f r o m w i r e - m a k e r s , a n d i n t h e 
1 3 8 0 s t h e r e w a s a C o o k R o w , a Bake ry 
R o w , a n d a C o r d w a i n e r s ' R o w ( fo r t h e 
m a k e r s o f f i n e l e a t h e r shoes ) i n o r n e a r 
t h e H i g h St reet . 

This is a detail from a map 

of Colchester in about 1610 

(by John Speed). Medieval 

Colchester would have been 

very similar. 

The High Street lies 

between the letters 'O' and 

'E\ and 'Y' marks Culver 

S t r e e t . The map shows a 

market cross and St Run-

wold's church in the High 

Street. 

S e e p a g e 3 3 f o r 
d e t a i l s a b o u t V C H 
b o o k s o n t h e h i s t o r y 
o f C o l c h e s t e r . 
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The oldest shops In town 
At a guess , t h e r e m u s t h a v e b e e n a h u n d r e d o r m o r e s h o p s i n 

C o l c h e s t e r 5 0 0 years a g o . B e i n g o n t h e g r o u n d f l oo r , t h e s e 

s t ruc tu res a r e espec ia l l y v u l n e r a b l e t o l a te r d e v e l o p m e n t s a n d , 

as a resu l t , f e w t r a c e s o f t h e m surv ive t o d a y . H o w e v e r , i f y o u 

k n o w w h e r e t o l o o k , y o u c a n stil l f i n d pa r t s o f a f e w ea r l y s h o p s 

a r o u n d t h e t o w n . 

H e r e a r e f o u r e x a m p l e s . T h r e e a r e i n t h e H i g h S t ree t , w h i c h 

w a s t h e p r i m e si te f o r s h o p s s i nce i t a c c o m m o d a t e d t h e 

m a r k e t . T h e c o m m e r c i a l v a l u e o f t h e H i g h S t ree t f r o n t a g e 

e x p l a i n s w h y a s i ng le p l o t m i g h t h a v e m o r e t h a n o n e s h o p o n 

i t a n d w h y t h e s e un i t s c o u l d b e re la t i ve ly l a r g e s t r uc tu res . T h e 

f o u r t h s h o p , w h i c h i s i n Q u e e n St ree t , i s m o r e t y p i c a l o f s h o p s 

a w a y f r o m t h e H i g h S t ree t . H e r e t h e s h o p w a s s i m p l y t h e f r o n t 

r o o m o f t h e h o u s e w i t h a s h o p f r o n t c o n s i s t i n g o f a d o o r a n d a 

w i d e w i n d o w . A s i n a l l t h e s e s h o p s , t h e w i n d o w w a s u n g l a z e d 

a n d its s h u t t e r w a s l o w e r e d t o e x p o s e t h e g o o d s o n sa le . 

T h e Red L ion Hote l . An early deve lopmen t o f circa AD 

1500 w i th th ree i ndependen t units on the H i g h Street, 

a n d a sl ightly ear l ier large house to the rear wh ich 

b e c a m e an i nn . T h e units on the f r on tage were th ree-

storeyed, each w i th o lock-up shop on the g r o u n d f loor. 

(D raw ing by David Stenn ing. ) 

A n g e l Cour t . This was a 17 th -cen tu ry deve lopmen t of t w o houses, each w i th a large shop uni t 

on the street f r on tage a t g round - f l oo r level. Each shop had th ree w indows a n d a door . T h e 

present bu i ld ing is new w i th a f acade w h i c h repl icates a f acade w h i c h was a d d e d to the or ig ina l 

bu i ld ing in the 19 th century . T h e d r a w i n g (by the Colchester A rchaeo log i ca l Trust ) is a tenta t ive 

reconst ruc t ion o f the or ig ina l bu i l d ing , based on t he l imi ted n u m b e r o f t imbers w h i c h survived 

when the bu i ld ing was demo l i shed in 1 9 8 9 . 

T h e George H o t e l . T h e rema ins o f t w o 

shop w indows can be seen on t he r ight 

inside the bu i ld ing as you go in (possibly 

15 th century in da te ) . They faced on to a 

nar row lane (now George Street) of f t he 

H i g h Street. Presumably there were mo re 

w indows on the H i g h Street f r on tage . 

( I l lust rat ion based on d raw ings by R ichard 

Shack le . ) 

Cate Brahms . Da t ing to the early 14th 

century , this is the earl iest k n o w n medieva l 

shop in Colchester. I t had one large w indow 

subdiv ided by a vert ical cent ra l t imber , a n d 

a d o o r leading into the shop. The door on the 

right led in to the m a i n part o f the house. 

( I l lust rat ion based on d raw ings by Richard 

Shack le . ) 

With thanks to Richard Shackle and David Stenning 

for information about the buildings and Janet Cooper 

for her article on medieval shopping. 
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Down by the river 
Organic materials usually need damp conditions if they are to survive, but they are rarely found in Colchester because in most places the ground is well drained and the water-table is deep. However, a recent investigation at a site next to the River Colne, where ground conditions are damp, produced some interesting leather and wooden finds 

M e d i e v a l c o b b l e r 
T h e si te is a t M i d d l e b o r o u g h , in a 
g a r d e n a b o u t 2 0 m f r o m N o r t h B r i d g e . 
I t l ies a s h o r t d i s t a n c e n o r t h o f t h e 
R o m a n h o u s e s d i s c o v e r e d i n 1 9 7 9 o n 
t h e si te o f t h e Roya l L o n d o n b u i l d i n g s . 
T h e g a r d e n b e l o n g s t o a h o u s e w h i c h 
f r o n t s o n t o w h a t w a s k n o w n a s 
S h e e p e n R o a d b e f o r e t h e Roya l L o n d o n 
w a s b u i l t a n d t h e p r e s e n t r o a d l a y o u t 
c r e a t e d . I n te res t i ng l y , S h e e p e n R o a d 
w a s k n o w n a s W a t e r L a n e i n t h e 1 8 t h 
a n d 1 9 t h c e n t u r i e s . 

T h e c o l l e c t i o n o f 
l e a t h e r f r o m t h i s 
e v a l u a t i o n i s s m a l l a n d 
cons is ts o f t h r e e b i ts o f 
d i s c a r d e d s h o e s , f o u r 
o f f cu t s a n d p a r t o f a 
s t r ap . T w o o f t h e so les 
a r e s o w o r n t h a t t h e y 
h a v e h o l e s i n t h e m . 
B o t h h a v e ho les u n d e r 
t h e b i g t o e a n d o n e has 
a s e c o n d h o l e u n d e r t h e 
ba l l o f t h e f o o t . T h e y 
p o i g n a n t l y s h o w h o w 
shoes i n t h e pas t c o u l d 
b e w o r n l o n g a f t e r t h e y 
w o u l d b e t h r o w n a w a y 
t o d a y . F a s h i o n s i n f o o t ­
w e a r c h a n g e d r a p i d l y 
a n d s o t h e so les p r o v i d e 
g o o d d a t i n g e v i d e n c e 
f o r t h e d e p o s i t . O n e o f 
t h e so les n a r r o w s m a r k ­
ed l y t o w a r d s t h e c e n t r e , 

i s o f o n e p i e c e , a n d has a n a r r o w h e e l . 
A n o t h e r is of a d is t inc t ive ' w i n k l e - p i c k e r ' 
f o r m so t h a t , t o g e t h e r , t h e y p o i n t t o a 
d a t e f o r t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f a r o u n d t h e 
la te 1 4 t h c e n t u r y . 

T h e p r e s e n c e o f o f f c u t s sugges t s t h a t 
t h e m a t e r i a l i s w a s t e f r o m a l e a t h e r -
w o r k e r ' s w o r k s h o p w h i c h w a s i n a 
h o u s e o n t h e n o r t h s ide o f W a t e r L a n e . 
B e i n g n e x t to t h e r iver, t h e r e is a l s o a 
poss ib i l i t y t h a t t h e l e a t h e r w o r k e r a l s o 
t a n n e d t h e h ides s ince t a n n i n g n e e d e d 
l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s o f r u n n i n g w a t e r , b u t 

t h e r e i s no c l e a r e v i d e n c e o f th i s i n t h e 
l e a t h e r c o l l e c t i o n . 

T h e l a r g e s t c o l l e c t i o n o f l e a t h e r 
f o u n d i n C o l c h e s t e r so f a r cons is ts o f 
o v e r 3 0 0 sc raps f r o m t h e T r u s t ' s e x c a ­
v a t i o n i n O s b o r n e S t ree t i n 1 9 8 8 - 9 . 
M o s t o f t h a t m a t e r i a l w a s s h o e -
m a n u f a c t u r i n g w a s t e d a t i n g t o a b o u t 
A D 1 2 0 0 . T h e M i d d l e b o r o u g h m a t e r i a l 
is m o d e s t by c o m p a r i s o n , b u t i t i s o f 
i n te res t b e c a u s e o f its d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n 
a n d d a t e . 

R o m a n t i m b e r s 
A n o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g f i n d w e r e t w o 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y l a rge t i m b e r s f r o m a b o u t 
1.0 m b e l o w t h e f r a g m e n t s o f l e a t h e r . 
Po t te ry f o u n d a t t h e s a m e level s h o w s 
t h e m t o b e R o m a n i n d a t e . O n e p i ece 
w a s a r a t h e r shape less p a r t o f a l a r g e 
b r a n c h o f e l m w h i c h h a d b e e n u s e d a s 
a r u d i m e n t a r y c h o p p i n g - b l o c k . T h e 
o t h e r p i ece w a s o f m o r e in te res t . I t w a s 
a n o a k p i le , a b o u t 1.4 m l o n g . O n e e n d 
w a s p o i n t e d a n d t h e o t h e r , w h i c h w a s 
r a t h e r b a t t e r e d a n d d e c a y e d , i n c l u d e d 
t h e r e m n a n t s o f a j o in t . 

G r o u p s o f p i les w e r e o f t e n d r i ven i n t o 
t h e b o t t o m s o f f o u n d a t i o n t r e n c h e s 
w h e r e t h e g r o u n d w a s d a m p o r w a t e r ­
l o g g e d , a n d as a resu l t , t h e y c a n o f t e n 
b e e x c e p t i o n a l l y w e l l p r e s e r v e d a n d 
l o o k f a r y o u n g e r t h a n t h e y a c t u a l l y a r e . 
A w e l l - k n o w n c a s e i s t h e r i ve r s i de 
R o m a n w a l l i n L o n d o n w h i c h i s bu i l t 
o v e r l a r g e n u m b e r s o f w o o d e n p i les . 
A n o t h e r e x a m p l e i s t h e S t r o o d a t 

A b o v e : machine-stripping in the garden of 'Middle­

borough House'; 

Parts of 14th-century shoes. Below, 'winkle-picker' form; 

and right, one-piece sole. 
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Howard Brooks of the 

Trust with the Roman 

oak pile. 

M e r s e a w h i c h w a s b u i l t o n t o p o f t h o u ­
s a n d s o f p i les . T r e e - r i n g d a t i n g s h o w e d 
t h o s e p i les t o b e A n g l o - S a x o n a n d t o 
b e l o n g t o a r o u n d A D 7 0 0 . 

T h e w o o d e n p i le a t M i d d l e b o r o u g h 
w a s l y ing f l a t , s h o w i n g t h a t i t h a d b e e n 
p u l l e d o u t o f t h e g r o u n d i n R o m a n 
t i m e s . T h e p i le t h e r e f o r e c o u l d h a v e 
c o m e f r o m a n y w h e r e s u c h a s a n e a r b y 
R o m a n b r i d g e . ( T h e r e m u s t h a v e b e e n 
a b r i d g e ac ross t h e River C o l n e c lose by 
b e c a u s e t h e r e w e r e severa l s u b s t a n t i a l 
R o m a n h o u s e s o v e r o n t h e o t h e r s ide 
o f t h e r i ver . ) H o w e v e r , p i les u n d e r 
f o u n d a t i o n s d o n o t h a v e j o i n t s a t t h e 
t o p e n d , s o p e r h a p s t h e t i m b e r w a s 
r e u s e d a n d h a d o r i g i n a l l y b e e n p a r t o f 
a t i m b e r - f r a m e in a h o u s e . A l t e r n a t i v e l y 
i t m a y h a v e b e e n p a r t o f a t i m b e r -
f r a m e d s t r u c t u r e s u c h as a je t ty o r 
w h a r f . 

T h e e v a l u a t i o n w a s f u n d e d b y C h a s e 
R a c i n g 4 L t d . 

Roman and medieval buildings and other remains at Middleborough 

Below right, mosaic found 

in 1979 during the Middle-

borough excavation. 



Virley church: solitary 
survivor of the Essex 
earthquake of 1884 

The most destructive earthquake known in Britain 
happened at 9.18 am, on April 22nd 1884. In 
Colchester, it was just an ordinary bright sunlit 
morning. Then suddenly, in a matter of a few 
seconds, the townsfolk were terrorised and Colchester 
was brought to a standstill in a great cloud of dust. All 
around the district, there was chaos: collapsed 
chimneys and roofs, and wrecked buildings including 
the little church at Virley. 

A r u m b l i n g s o u n d m o v e d q u i t e d is t ­
inc t l y t h r o u g h t h e g r o u n d l ike a l ow , 
m e n a c i n g g r o w l , a n d e v e r y t h i n g b e g a n 
t o s h a k e v io len t l y . T h e g r o u n d h e a v e d 
i n t h e m o t i o n o f a s i ng le w a v e . B u i l d ­
i ngs rose u p , s a n k d o w n a n d rose u p 
a g a i n a s t h e w a v e p a s s e d u n d e r n e a t h . 

T h e e a r t h q u a k e o n l y l as ted f i ve t o 
t e n s e c o n d s o r so . B u t i n t h a t b r i e f 
p e r i o d , w h o l e v i l l ages w e r e w r e c k e d 
a n d C o l c h e s t e r w a s r e d u c e d t o c h a o s . 
H u n d r e d s o f c h i m n e y - s t a c k s c r a s h e d 
t h r o u g h roo fs . T i l es a n d s la tes c a s c a d ­
e d t o t h e g r o u n d a s roo fs c o l l a p s e d . 

W a l l s b u c k l e d a n d c r a c k e d . W i n d o w 
g lass s h a t t e r e d . A n d i n s o m e p laces , 
g a p i n g f i s s u r e s o p e n e d u p i n t h e 
g r o u n d , s o m e o v e r 1 0 0 ya rds l o n g . 

S e c o n d s a f t e r t h e e v e n t , f r i g h t e n e d 
w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n r u s h e d s c r e a m i n g 
i n t o t h e s t reets f o r sa fe ty , n o t sure w h a t 
h a d h a p p e n e d . I n C o l c h e s t e r , s o m e 
sa id t h a t t h e g a s w o r k s h a d b l o w n u p , 
o t h e r s t h a t t h e r e h a d b e e n a d r e a d f u l 
a c c i d e n t i n t h e g a r r i s o n . E v e r y b o d y 
f e a r e d c o n s i d e r a b l e loss o f l i fe , b u t 
m i r a c u l o u s l y n o b o d y w a s k i l l e d o r 
se r ious ly i n j u r e d . 

The spire of the former Lion Walk Congregational church early in 2000 (left). The top of the 
spire crashed into the graveyard in 1884 (below). The spire was restored to its present state 
soon afterwards. 
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Map showing the extent of 

the places where the 1884 

earthquake was felt. People 

in bed were more likely to 

notice the tremors where 

these were very faint. 

T h e e p i c e n t r e w a s a b o u t f o u r m i l es 
s o u t h o f C o l c h e s t e r ' s t o w n c e n t r e , 
a r o u n d t h e v i l l ages o f A b b e r t o n , P e l d o n 
a n d W i v e n h o e . T h e w o r s t s t r u c t u r a l 
d a m a g e o c c u r r e d w i t h i n 2 0 m i l e s o r s o 
o f t h i s a r e a , a l t h o u g h t h e e a r t h q u a k e 
w a s fe l t as f a r a f i e l d as Exeter , Y o r k ­
sh i re , a n d e v e n B o u l o g n e a n d O s t e n d 
o n t h e C o n t i n e n t a l c o a s t . W i v e n h o e 
a n d M e r s e a I s l a n d w e r e e s p e c i a l l y 
b a d l y a f f e c t e d . O l d , p o o r l y - m a i n t a i n e d 
p r o p e r t i e s w e r e h i t t h e h a r d e s t , a l ­
t h o u g h t i m b e r - f r a m e d h o u s e s s e e m e d 
t o f a r e b e t t e r t h a n b r i c k b u i l d i n g s , e v e n 
s o m e r e l a t i v e l y n e w o n e s . M a n y 
c h u r c h e s l ike t h a t a t V i r l ey w e r e b a d l y 
d a m a g e d w i t h t o w e r s , p a r a p e t s a n d 
roo f s p a r t i a l l y c o l l a p s i n g . T h e m o s t 
f a m o u s c a s u a l t y w a s t h e t o p o f t h e sp i re 
o f L i o n W a l k C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h i n 
C o l c h e s t e r w h i c h c r a s h e d t o t h e 
g r o u n d , w i t h s o m e bi ts m i s s i n g a y o u n g 
b o y by i n c h e s . 

I n L o n d o n , a s i n m a n y p l a c e s c lose r 
t o t h e e p i c e n t r e , t h e s h o c k w a s fa i r l y 
severe . T h e H o u s e s o f P a r l i a m e n t w e r e 
v i o l en t l y s h a k e n a n d a t h r e e - f o o t w a v e 
e n g u l f e d s o m e b o a t s i n t h e T h a m e s . 
T h r o u g h o u t m u c h o f t h e s o u t h - e a s t o f 
E n g l a n d , a n d i n p l a c e s a s f a r a w a y a s 
P o r t s m o u t h , B i r m i n g h a m , a n d Leicester , 
houses s h o o k , w i n d o w s r a t t l e d , f u r n ­
i t u re a n d c r o c k e r y m o v e d , c h u r c h bel ls 
r a n g a n d c l o c k s s t o p p e d . Even w h e r e 
t h e e a r t h q u a k e w a s t o o w e a k t o c a u s e 
a n y ser ious d a m a g e , t h e v i b r a t i o n s le f t 
m a n y p e o p l e f e e l i n g f r i g h t e n e d a n d 
n a u s e o u s . 

T h e r e a r e reco rds o f we l l o v e r a 
t h o u s a n d e a r t h q u a k e s i n B r i t a i n . O n e i n 
1 6 9 2 i s sa id t o h a v e c r a c k e d t h e t o w e r 
o f S t Pe te r ' s c h u r c h i n C o l c h e s t e r , 
a l t h o u g h i t d o e s n o t s e e m t o h a v e b e e n 
a s severe a s t h a t o f 1 8 8 4 . R e c o r d s a r e 
t o o i n c o m p l e t e a n d p a t c h y t o a l l o w 
p r o p e r c o m p a r i s o n s , b u t i t s e e m s t h a t 
p e r h a p s o n l y six o f t h e r e c o r d e d e a r t h ­
q u a k e s i n B r i t a in ( ie o f 1 1 8 5 , 1 2 4 6 , 
1 2 4 8 , 1 2 7 5 , 1 3 8 2 a n d 1 4 8 0 ) a r e 
c o m p a r a b l e i n m a g n i t u d e t o t h a t o f 
1 8 8 4 . I n o t h e r w o r d s , t h i s m a y h a v e 
b e e n t h e m o s t severe e a r t h q u a k e i n 
B r i t a in o v e r t h e last 5 0 0 yea rs . 

Virley church 
W e l l o v e r a t h o u s a n d b u i l d i n g s w e r e 
r e p a i r e d i n t h e a f t e r m a t h o f t h e g r e a t 
e a r t h q u a k e o f 1 8 8 4 . A f e w w e r e t o o 
b a d l y d a m a g e d t o s a v e a n d w e r e 
d e m o l i s h e d c o m p l e t e l y . H o w e v e r , t h e 
e v o c a t i v e l i t t le c h u r c h a t V i r ley , w h i c h 
w a s w r e c k e d d u r i n g t h e q u a k e , w a s 
n e i t h e r r e p a i r e d n o r d e m o l i s h e d , a n d 
n o w a p p e a r s t o h a v e t h e u n i q u e 
d i s t i n c t i o n o f b e i n g t h e o n l y su rv i v i ng 
rel ic o f t h a t c a l a m i t o u s e v e n t . 

O v e r t h e y e a r s s i n c e 1 8 8 4 , t h e 
r u i n e d c h u r c h has g r a d u a l l y d e c a y e d . 
Frost , w i n d a n d ra i n h a v e a l l h e l p e d t o 
r e d u c e t h e ru i n t o its p r e s e n t r a t h e r 
p e r i l o u s s ta te . T h e p rocess has b e e n 
q u i c k e n e d b y loca ls w h o h a v e u s e d t h e 
ru i n as a c o n v e n i e n t s o u r c e o f m a t e r i a l s 
f o r t h e i r r ocke r i es a n d v a r i o u s o t h e r 
b u i l d i n g p ro j ec t s . 

Ear l ie r i n 1 9 9 9 , t h e o w n e r s o f t h e 

c h u r c h — Mr a n d M r s C a r b u t t — a s k e d 
t h e T r u s t t o r e c o r d t h e b u i l d i n g s i nce 
s o m e o f t h e wa l l s a r e n o w i n d a n g e r o f 
c o l l a p s e . T h e survey i nvo l ved c l e a r i n g 
a w a y v e g e t a t i o n o b s c u r i n g t h e wa l l s , 
l o o k i n g f o r m o u l d e d a n d o t h e r w o r k e d 
s t ones i n t h e f a l l e n deb r i s a r o u n d t h e 
r u i n , m a k i n g a p l a n o f t h e r e m a i n s , a n d 
p r e p a r i n g a s c a l e d p h o t o g r a p h i c r e c o r d 
o f a l l t h e s u r v i v i n g a b o v e - g r o u n d 
s t r u c t u r e . 

T h e c h u r c h i s very s m a l l , r e f l e c t i n g 
t h e f a c t t h a t i t w a s i n a p o o r p a r i s h . 
A l t h o u g h d a t i n g e v i d e n c e i s sca rce , t h e 
m a i n p a r t o f t h e c h u r c h s e e m s t o 
b e l o n g t o t h e . f i r s t h a l f o f t h e 1 3 t h 
c e n t u r y . 

T h e e a r t h q u a k e spl i t t h e wa l l s o f t h e 
b u i l d i n g , s h o o k a l l t h e t i les o f f t h e roo f , 
a n d le f t t h e b u i l d i n g a w r e c k . H o w e v e r , 
i t i s a p p a r e n t t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g m u s t 
h a v e b e e n i n a p o o r s ta te a t t h e t i m e 
w h i c h pa r t l y e x p l a i n s w h y i t w a s so 
d e v a s t a t e d b y t h e s h o c k . 

T h e t o w e r i s r e c o r d e d a s h a v i n g 
f a l l e n d o w n a t a n u n s p e c i f i e d d a t e 
b e f o r e t h e m i d 1 8 t h c e n t u r y . A l s o p a r t 
o f t h e c h a n c e l s e e m s t o h a v e c o l l a p s e d , 
f o r i t w a s r ebu i l t w i t h t i m b e r - f r a m i n g 
in f i l l ed w i t h b r i ck . T h i s w a s a c h e a p 
s o l u t i o n m o r e a p p r o p r i a t e f o r a h o u s e 
t h a n a c h u r c h . T h e r e a r e no s igns o f a 
d o o r o n e i t h e r t h e n o r t h a n d s o u t h s ides 
o f t h e n a v e s u g g e s t i n g t h a t , a f t e r t h e 
t o w e r f e l l d o w n , t h e c h u r c h w a s 
res to red i n a m u c h s h o r t e n e d f o r m 
w h i c h d i d n o t i n c l u d e r e b u i l d i n g t h e 
t o w e r . T h e n e w p l a n s e e m s t o h a v e 
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i n v o l v e d r e d u c i n g t h e n a v e t o a b o u t 
h a l f its o r i g i n a l l e n g t h a n d i n s e r t i n g a 
s m a l l t i m b e r t o w e r i n t h e roo f . A c c e s s 
i n t o t h e r e m o d e l l e d c h u r c h m u s t b e e n 
t h r o u g h a d o o r in a n e w t i m b e r - a n d -
b r i ck w a l l f o r m i n g t h e w e s t e n d o f t h e 
n e w c h u r c h . V a r i o u s bi ts o f e v i d e n c e 
s u g g e s t t h a t a l l t h i s w o r k ( i n c l u d i n g t h e 
r e b u i l d i n g o f t h e c h a n c e l ) t o o k p l a c e i n 
t h e 1 7 t h c e n t u r y o r so . 

Even s u c h a d ras t i c o v e r h a u l as th is 
w a s n o t e n o u g h , a n d t h e r e w a s a 
success i on o f o t h e r a t t e m p t s t o k e e p 
t h e d e c r e p i t l i t t le c h u r c h g o i n g . O m i n ­
o u s c r a c k s a p p e a r e d i n t h e c h a n c e l 
a r c h , a n d s o g r e a t i r on h o o p s , w h i c h 
a re n o w p r o p p e d u p a g a i n s t o n e o f t h e 
wa l l s , w e r e f i t t e d u n d e r t h e a r c h i n t h e 
h o p e t h a t th i s w o u l d s t o p t h e r o o f 
c o l l a p s i n g i n t o t h e m i d d l e o f t h e 

c h u r c h . Equa l l y d a n g e r o u s w a s t h e w a y 
i n w h i c h t h e n o r t h a n d s o u t h wa l l s 
s t a r t e d t o l e a n o u t w a r d s , e n d a n g e r i n g 
t h e r o o f sti l l f u r t h e r . C o n s e q u e n t l y b r i ck 
bu t t resses w e r e b u i l t a g a i n s t t h e o u t s i d e 
o f t h e s e wa l l s t o c o u n t e r a c t t h e m o v e ­
m e n t . T o j u d g e b y t h e size o f t h e b r i cks , 
t h e w o r k w a s c a r r i e d o u t s o m e t i m e 
a r o u n d 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 5 0 . T h e repa i r s w e r e 
e f f ec t i ve e n o u g h , b u t o f c o u r s e t h e 
w o r k w a s n o m a t c h f o r t h e d e s t r u c t i v e 
p o w e r o f t h e e a r t h q u a k e . 

T r u t h o r f i c t i o n 
T h e p o o r s ta te o f t h e b u i l d i n g m a d e f o r 
g o o d r e a d i n g in t h e nove l Mehalah 
w h i c h w a s w r i t t e n b y R e v e r e n d S 
B a r i n g - G o u l d , r e c t o r a t East M e r s e a 
b e t w e e n 1 8 7 1 a n d 1 8 8 1 . 

'..The church of timber and brick, put 
up anyhow on older stone foundations, 
had warped and cracked; the windows 
leaned, fungus growths sprouted about 
the bases of the timbers. Every rib 
showed in the roof as on the side of a 
horse led to the knackers.... 

..Virley Church is not much bigger than 
a stable that consists of two stalls and a 
loose box, whereof the loose box 
represents the chancel.... 

..Virley Church possessed one respect­
able feature, a massive chancel-arch, 
but that gaped; and the pillars slouched 
back against the wall in the attitude of 
the Virley men in the village street 
waiting to insult women as they went 
by.... 

..The altar was a deal table, much 
worm-eaten....The communion rails 
had rotted at the bottom....The floor in 
the midst, before the altar, had been 
eaten through by rats, emerging from 
an old grave, and exposed below 
gnawed and mouldy bones a foot 
beneath the boards....' 

N o n e o f t h e w o o d e n f i t t i ngs o r f i x tu res 
n o w surv ive , b u t t h e r e i s m u c h e lse i n 
t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n t h a t c a n b e r e c o g n i s e d 
t o d a y : t h e r e m a i n s o f t h e o r i g i n a l s t o n e 
c h a n c e l a n d its br ick a n d t i m b e r rep lace­
m e n t , t h e ' c h a n c e l - a r c h . . . t h a t g a p e d ' 
a s t es t i f i ed b y t h e i r on h o o p s , a n d t h e 
o u t w a r d s l e a n o f t h e p i l la rs w h i c h s u p ­
p o r t e d th is a r c h . C lea r l y , w i t h o r w i t h o u t 
t h e e a r t h q u a k e , t h e days o f Vir ley c h u r c h 
m u s t a l r e a d y h a v e b e e n n u m b e r e d . 

T h i s p r o j e c t w a s f u n d e d b y M r a n d M r s 
C a r b u t t . T h e w o r k w a s c a r r i e d o u t i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h D a v i d A n d r e w s o f t h e 
Essex C o u n t y C o u n c i l a n d N i g e l O x l e y 
o f C o l c h e s t e r B o r o u g h C o u n c i l . 



M a r k s o f t h e D e v i l 
The Essex marshes are fertile grounds for weird legends and 
ghost stories. The Virley church figures prominently in one 
of these, and was famous for marks on its walls which 
were reputedly made by the Devil himself 

A p p a r e n t l y a m e d i e v a l l o rd a t S a l c o t t -
c u m - V i r l e y w a s a t t e m p t i n g t o b u i l d 
h i m s e l f a n e w m a n o r h o u s e b u t w a s 
m a k i n g l i t t le p r o g r e s s , b e c a u s e every 
n i g h t his t o o l s a n d m a t e r i a l s mys te r ­
ious ly d i s a p p e a r e d . T h e n o b l e m a n w a s 
c o n v i n c e d t h a t s o m e b o d y w a s c r e e p i n g 
u p u n d e r c o v e r o f d a r k n e s s a n d s t e a l ­
i ng his g o o d s . H e m u s t h a v e b e e n very 
d i m b e c a u s e h e d i d n o t rea l i se t h a t h e 
w a s t r y i n g t o b u i l d his h o u s e o n t o p o f 
a d e e p m a r s h a n d t h a t e v e r y t h i n g w a s 
s i m p l y s i n k i n g i n t o it. 

T h e lo rd o f t h e m a n o r d e c i d e d t h a t 
o n e n i g h t h e w o u l d k e e p v ig i l a n d 
c a t c h t h e c u l p r i t r e d - h a n d e d . H o w e v e r , 
i n s t e a d o f a t h i e f , up s t r o d e t h e Dev i l 
w i t h t w o d o g s . T h e Dev i l t o o k o n e o f 
t h e n o b l e m a n ' s h o u s e t i m b e r s a n d 
t h r e w i t i n t o t h e d a r k n e s s c r y i n g , 

' W h e r e th i s b e a m d o t h f a l l , t h e r e b u i l d 
B a r n H a l l ' . T h e c h o s e n s p o t p r o v e d t o 
b e a s o u n d o n e a n d f r e e o f t h e m a r s h ­
es, b e c a u s e B a r n H a l l s t a n d s t h e r e t o 
th i s d a y . 

I n r e t u r n f o r t h i s f a v o u r , t h e Dev i l 
t o o k i t t h a t t h e m a n o w e d h i m his sou l 
a n d v o w e d , " W h e r e y o u a r e b u r i e d o n 
land or sea, there I will c o m e to fe tch y o u . " 

T h e t e r r i f i e d m a n d e c r e e d t h a t , 
w h e n h e d i e d , his b o d y w a s t o b e k e p t 
i n a c o f f i n e m b e d d e d i n t h e w a l l s o f 
V i r l ey c h u r c h . T h e i d e a w a s t h a t h e 
w o u l d b e p r o t e c t e d b y t h e s a n c t i t y o f 
t h e c h u r c h . T h e p l a n c l ea r l y w o r k e d a 
t r e a t — at leas t f o r a w h i l e — a n d t h e 
p o w e r o f G o d a n d t h e c h u r c h p r o v e d t o 
b e t o o m u c h f o r t h e Dev i l , w h o c o u l d 
o n l y c l a w a t t h e w a l l s t r y i n g i n v a i n t o 
c l a i m his pr ize . 

T o d a y t h e r e a r e n o o b v i o u s ' c l a w 
m a r k s ' i n t h e r u i n e d c h u r c h o r i n d e e d 
a n y t h i n g w h i c h c o u l d h a v e b e e n 
p a s s e d o f f a s s u c h i n t h e p a s t * . 
P e r h a p s i n 1 8 8 4 t h e b o n e s o f t h e 
n o b l e m a n w e r e s h a k e n f r o m t h e i r sa fe 
e n t o m b m e n t b y t h e e a r t h q u a k e a n d 
t h e Dev i l f i na l l y g o t h is m a n . A s f o r t h e 
f a m o u s c l a w m a r k s , t h e y m a y h a v e 
c r u m b l e d t o d u s t a s par ts o f t h e c h u r c h 
c a m e c r a s h i n g d o w n i n t h e e a r t h q u a k e 
— o r m a y b e t h e y a r e y e t t o b e 
r e d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e v i l l a g e , h i d d e n 
b e h i n d t h e d a h l i a s i n s o m e b o d y ' s 
r ocke ry . 

* O f course, apa r t f r o m any th ing else, we cou ld 
po in t ou t tha t t he wal ls o f the chu rch are clearly 
t oo nar row ever to have con ta ined a co f f in , but 
why ru in a g o o d story? 

The source of the legend: The devil comes to 
Salcott' by Jenny Humphrey (Colchester Public 
Library). 
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Around the county 
The new Essex Record Office 
M i l l i o n s o f d o c u m e n t s , m i l e s o f she lves 
M o v i n g t h e Essex R e c o r d O f f i c e h e a d ­
q u a r t e r s f r o m C o u n t y H a l l t o its n e w 
b u i l d i n g g o t u n d e r w a y i n 1 9 9 9 . A n e w 
p u r p o s e - b u i l t R e c o r d O f f i c e , d u e f o r 
c o m p l e t i o n i n O c t o b e r 1 9 9 9 , wi l l o p e n 
t o t h e p u b l i c i n la te J a n u a r y 2 0 0 0 . I t 
o c c u p i e s a r i vers ide s i te a t W h a r f R o a d 
i n C h e l m s f o r d , c l ose t o t h e t o w n c e n t r e 
a n d w i t h i n w a l k i n g d i s t a n c e o f t h e 
r a i l w a y s t a t i o n . Severa l p u b l i c c a r p a r k s 
a r e c l ose by . D i s a b l e d users w i l l be a b l e 
t o p a r k a t t h e e n t r a n c e t o t h e R e c o r d 
O f f i c e i tsel f . 

T h e n e w b u i l d i n g wi l l p r o v i d e g r e a t l y 
e n h a n c e d fac i l i t i es f o r t h e s t o r a g e a n d 
c o n s e r v a t i o n o f r e c o r d s a n d f o r p u b l i c 
access . T h e t h r e e - s t o r e y r epos i t o r y wi l l 
c o n t a i n su f f i c i en t s p a c e f o r 1 5 - 2 0 y e a r s ' 
g r o w t h o f r e c o r d s . T h e r e i s a l so s p a c e 
o n t h e s i te t o d o u b l e t h e size o f t h e 
repos i t o r y i n yea rs t o c o m e , s o t h a t i t 
p rov ides e n o u g h g r o w t h s p a c e f o r a t 
leas t t h e nex t m i l l e n n i u m ! T h e p u b l i c 
s e a r c h r o o m c a n a c c o m m o d a t e 1 2 0 
users , h a l f f o r m i c r o f i l m / f i c h e use a n d 
ha l f f o r t h e s t u d y o f m a n u s c r i p t s . A l l 
c a t a l o g u e s a n d i n d e x e s wi l l b e access ­
ib le e l e c t r o n i c a l l y v ia 6 0 t e r m i n a l s , w i t h 
a u t o m a t e d d o c u m e n t o r d e r i n g . T h e r e 
w i l l b e a d d i t i o n a l p u b l i c f a c i l i t i e s . 
P l a n n i n g t h e t r a n s f e r o f t h e d o c u m e n t s 
t o o k severa l m o n t h s . I f y o u h a v e eve r 
m o v e d h o u s e y o u c a n i m a g i n e t h e 
d i f f i c u l t i e s o f e n s u r i n g t h a t e v e r y 
d o c u m e n t a m o n g t h e severa l m i l l i o n s 
t h a t w e h o l d w a s t r a n s f e r r e d sa fe ly a n d 
c a n b e i n s t a n t l y f o u n d i n i ts n e w 
l o c a t i o n ! 

Essex County Council 

M e a s u r e b y m e a s u r e 
Every box , a n d every v o l u m e o r ser ies o f 
v o l u m e s , h a d t o b e m e a s u r e d ( h e i g h t , 
w i d t h a n d d e p t h ) a n d e n t e r e d o n t o a 
d a t a b a s e . N e w she l f l o c a t i o n s i n t h e 
n e w b u i l d i n g w e r e t h e n a s s i g n e d t o 
e a c h o n e , c a r e f u l l y c a l c u l a t e d t o e n s u r e 
t h a t t h e y a r e a l l s t o r e d o n she lves o f t h e 
r i g h t d i m e n s i o n s a n d i n s u c h a w a y as 
t o m a k e t h e m o s t e f f i c i e n t use o f t h e 
s p a c e . N e x t , t h e d o c u m e n t s o r t h e b o x ­
e s t h a t c o n t a i n t h e m w e r e l a b e l l e d , s o 
t h a t d u r i n g t h e t r a n s f e r o f r e c o r d s t h e 
r e m o v e r s k n e w prec ise ly w h e r e e a c h 
d o c u m e n t o r b o x w a s t o g o . 

M u c h o f th i s w o r k w e n t o n b e h i n d 
t h e scenes w i t h o u t a f f e c t i n g t h e p u b l i c 
serv ice . Bu t f r o m J u n e o n w a r d s serv ices 
t o t h e p u b l i c w e r e g r a d u a l l y r e d u c e d . 
F r o m O c t o b e r , d o c u m e n t s s t o r e d a t t h e 
o u t - s t o r e b e g a n t o b e t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e 
n e w b u i l d i n g , a n d w e r e t e m p o r a r i l y n o t 
access i b l e t o t h e p u b l i c . T h e t r a n s f e r o f 
a l l d o c u m e n t s s to red a t C o u n t y H a l l 
b e g a n i n N o v e m b e r . T h e C h e l m s f o r d 
s e a r c h - r o o m c l o s e d i n D e c e m b e r f o r 
t h e f i n a l p h a s e o f t h e m o v e , w h e n t h e 
s e a r c h - r o o m e q u i p m e n t a n d c o n t e n t s 
w e r e f i na l l y t r a n s f e r r e d , a n d r e m a i n s 
c l o s e d un t i l t h e n e w b u i l d i n g o p e n s . 
T h e p rec ise d a t e o f o p e n i n g f o r t h e n e w 
b u i l d i n g w i l l be a n n o u n c e d as s o o n as i t 
i s k n o w n . W e r e c o m m e n d t h a t a n y o n e 
i n t e n d i n g t o v is i t t h e Essex R e c o r d 
O f f i c e f r o m N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 9 un t i l t h e 
n e w o p e n i n g c o n t a c t s u s i n a d v a n c e 
( te l . ( 0 1 2 4 5 ) 4 3 0 0 6 7 ; e m a i l : e r o . e n q u i r y 
@ e s s e x c c . g o v . u k ) t o c h e c k t h e a v a i l ­
ab i l i t y o f t h e reco rds t h e y w i s h t o see. 

b y t h e H e r i t a g e C o n s e r v a t i o n G r o u p 

W h e r e is i t? 
B e c a u s e t h e n e w b u i l d i n g i s i n a n a r e a 
o f p rev ious ly u n d e v e l o p e d l a n d , e v e n 
t h o s e w h o k n o w C h e l m s f o r d we l l a r e 
n o t a l w a y s su re o f h o w t o f i n d it. O n c e 
y o u k n o w w h e r e t o l ook , t h e b u i l d i n g i s 
c l ea r l y v is ib le f r o m H i g h B r i d g e R o a d o r 
f r o m t h e A 1 3 8 g o i n g s o u t h t o w a r d s 
t h e A r m y a n d N a v y r o u n d a b o u t . T h e 
a d d r e s s o f t h e n e w Essex R e c o r d O f f i c e 
is: Essex R e c o r d O f f i c e , W h a r f R o a d , 
C h e l m s f o r d C M 2 6 Y T , t e l . ( 0 1 2 4 5 ) 
2 4 4 6 4 4 . 

A c e n t r e f o r Essex h i s t o r y 
T h e n e w E R O b u i l d i n g w i l l o f f e r f a r 
m o r e t o t h e p u b l i c t h a n jus t t h e s e a r c h -
r o o m f o r t h e s t u d y o f d o c u m e n t s , m a p s 
a n d m i c r o f i l m . 

T h e n e w b u i l d i n g i s d e s i g n e d as a 
c e n t r e f o r t h e s tudy o f Essex h is to ry , a n d 
p r o v i d e s a l e c t u r e t h e a t r e a n d o t h e r 
m e e t i n g r o o m s w h i c h c a n b e u s e d f o r 
o p e n l e a r n i n g : a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c lasses, 
s c h o o l visi ts, m e e t i n g s o f l oca l soc ie t ies , 
a n d a p r o g r a m m e o f l e c t u r e s a n d 
e x h i b i t i o n s o n a l l a s p e c t s o f Essex 
h e r i t a g e . 

T h e serv ices a v a i l a b l e t o t h e p u b l i c 
i n c l u d e a s e a r c h r o o m w h i c h i s o p e n to 
a n y o n e w a n t i n g t o s t u d y pa r i sh reg is ters 
o r wi l ls , o r a n y reco rds o n m i c r o f i l m , 
a n d t h e R e c o r d O f f i c e l ib ra ry . 

T h e Un ive rs i t y o f Essex a n d o t h e r 
e d u c a t i o n p rov i de rs h a v e a b a s e in t h e 
b u i l d i n g . T h e p u b l i c su i te ( l e c t u r e t h e ­
a t r e , s e m i n a r r o o m s , e x h i b i t i o n s p a c e ) 
i s a v a i l a b l e f o r h i re by l oca l o r g a n ­
i s a t i o n s , a n d t h e Essex S o c i e t y f o r 
F a m i l y H i s t o r y i s se t t i ng up a n e w F a m ­
ily H i s t o r y r e s e a r c h r o o m , w h e r e t h e i r 
s u p e r b r e s o u r c e s f o r f a m i l y h i s t o r y 
( p r i n t e d b o o k s , m i c r o f i l m / f i c h e m a t e r i a l 
a n d c o m p u t e r i s e d i n f o r m a t i o n ) wi l l b e 
o p e n t o t h e p u b l i c a s w e l l a s t o 
m e m b e r s . T h e ESFH c o l l e c t i o n s , w h i c h 
a r e n o t c o n f i n e d t o Essex m a t e r i a l , 
c o m p l e m e n t t h e R e c o r d O f f i c e ' s o w n 
h o l d i n g s , a n d th is p a r t n e r s h i p b e t w e e n 
t h e E R O a n d t h e c o u n t y f a m i l y h is to ry 
soc ie ty w i l l e n s u r e t h a t t h e n e w b u i l d i n g 
i s t h e essen t i a l r es ea r c h c e n t r e f o r f a m ­
ily h i s to ry in Essex. 

In t h e s e w a y s i t i s i n t e n d e d t h a t t h e 
n e w E R O wi l l b e a s o p e n a n d w e l c o m ­
i n g as poss ib le t o r esea rche rs , t o l oca l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s a n d t o t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c . 

W e h o p e t o m e e t m a n y o f y o u t h e r e 
i n t h e m o n t h s a n d years t o c o m e ! 

The picture shows an artist's impression of 

the new Record Office. 

2 8 

http://gov.uk


N a t i o n a l A r c h a e o l o g y D a y ' 9 9 
A r o u n d 2 , 0 0 0 v is i tors t o G o s b e c k s 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Pa rk a t C o l c h e s t e r 
e n j o y e d b o t h g o o d w e a t h e r a n d a 
w i d e r a n g e o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
ac t i v i t i es a t t h e a n n u a l N a t i o n a l 
A r c h a e o l o g y D a y , h e l d o v e r a 
w e e k e n d i n Ju l y . W o r k i n g w i t h 
C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m s , s ta f f f r o m t h e 
C o u n t y C o u n c i l ' s H e r i t a g e C o n s e r v ­
a t i o n G r o u p h e l p e d p r o v i d e a f u n 
d a y o u t w i t h s o m e t h i n g f o r every ­
o n e , f r o m a g e six t o sixty ( a n d 
b e y o n d ) . A m i n i - e x c a v a t i o n , f i n d s 
s o r t i n g , t r y i n g o n ( a n d m a k i n g ) 
R o m a n a r m o u r , c l a y o i l - l a m p 
m a k i n g , s t o r y - t e l l i n g a n d C e l t i c 
f a c e - p a i n t i n g w e r e al l a v a i l a b l e . 

T h e C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
T r u s t e x c a v a t i o n o n t h e si te w a s 
o p e n t o v is i to rs w h o c o u l d o b s e r v e 
t h e e x c a v a t o r s i n a c t i o n . T h e T r u s t 
p r o v i d e d g u i d e d t o u r s a n d a l s o a 
d i sp l ay i n t h e m a r q u e e . 

T r a i n i n g d i g 
I n s u m m e r 2 0 0 0 , t h e Essex C o u n t y 
C o u n c i l f i e l d a r c h a e o l o g y t r a i n i n g 
e x c a v a t i o n w i l l b e a t B r i g h t l i n g s e a . 
For f u r t h e r de ta i l s c o n t a c t 0 1 3 7 6 
3 3 1 4 3 1 . 

Make a date with 
the Millennium History Fair 

I n 2 0 0 0 t h e Essex H i s t o r y Fa i r w i l l be 
h e l d a t C ress ing T e m p l e , w i t h r e - e n a c t ­
m e n t s o c i e t i e s , w a n d e r i n g m i n s t r e l s , 
m u m m e r s ' p lays , P u n c h a n d Judy , l oca l 
h is to ry l ec tu res a n d m u c h m o r e . T h e r e i s 
p l e n t y o f p a r k i n g , a n d o f c o u r s e a 
c h a n c e t o l o o k a t t h e t w o m a g n i f i c e n t 
1 3 t h - c e n t u r y t i m b e r - f r a m e d b a r n s o f 
C ress ing T e m p l e i tsel f . 

S u n d a y 1 1 t h J u n e 2 0 0 0 , 
1 0 . 0 0 a m - 5 . 0 0 p m , 
a t C r e s s i n g T e m p l e B a r n s n e a r W i t h a m . 

Make your mark on the Millennium 

Essentially Essex -
a County Council project for the Millennium 

T h i s e x c i t i n g p r o j e c t a i m s t o i n v o l v e t h e 
p e o p l e o f Essex i n r e c o r d i n g t h e 
p e o p l e , p l a c e s a n d s p a c e s w h i c h a r e 
s p e c i a l t o t h e m i n t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 . I t 
h a s s e c u r e d M i l l e n n i u m C o m m i s s i o n 
f u n d i n g . 

P h o t o g r a p h s , s o u n d r e c o r d i n g s a n d ar ts 
p ro jec ts wi l l be u s e d to c r e a t e a r e c o r d 
o f l i fe i n Essex in th i s spec ia l yea r . T h e 
results wi l l t h e n be c o n v e r t e d in to a d i g ­
i ta l f o r m a t s o t h a t t h e y c a n b e s t o r e d 
o n c o m p u t e r a n d t h u s read i l y a c c e s ­
s ib le t o p e o p l e t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t y . 

P h o t o g r a p h y 
B e t w e e n J a n u a r y a n d D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 0 
w e h o p e t h a t m a n y p e o p l e w i l l t a k e a 
p h o t o g r a p h a n d b r i n g i t i n t o t h e i r l oca l 
l ib rary . W e a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t e d i n 
p ic tu res o f p e o p l e g o i n g a b o u t t h e i r 
d a y - t o - d a y tasks a t h o m e o r a t w o r k , 
spec ia l o c c a s i o n s , a n d h i d d e n c o r n e r s 
o f Essex. L ib ra r ies ac ross t h e c o u n t y 

wi l l b e h o l d i n g d isp lays o f s o m e o f t h e 
bes t m a t e r i a l i n 2 0 0 0 a n d b e y o n d . 

W e ' r e n o t n e c e s s a r i l y e x p e c t i n g 
p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i t y . I n t e r e s t i n g s u b j e c t 
m a t t e r i s a t l eas t a s i m p o r t a n t a s t h e 
q u a l i t y o f t h e p h o t o g r a p h . 

S o u n d r e c o r d i n g s 
A v isua l r e c o r d has its l i m i t a t i o n s a n d is 
e n r i c h e d w h e n c o m p l e m e n t e d b y t h e 
m e d i u m o f s o u n d . N o t o n l y d o e s th i s 
p r o v i d e d o c u m e n t a t i o n f o r t h e p i c t u r e 
( a n y o n e w i t h a c o l l e c t i o n o f o l d f a m i l y 
p h o t o g r a p h s w i l l k n o w h o w f r u s t r a t i n g 
i t i s w h e n n a m e s , d a t e s a n d p l a c e s a r e 
u n i d e n t i f i e d ) . W r i t t e n i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t 
t h e p h o t o g r a p h — n o t jus t w h e r e a n d 
w h e n i t w a s t a k e n , b u t w h y — wi l l be 
rea l l y u s e f u l . H o w e v e r , i f i t is poss ib l e 
t o p r o v i d e a s o u n d r e c o r d i n g o f t h e 
p h o t o g r a p h e r e x p l a i n i n g w h y t h e p i c ­
t u r e w a s t a k e n a n d w h a t i t m e a n s t o 
t h e m , i t w o u l d rea l l y h e l p t o b r i n g t h e 
i m a g e t o l i fe . 

A r t s p r o j e c t s 
A t e a m o f a r t i s ts w i l l be a p p o i n t e d to 
w o r k i n d i v i d u a l l y o r t o g e t h e r w i t h c o m ­
m u n i t i e s ac ross t h e c o u n t y , e n a b l i n g 
p e o p l e t o d e v e l o p t h e i r o w n ar t i s t i c 
sk i l l s a n d t o c r e a t e a r t w o r k s t h a t 
c a p t u r e t h e l i fe o f t h e l oca l i t y a n d t h e 
a i m s a n d a s p i r a t i o n s o f its p e o p l e i n 
t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 . T h e ar t is ts t h e m s e l v e s 
w i l l a l so c r e a t e a s i ng le or ser ies o f 
i n t e r - r e l a t e d a r t w o r k s t h a t f o c u s o n 
a s p e c t s o f Essex l i fe i n t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 . 

Essex L ib ra r ies , t h e R e c o r d O f f i c e 
a n d C u l t u r a l S e r v i c e s h a v e j o i n e d 
t o g e t h e r t o o r g a n i s e a n d p r o m o t e 
Essentially Essex. T h e p r o j e c t wi l l be 
p r o m o t e d t h r o u g h t h e c o u n t y ' s l ib ra r ­
ies a n d f r o m J a n u a r y 1 7 t h e l a rge r l i b ­
ra r ies w i l l be r u n n i n g a m o n t h l y h e l p -
d e s k w h e r e s ta f f w i l l b e o n h a n d t o 
a n s w e r a n y q u e s t i o n s . 

I n t h e m e a n t i m e , i f y o u w o u l d l ike t o 
f i nd o u t m o r e , please con tac t : Essentially 
Essex, Colchester Library, Tr in i ty Square, 
C o l c h e s t e r CO 1 1JB o r ' P h o n e A n s w e r s 
D i rec t o n 0 1 2 4 5 4 3 8 4 3 8 o r essent ia l ly . 
e s s e x @ e s s e x c c . g o v . u k f o r e - m a i l . 

Essentially Essex is y o u r o p p o r t u n i t y to 
m a k e y o u r m a r k o n t h e M i l l e n n i u m . 
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On the trail of transport 
archaeology for young people 

by Mike Corbishley of English Heritage Education 

H o w d o y o u t r a v e l a b o u t ? 

P e r h a p s y o u g o t o s c h o o l b y b u s b u t use 

a c a r f o r a l l o t h e r t r a v e l . 

H o w w o u l d y o u h a v e t r a v e l l e d i f y o u h a d 

l ived i n C o l c h e s t e r a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 

t h e c e n t u r y ? 

H o w h a s t r a n s p o r t c h a n g e d s i n c e t h e n ? 

Here are some clues to help you get on the transport trail 

Ships 

B y t h e m i d d l e o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e 

p o r t o f C o l c h e s t e r w a s a t t h e H y t h e . B y t h e 

1 8 4 0 s i t w a s a busy p o r t a n d t h e r e w e r e r e g u l a r 

b o a t serv ices t o L o n d o n . T h e p o r t i s sti l l i n use , 

a l t h o u g h i t i s n o t access i b l e by l a r g e c a r g o 

sh ips . Y o u c a n g e t a g o o d v i e w o f t h e p o r t f r o m 

t h e n e w b r i d g e w h i c h l inks t h e i n d u s t r i a l es ta tes 

o f t h e H y t h e w i t h t h e i n n e r r i ng r o a d . 

C o l c h e s t e r H i g h S t ree t i n 
a b o u t 1 9 0 2 . 

C o a c h a n d horses 

T h e f i rs t r e g u l a r t r a n s p o r t l inks 

b e t w e e n C o l c h e s t e r a n d L o n d o n ( a n d 

e l s e w h e r e ) w e r e c o a c h e s . W e k n o w 

t h a t i n t h e 1 8 t h c e n t u r y i t t o o k n i n e 

h o u r s t o r e a c h L o n d o n ! Inns i n t h e 

c e n t r e o f t o w n h a d l a r g e o p e n i n g s 

t h r o u g h t o a y a r d a t t h e b a c k f o r 

c o a c h a n d ho rses . L o o k o u t f o r th i s 

o n e a t t h e Red L i o n H o t e l i n t h e H i g h 

S t ree t ( r i g h t ) . T h e Red L i o n has b e e n 

a c o a c h i n g i n n s ince a b o u t 1 5 0 0 . 

Ra i lways 

T h e f i rs t m a j o r i m p a c t o n 

t r a n s p o r t i n a n d o u t o f 

C o l c h e s t e r c a m e w i t h t h e a r r i va l 

o f t h e ra i lways . T h e l ine 

b e t w e e n L o n d o n a n d C o l c h e s t e r 

w a s o p e n e d o n 2 9 M a r c h 1 8 4 3 , 

a l t h o u g h t h e f i rs t t r a i n a r r i v e d a t 

N o r t h S t a t i o n t w o days l a te ! 

T h e ra i lway n e t w o r k e v e n t u a l l y 

r e a c h e d o t h e r p l aces — t h e 

H y t h e i n 1 8 4 9 , H a r w i c h i n 

1 8 5 4 , W a l t o n i n 1 8 6 7 a n d 

C l a c t o n i n 1 8 8 2 . 
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T w o f o r m s o f t r a n s p o r t — b e t w e e n 1 9 2 8 a n d 1 9 2 9 buses re ­

p l a c e d t h e t r a m s i n C o l c h e s t e r t o w n . T h e b u i l d i n g b e h i n d i s t h e 

R a i l w a y H o t e l , n o w g o n e . T h i s a r e a i s n o w t h e h u g e r o u n d a b o u t 

a t t h e e n t r a n c e t o N o r t h S t a t i o n . 

R o a d s a r o u n d C o l c h e s t e r 

B y 1 9 3 0 C o l c h e s t e r t o w n c e n t r e 

w a s a l r e a d y b e c o m i n g 

c o n g e s t e d w i t h t r a f f i c . T h e f i rs t 

by -pass t o t h e n o r t h o f t h e t o w n 

w a s b u i l t b e t w e e n 1 9 3 0 a n d 

1 9 3 3 . T h e r o a d i s sti l l t h e r e o f 

c o u r s e , b u t y o u c a n see 

e v i d e n c e o f w h e n i t w a s b u i l t i n 

t h e p l a q u e s o n t h e b r i d g e s 

w h i c h h a d t o b e bu i l t . 

G e t t i n g a b o u t i n t o w n 

U n t i l 1 9 0 4 t h e o n l y bus 

serv ices ( f i rst h o r s e - b u s t h e n 

m o t o r bus ) h a d o n l y o p e r a t e d 

b e t w e e n C o l c h e s t e r a n d 

n e i g h b o u r i n g p laces . O n 2 8 

July 1 9 0 4 C o l c h e s t e r g o t its 

o w n t r a m s y s t e m , o p e n e d b y 

t h e M a y o r e s s . T h e last 

C o l c h e s t e r t r a m s r a n i n 1 9 2 9 

— m o t o r buses h a d r e p l a c e d 

t h e m . N e x t t i m e y o u w a l k 

d o w n S t J o h n ' s S t ree t l o o k a t 

t h e m u l t i - s t o r e y c a r p a r k 

a b o v e t h e s h o p s . T h e si te w a s 

o n c e t h e bus p a r k ! 

Historic photographs courtesy of Norman Jacobs; the photograph of the 

Red Lion is from the Notional Monuments Record of English Heritage; 

other photographs and text by Mike Corbishley. 

Competition 
with prize 

Where's this? 

This has something to 
do with transport and it's 
somewhere in Colchester! 

T h e r e ' s a f r e e Eng l i sh H e r i t a g e v i d e o a n d b o o k l e t , 

The Big History Action Pack, f o r t h e l u c k y f i rs t c o r r e c t 

a n s w e r o u t o f t h e h a t a f t e r S e p t e m b e r 1 , 2 0 0 0 . 

O n a p o s t c a r d s i m p l y say w h a t i t i s a n d w h e r e y o u 

c a n see i t t o d a y w i t h y o u r n a m e , a g e a n d a d d r e s s 

a n d s e n d i t t o C o m p e t i t i o n , C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g ­

i ca l T r u s t , 1 2 L e x d e n R o a d , C o l c h e s t e r C 0 3 3 N F . 

Y o u must be aged 16 or under. 
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The Friends 
of the Colchester 
Archaeological 
Trust 
Last yea r , F r i ends w e r e a b l e t o 
l e a r n h o w t o i n t e r p r e t t i m b e r -
f r a m e d b u i l d i n g s as p a r t o f a 
t o u r o f s o m e o f C o l c h e s t e r ' s 
m o r e i n t e r e s t i n g e x a m p l e s . T h e 
f i rs t t o u r w a s t a k e n b y D a v e 
S t e n n i n g w h o i s t h e l e a d i n g 
e x p e r t o n t i m b e r - f r a m e d b u i l d ­
ings i n Essex. T h e e v e n t w a s 
heav i l y o v e r - s u b s c r i b e d a n d h a d 
t o be r e p e a t e d a f e w w e e k s 
la ter , w h e n i t w a s led by myse l f 
(PC) as a p o o r s u b s t i t u t e f o r t h e 
m a s t e r . 

T h e t o u r s t a r t e d o f f a t t h e 
Rose a n d C r o w n H o t e l w h e r e , 
w i t h t h e k i n d p e r m i s s i o n o f t h e 
p r o p r i e t o r s , w e w e r e a b l e t o g o 
i n t o t h e b u i l d i n g t o see w h a t 
r e m a i n s o f C o l c h e s t e r ' s o l d e s t 
a i s led h a l l . A l t h o u g h s l igh t l y 
r u n - d o w n , East S t ree t i s o n e 
o f t h e bes t s t reets i n t h e 
t o w n , s o t h e s u b s e q u e n t 
w a l k a l o n g t h e s t ree t a n d 
i n t o t o w n u p Eas t H i l l 
o f f e r e d m a n y o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
f o r l o o k i n g a t o t h e r i n te r ­
e s t i n g t i m b e r - f r a m e d h o u s ­
es . A f t e r s t u d y i n g m o r e 
b u i l d i n g s i n a n d a r o u n d t h e 
H i g h S t ree t , t h e t o u r f i n i s h ­
e d i n t h e R e d L i o n H o t e l , 
f i rs t w i t h a visi t to severa l o f 
t h e r o o m s ( a g a i n w i t h k i n d 
p e r m i s s i o n o f t h e m a n a g e ­
m e n t ) a n d t h e n w i t h a 
ve ry p l e a s a n t t e a i n t h e 
r e s t a u r a n t . 

T h e R e d L i o n i s o n e o f t h e o l d e s t a n d 
b e s t - p r e s e r v e d t i m b e r - f r a m e d i n n s i n 
E n g l a n d . I t w a s ex tens i ve l y r e n o v a t e d 
a b o u t t e n y e a r s a g o , w h e n D a v e 
S t e n n i n g s p e n t m a n y w e e k s t h e r e 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g every n o o k a n d c r a n n y i n a 
w a y t h a t h a d n e v e r b e e n d o n e b e f o r e . 
H is e n t h u s i a s m a n d i ns ide k n o w l e d g e 
m a d e f o r a g r e a t e n d t o w h a t p r o v e d t o 
be a m e m o r a b l e t o u r . 

In Ju ly , t h e r e w a s a c o a c h t r i p to see 
t h e r e m a i n s o f t h e R o m a n fo r t s o f t h e 
S a x o n s h o r e a t R i c h b o r o u g h a n d 
Recu l ve r i n K e n t u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e o f 
A l a n W a r d o f t h e C a n t e r b u r y A r c h a e ­
o l o g i c a l T r u s t . R i c h b o r o u g h h a s a 
spec ia l s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r C o l c h e s t e r s i nce 
th is w a s ( s u p p o s e d l y ) t h e si te o f t h e 
m a i n s u p p l y b a s e f o r t h e R o m a n 

i n v a s i o n o f B r i t a i n , w h i c h in i t ia l l y , o f 
c o u r s e , w a s a l l a b o u t c a p t u r i n g C o l ­
ches te r . T h e s e visi ts f o l l o w e d o n f r o m 
a n ea r l i e r t r i p t h r e e years a g o t o see t h e 
s i m i l a r f o r t s a t C a i s t o r - b y - Y a r m o u t h a n d 
B u r g h Cas t l e i n N o r f o l k . 

I n M a y , a c o a c h p a r t y o f F r i ends 
v is i ted s u n n y N o r f o l k t o e n j o y s p e c t a c ­
u l a r v i e w s f r o m W a r h a m I r o n A g e 
h i l l f o r t . As i n p r e v i o u s visi ts t o N o r f o l k , 
o u r g u i d e w a s J o h n Dav ies . J o h n i s 
C h i e f C u r a t o r o f t h e Cas t l e M u s e u m i n 
N o r w i c h a n d h e spec ia l i ses i n t h e I r on 
A g e a n d R o m a n p e r i o d s . B y w a y o f a 
c o n t r a s t , t h e t r i p a l so i n c l u d e d a v is i t to 
t h e si te o f t h e m e d i e v a l s h r i n e o f O u r 
L a d y o f W a l s i n g h a m w h i c h w a s d e s t r o y ­
e d a t t h e D i s s o l u t i o n . 

T h e a n n u a l c h u r c h e s ' t r ip w a s a s p o p ­
u l a r a s eve r w i t h visi ts t o t h e c h u r c h e s a t 
T i l t y , G r e a t E a s t o n , a n d L i t t le E a s t o n . 
A n a d d e d a n d u n e x p e c t e d b o n u s w a s 
a n i n v i t a t i o n o n t h e d a y t o visi t a 
N o r m a n m o t t e i n a p r i va te b a c k g a r d e n 
a t G r e a t E a s t o n . T h e m o t t e m u s t b e 
o n e o f t h e bes t - p rese rved e x a m p l e s i n 
Essex. T h e t e a a t L i t t le Eas ton w a s 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y we l l a p p r e c i a t e d . 

W e d o n ' t o f t e n a r r a n g e v is i ts t o 
m u s e u m s a n d y o u m i g h t i m a g i n e t h a t 

t h e Essex S e c r e t B u n k e r a t 
M i s t l e y w o u l d b e o u t s i d e t h e 
r a n g e o f in te res ts o f o u r m e m ­
bers . H o w w r o n g y o u w o u l d b e . 
T h e visi t t o o k t h e f o r m o f a n 
e x t e n d e d t o u r ( a ' C u r a t o r ' s 
s p e c i a l ' ) w h i c h p r o v e d r i ve t i ng 
i n d e e d . T h e b u n k e r w a s a 
p r o d u c t o f t h e C o l d W a r a n d 
w a s to be a c e n t r e o f l oca l 
g o v e r n m e n t i n t h e e v e n t o f a 
n u c l e a r w a r . F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e 
b u i l d i n g w a s neve r rea l ly u s e d . 
I n t h e e n d , i t w a s o n l y fu l l y 
s t a f f e d o n c e a n d t h a t w a s d u r ­
i n g t h e m i n e r s ' s t r ike i n t h e 
1 9 8 0 s . 

A c e n t r a l f e a t u r e o f t h e 
F r i e n d s ' p r o g r a m m e o f even ts 
a r e visi ts t o c u r r e n t e x c a v a t i o n s . 
T h i s y e a r t h e r e w e r e t w o , o n e t o 

see t h e s u m m e r e x c a v a t i o n s 
i n t h e G o s b e c k s A r c h a e ­
o l o g i c a l Pa rk a n d t h e o t h e r 
t o t h e e x c a v a t i o n s a t t h e 
A b b o t s t o n e si te o f f W a r r e n 
L a n e . T h e A b b o t s t o n e visi t 
w a s espec ia l l y p o p u l a r , w i t h 
o v e r a h u n d r e d m e m b e r s 
t u r n i n g up f o r a t o u r w i t h 
si te d i r e c t o r H o w a r d B rooks . 

T h e F r iends c o n t i n u e t o 
p r o v i d e w e l c o m e s u p p o r t f o r 
t h e w o r k o f t h e T r u s t , n o t 
jus t w i t h a n a n n u a l subs i dy 
t o w a r d s t h e p r o d u c t i o n costs 
of the Colchester archaeol­
ogist m a g a z i n e , b u t a l so t h i s 
y e a r w i t h t h e p u r c h a s e o f a 
n e w s l i d e p r o j e c t o r a n d 

Pictures: top, Dave Stenning and the Friends 

admire a 15th-century house in West 

Stockwell Street; below, the Friends walk­

ing at Warham Iron Age hillfort (photo, by 

James Fawn). 
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s c r e e n . Last y e a r w e m u s t h a v e g i v e n 
i l l u s t ra ted t a l ks t o we l l o v e r 5 0 0 p e o p l e 
b e l o n g i n g t o v a r i o u s loca l g r o u p s a n d 
s o c i e t i e s , i n 1 4 v e n u e s . T h e n e w 
e q u i p m e n t w i l l h e l p u s c o n t i n u e t o 
s p r e a d t h e w o r d . 

If you are on the internet, you can 
access the Friends' web site at 
www.friends-of-cat.ndo.co.uk where you 
will find information about the current 
programme of events. 

http://www.friends-of-cat.ndo.co.uk


If you would like future issues of our magazine the Colchester 
archaeologist sent to you direct, then why not consider joining the 
Friends of the Colchester Archaeological Trust? The Friends of the 
Colchester Archaeological Trust is a group which exists to keep 
interested members of the public in touch with the work of the Trust in 
and around the historic town of Colchester. Members receive a yearly 
magazine, attend an annual lecture about the previous year's work, are 
given conducted tours of current sites, and can take part in a programme 
of visits to archaeological sites, museums, historic buildings and ancient 
monuments in the Colchester area and beyond. 

The Colchester archaeologist is published 

with funds provided by the Friends. 

The annual subscription rates are as follows: 
Adults and institutions £3 .50 
Family membership £4.50 
Children and students £2 .50 

If you want to join the Friends of the 
Colchester Archaeological Trust, 
your subscription should be sent to: 
Maureen Jones, Honorary Treasurer, 
the Friends of the Colchester Archaeological Trust, 
5 Ashvvin Avenue, Copford, Essex C06 1BS 

Colchester histories 
reprints from the 
Victoria County History of Essex 

Tudor and Stuart Colchester 
ISBN 0 86025 302 3, price £9.95 
96 pages, paperback, with illustrations 

Colchester 1835-1992 
ISBN 0 86025 300 7, price £9.95 
96 pages, paperback, with illustrations 

Aspects of Anglo-Saxon 
and Norman Colchester 

Colchester Archaeological Report 1 

Special book offer 
D i r e c t f r o m t h e T r u s t on l y . 
CAR 1, h a r d b a c k , 91 p a g e s — 
£ 5 . 0 0 i f c o l l e c t e d f r o m t h e T r u s t 
o r £ 7 . 0 0 i n c l u d i n g pos t a n d p a c k i n g . 

D e t a i l e d t e c h n i c a l r epo r t s w i t h i l l u s t ra t i ons , c o v e r i n g v a r i o u s t o p i c s 
s u c h a s N o r m a n s t o n e h o u s e s , p e r s o n a l n a m e s i n D o m e s d a y , 
a n d t h e ea r l y h i s to ry a n d a r c h a e o l o g y o f S t J o h n ' s A b b e y . 

O f f e r e n d s 3 1 D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 0 . 

D i s t r i b u t e d by I a n H e n r y P u b l i c a t i o n s L t d , 20 Park Dr i ve , R o m f o r d , Essex RM1 4LH — 
a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e Essex R e c o r d O f f i c e a n d o t h e r g o o d bookse l l e r s o r d i r e c t f r o m 
V . C . H . Essex, 7 0 D u k e S t ree t , C h e l m s f o r d , Essex CM1 U P — 
p lease m a k e c h e q u e s p a y a b l e t o V . C . H . Essex. 
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Medieval Hythe 
Recent excavations revealed 500-year 
old buildings at the Hythe, but still no 
sign of a Roman harbour 

T h e a n n o u n c e m e n t t o w a r d s t h e 
e n d o f 1 9 9 9 t h a t t h e p o r t o f 
C o l c h e s t e r i s t o c l o s e i s a n 
i m p o r t a n t l a n d m a r k i n t h e h is t ­
o r y o f C o l c h e s t e r , s i n c e i t wi l l 
b r i n g t o a n e n d t h e t o w n ' s i n ­
v o l v e m e n t w i t h w a t e r b o r n e t r a d e 
t h a t g o e s b a c k o v e r 2 , 0 0 0 y e a r s . 

T h e H y t h e a p p e a r s t o h a v e 
b e e n a N o r m a n d e v e l o p m e n t 
w h i c h g r e w u p a r o u n d a w o o d ­
e n je t ty o n t h e e a s t b a n k o f t h e 
r iver i m m e d i a t e l y s o u t h ( d o w n ­
s t r e a m ) o f t h e w h e r e t h e o l d 
H y t h e B r i d g e n o w s t a n d s . O r i g ­
ina l l y t h e s e t t l e m e n t w o u l d h a v e 
b e e n s e p a r a t e d f r o m t h e t o w n 
b y g r e e n f i e l d s . 

R e c e n t e x c a v a t i o n s a t t h e 
H y t h e h a v e u n c o v e r e d t h e r e m ­
a i n s o f h o u s e s w h i c h b e l o n g e d 
t o t h i s s e t t l e m e n t . T h e a r e a 
u n d e r e x c a v a t i o n w a s a l o n g t h e 
m o d e r n s t r e e t f r o n t a g e d i r e c t l y o p p o s i t e t h e m e d i e v a l c h u r c h o f S t L e o n a r d ' s . I t 
i s p a r t o f a m u c h l a r g e r s i te u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t f o r h o u s i n g . T h e e a r l i e s t d e p o s i t s 
t a k e t h e f o r m o f a t h i c k l a y e r o f c u l t i v a t e d soi l c o n t a i n i n g b i ts o f b r o k e n p o t t e r y 
a n d o t h e r r e m a i n s d a t i n g f r o m t h e 1 2 t h t o t h e 1 4 t h o r 1 5 t h c e n t u r y . A l t h o u g h n o 
s t r u c t u r e s o f t h i s p e r i o d w e r e i d e n t i f i e d , t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e p o t t e r y a n d soi l s u g ­
ges ts t h a t a c o n t e m p o r a r y b u i l d i n g s u c h a s a h o u s e m u s t h a v e e x i s t e d n e a r b y . 

S e a l i n g a n d c u t t i n g t h e c u l t i v a t e d soi l w e r e v a r i o u s s e q u e n c e s o f f l o o r s a n d 
f o u n d a t i o n s b e l o n g i n g t o h o u s e s w h i c h l i n e d t h e s t r e e t f r o n t a g e f r o m t h e 1 5 t h o r 
1 6 t h c e n t u r y o n w a r d s . T h e s e b u i l d i n g s w e r e s i m i l a r t o t h e h o u s e s e x c a v a t e d i n 
1 9 9 4 - 5 b e f o r e t h e m i n i - r o u n d a b o u t a n d n e w l i n k r o a d w e r e b u i l t i m m e d i a t e l y t o 
t h e eas t . A l t h o u g h t h e h o u s e s w e r e n o t o n t h e w a t e r f r o n t , t h e y w e r e n e v e r t h e l e s s 

p a r t o f t h e m e d i e v a l s e t t l e m e n t a t t h e H y t h e . 
T h e e x c a v a t i o n s d i d n o t p r o d u c e a n y s i g n i f i ­

c a n t e v i d e n c e o f R o m a n o c c u p a t i o n i n t h e 
a r e a , a l t h o u g h t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s w e r e t o o f a r 
f r o m t h e w a t e r f r o n t t o p r o v i d e d e f i n i t e p r o o f 
e i t h e r way . H a r b o u r f a c i l i t i e s a t a n y o n e t i m e 
a r e l ike ly t o h a v e b e e n q u i t e c o m p l i c a t e d a n d 
t h e y w o u l d h a v e v a r i e d a c c o r d i n g t o p e r i o d . I n 
R o m a n t i m e s , t h e t o w n m a y h a v e b e e n s e r v e d 
b y severa l h a r b o u r s r a t h e r t h a n jus t o n e , t h e 
m o s t l ike ly c a n d i d a t e s b e i n g West M e r s e a , 
F i n g r i n g h o e a n d Mis t l ey . I n S a x o n t i m e s , a h a r ­
b o u r s e e m s t o h a v e e x i s t e d a t O l d H e a t h 
( m e a n i n g ' t h e o l d h y t h e ' o r l a n d i n g a r e a ) 
w h i c h i n t h e e a r l y m e d i e v a l p e r i o d w a s 
r e p l a c e d u p s t r e a m b y ' N e w H y t h e ' , t h e p l a c e 
w e ca l l ' t h e H y t h e ' t o d a y . 

T h e 1 9 9 9 p r o j e c t s w e r e f u n d e d b y T e n d r i n g 
C o n s t r u c t i o n L t d . 

Top, St Leonard's church on Hythe Hill; left, 
part of the excavation site looking up the hill. 
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